©O© 00 N o o b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

S-2091.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5883

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Natural Resources, GCcean & Recreation
(originally sponsored by Senators Jacobsen and Kohl - Wl | es)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 02/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to the University of Washington forest systens and
bi oenergy program creating a new section; and nmaki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that forests
t hroughout the Anerican west are suffering from the accumul ation of
smal | -di aneter wood materials to levels well in excess of what woul d be
found in natural forest ecosystens. This build-up of materials, which
| ack any current market value, is in large part a result of vigorous
and successful forest fire suppression efforts over the l|last century
and represents a significant threat to forest health and ecosystem
function. In particular, the excess biomass accunul ation causes a
hei ghtened ri sk of catastrophic wildfires, decreases water availability
i n downstream wat erways, and increases the risk of |arge scale insect
out br eaks.

In partnership wth governnent scientists, rural comuni ty
pl anners, and private industry, the University of Wshington forest
systens and bi oenergy programis devel opi ng technol ogy tools that use
t he abundant smal |l -di aneter wood materials as a cost-effective source
of bioenergy for hydrogen fuel cells, biofuels for cars and engines,
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and other chem cal applications. Research priorities include: (1)
Maxi m zi ng the conversion efficiency of wood to nethanol; (2) anal yzing
the economc, environnmental, and social inpacts of establishing
conversion systens at a variety of |ocations; and (3) establishing best
practices to ensure a sustainable harvest of forest nmaterials.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The sum of forty thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2006, from the general fund to the Uni versity of
Washi ngton forest systens and bioenergy program for the purposes of
this act.

~-- END ---
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