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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6209

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Water, Energy & Environnent (originally
sponsored by Senator Jacobsen)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 30/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to utility charges; and adding a new section to
chapter 35.92 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 35.92 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Acity or town providing residential gas, electric, or water
utility service wunder this chapter may require the follow ng
i nformati on when an applicant applies for the service:

(a) The applicant's nanme, address, and tel ephone nunber, and an
alternative contact tel ephone nunber, if applicable, of the responsible
party at the service prem ses;

(b) The date the service is requested to be effective;

(c) The type of equipnment to be served at the service prem ses;

(d) One source of identification. The applicant nmay choose from a
list, provided by the city or town, of at |least five sources of
identification. The list nmust include a current driver's license or
other picture identification; and

(e) Any additional information the city or town may reasonably
require for billing or service.
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(2) Where multiple individuals are liable for paynent of a utility
charge, each responsible party shall provide acknow edgnent of that
liability by signing a formprovided by the utility. The utility may
allow up to thirty days for submttal of the signature, which may be
provided in person or by nail. If the acknow edgnent is not provided
within thirty days, the utility nmay termnate services or be limted to
seeki ng paynent fromthe individual who established the account.

(3) The city or town nmay not refuse to provide service to an
applicant or custoner because there are outstanding anounts due from a
prior custoner at the sane premses, unless the city or town can
determ ne, based on objective evidence, that a fraudulent act is being
commtted such that the applicant or customer is acting in cooperation
with the prior custonmer with the intent to avoi d paynent.

(4) The requirenments of subsections (1) and (2) of this section
apply only to applicants seeking utility service after July 1, 2006.

--- END ---
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