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S-4980. 1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6487

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Senate Conmttee on Early Learning, K-12 & Higher Education
(originally sponsored by Senators Schoesler, Rasnussen, Roach
Morton, Schmdt, Milliken, Carrell, Stevens, Doumt, Delvin, Benson

Esser, Johnson, Deccio, Shin, Jacobsen, Regala, Hargrove, Zarelli,
Honeyford, MAuliffe and Berkey)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 02/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to fal se academ c credentials; adding a new section
to chapter 28B.85 RCW adding a new section to chapter 9A 60 RCW
adding a new section to chapter 28A 405 RCW adding a new section to
chapter 28B.50 RCW adding a new section to chapter 41.06 RCW and
prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 85 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) It is unlawful for a person to:

(a) Gant or award a fal se academ c credential or offer to grant or
award a fal se academ c credential in violation of this section;

(b) Represent that a credit earned or granted by the person, in
violation of this section, can be applied toward a credential offered
by anot her person; or

(c) Solicit another person to seek a credential or to earn a credit
that is offered in violation of this section.

(2) "False academc credential™ has the sane definition as in
section 2 of this act.
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(3) Aviolation of this section constitutes an unfair or deceptive
act or practice in the conduct of trade or conmerce under chapter 19. 86
RCW

(4) In addition to any other venue authorized by |aw, venue for the
prosecution of an offense under this section is in the county in which
an el ement of the offense occurs.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 9A 60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A person is qguilty of issuing a false academ c credential if
t he person know ngly:

(a) Gants or awards a fal se academ c credential or offers to grant
or award a false academ c credential in violation of this section;

(b) Represents that a credit earned or granted by the person in
violation of this section can be applied toward a credential offered by
anot her person;

(c) Grants or offers to grant a credit for which a representation
as described in (b) of this subsection is made; or

(d) Solicits another person to seek a credential or to earn a
credit the person knows is offered in violation of this section.

(2) A person is quilty of knowngly using a false academc
credential if the person knowi ngly uses a fal se academ c credential or
falsely clains to have a credential issued by an institution of higher
education that is accredited by an accrediting association recognized
as such by rule of the higher education coordinating board:

(a) In a witten or oral advertisenent or other pronotion of a
busi ness; or

(b) Wth the intent to:

(1) Obtain enploynent;

(1i) @Qobtain a license or certificate to practice a trade,
pr of essi on, or occupation;

(ti1) Oobtain a pronotion, conpensation or other benefit, or an
increase in conpensation or other benefit, in enploynent or in the
practice of a trade, profession, or occupation;

(i1v) Obtain adm ssion to an educational programin this state; or

(v) @Gin a position in governnent with authority over another
person, regardless of whether the person receives conpensation for the
posi tion.
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(3) "False academc credential"™ neans a docunent that provides
evidence or denonstrates conpletion of an academ c or professional
course of instruction beyond the secondary level that results in the
attai nnent of an academ c certificate, degree, or rank, and that is not
i ssued by a person or entity that: (a) Is an entity accredited by an
agency recogni zed as such by rule of the higher education coordinating
board or has the international equivalents of such accreditation; or
(b) is an entity authorized as a degree-granting institution by the
hi gher education coordinating board; or (c) is an entity exenpt from
the requirenents of authorization as a degree-granting institution by
t he hi gher education coordinating board; or (d) is an entity that has
been granted a waiver by the higher education coordinating board from
the requirenments of authorization by the board; or (e) is a foreign
degree-granting institution, as defined by chapter 28B.90 RCW  Such
docunents include, but are not limted to, academc certificates,
degrees, coursework, degree credits, transcripts, or certification of
conpl eti on of a degree.

(4) Issuing a fal se academ c credential is a class C fel ony.

(5 Knowingly using a false academc credential is a class C
f el ony.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 405
RCWto read as foll ows:

A person who issues or uses a false academ c credential is subject
to sections 1 and 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A person who issues or uses a false academ c credential is subject
to sections 1 and 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 41.06 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A person who issues or uses a false academ c credential is subject
to sections 1 and 2 of this act.

~-- END ---
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