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SENATE BI LL 6226

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Fairley, Rockefeller, Brown and Spanel

Read first time 01/09/2006. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Rel ating to campaign contribution limts for candi dates for
judicial office; amending RCW42.17.700; addi ng new sections to chapter
42.17 RCW and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 42.17 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The contribution [imts in this section apply to candi dates for
judicial office.

(2) No person may nake contributions to a candidate for a court of
limted jurisdiction or for superior court that in the aggregate exceed
six hundred seventy-five dollars or to a candidate for the state
suprene court or court of appeals that in the aggregate exceed one
t housand three hundred fifty dollars for each election in which the
candidate is on the ballot or appears as a wite-in candidate.
Contributions made with respect to a prinmary may not be made after the

date of the primary. However, contributions to a candidate or a
candi date's authorized commttee may be nade with respect to a primry
until thirty days after the primary, subject to the follow ng

limtations: (a) The candidate lost the primary; (b) the candidate's
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aut hori zed conmttee has insufficient funds to pay debts outstandi ng as
of the date of the primary; and (c) the contributions may only be
rai sed and spent to satisfy the outstanding debt. Contributions nade
Wi th respect to a general election may not be nade after the final day
of the applicable election cycle.

(3) This section and RCW 42.17.640 through 42.17.790 apply to a

special election conducted to fill a vacancy in an office. However
the contributions made to a candidate or received by a candidate for a
primary or special election conducted to fill the vacancy wll not be

counted toward any of the limtations that apply to the candidate or to
contributions nmade to the candidate for any other primary or el ection.
(4) No person may accept contributions that exceed the contribution
[imtations provided in this section.
(5) The dollar limts in this section nust be adjusted according to
RCW 42. 17. 690.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 42.17 RCW
to read as foll ows:
The comm ssion shall adopt rules to carry out this act.

Sec. 3. RCW42.17.700 and 1993 ¢ 2 s 10 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Contributions to candidates for state office nade and received
bef ore Decenber 3, 1992, are considered to be contributions under RCW
42.17.640 through 42.17.790. Monetary contributions that exceed the
contribution limtations and that have not been spent by the recipient
of the contribution by Decenber 3, 1992, nust be disposed of in
accordance with RCW42.17. 095.

(2) Contributions to other candidates subject to the contribution
limts of this chapter nmade and received before the effective date of
this act are considered to be contributions under ROW42.17. 640 t hrough
42.17.790. Contributions that exceed the contribution limtations and
that have not been spent by the recipient of the contribution by the
effective date of this act nust be disposed of in accordance wth RCW
42.17.095 (1) through (5) and (8).

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the immediate
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preservation of the public peace, health, or safety,
state governnent and its existing public institutions,
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---

or support of the
and takes effect
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