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S-4552.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6475

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Senate Conmttee on Early Learning, K-12 & Higher Education
(originally sponsored by Senators McAul i ffe, Schm dt, Ei de,
Wi nstein, Haugen, Berkey, Kastanma, Shin, Kohl-WlIlles and Rasnussen
by request of Superintendent of Public Instruction)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 23/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to authorizing alternative nethods of assessnent
and appeal processes for the certificate of academ c achi evenent; and
addi ng a new section to chapter 28A 655 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Under RCW 28A. 655.061, beginning in the 2006-07 school vyear
t he superintendent of public instruction shall inplenment two objective
alternative assessnment nethods for students to denonstrate achi evenent
of the state standards in content areas in which the student did not
nmeet the standard on the hi gh school Washi ngton assessnent of student
| earning. A student may access one or both of these alternatives if
the student neets applicable eligibility criteria in RCW28A. 655. 061.
In addition to the eligibility criteria in RCW 28A 655.061, the
superintendent of public instruction may require additional eligibility
criteria.

(2) The alternative nethods shall include:

(a) A conbination of a student's grades in applicable courses and
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the student's highest score on the high school Washi ngton assessnent of
student | earning; and

(b) An evaluation of a collection of work sanples. The eval uation
of the work sanples shall be conducted at the state level or regionally
under the supervision of the office of the superintendent of public
instruction using uniformscoring criteria.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall inplenent:

(a) By June 1, 2006, a process for students to appeal the score
t hey received on the high school assessnent; and

(b) By January 1, 2007, guidelines and appeal processes for waiving
specific requirenments in RCW 28A. 655. 061 pertaining to the certificate

of academic achievenent and to the certificate of individua
achi evenent for students who: (1) Transfer to a Wshington public
school in their junior or senior year with the intent of obtaining a
public high school diploma, or (ii) have special, unavoidable

ci rcunst ances.

(4)(a) The superintendent of public instruction shall study the
feasibility of wusing existing mathematics assessnents in |anguages
other than English as an additional alternative assessnment option. The
study shall include an estimation of the cost of translating the tenth
grade mathematics assessnent into other |anguages and scoring the
assessnents shoul d they be inpl enented.

(b) The superintendent of public instruction shall begin
devel opment of an additional alternative assessnent option for
mat hematics that: Presents the mathematics essential |earnings in
segnents for assessnent; is conparable in content and rigor to the
tenth grade mathematics assessnent when all segnents are considered
together; is reliable and valid; and can be used to determne a
student's academ c perfornmance | evel

(c) The superintendent of public instruction shall issue reports to

the legislature by January 2007, on the results of the study in (a) of
this subsection and the devel opnent status of (b) of this subsection.

(5) The superintendent of public instruction may adopt rules to
i npl emrent this section.

~-- END ---
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