©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

S-1854. 4

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6014

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Labor, Commerce, Research & Devel opnent
(originally sponsored by Senators Kline, Parlette, Kohl-Wlles and
Kei ser)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 01/ 05.

AN ACT Rel ating to industrial insurance clainms nade due to di saster
response; anendi ng RCW 38. 52. 105; adding a new section to chapter 51.16
RCW and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 51.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Wen a worker of a nongovernnent enployer is injured or
devel ops an occupational di sease due to an exposure while assisting in
the |ife and rescue phase of an energency, in response to a request for
assistance from a state or |ocal governnent entity, including fire
service or |aw enforcenment, the cost of benefits shall be reinbursed
fromthe disaster response account, RCW 38.52.105, to the appropriate
wor kers' conpensation fund, or to the self-insured enployer, as the
case may be. The cost of such injuries or occupational diseases shal
not be charged to the experience record of a state fund enpl oyer.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "life and rescue phase" neans
the first seventy-two hours after the occurrence of a natural or man-
made disaster in which a state or nunicipal entity, including fire
service or |aw enforcenent, acknow edges or declares such a disaster

p. 1 SSB 6014



A W DN P

©O© 00 ~N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20

and requests assistance from the private sector in |l|ocating and
rescuing survivors. The initial life and rescue phase nmay be extended
for a finite period of tinme by declaration of the state or nunicipa
entity requesting assistance.

Sec. 2. RCW 38.52.105 and 2002 c 371 s 903 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The disaster response account is created in the state treasury.
Moneys may be placed in the account fromlegislative appropriations and
transfers, federal appropriations, or any other |awful source. Moneys
in the account nmay be spent only after appropriation. Expendi tures
fromthe account may be used only for support of state agency and | ocal
gover nnment di saster response and recovery efforts and to reinburse the
wor kers' conpensation funds and self-insured enployers under section 1
of this act. During the 2001-03 biennium funds fromthe account may
al so be used for costs associated with national security preparedness
activities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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