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S-1407. 1

SENATE BI LL 5828

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Eide, MAuliffe and Kohl-Wlles

Read first tine 02/08/2005. Referred to Committee on Early Learning,
K-12 & Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to digital or online learning; and adding a new
section to chapter 28A 150 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 150
RCWto read as foll ows:

Under RCW 28A. 150. 260, the superintendent of public instruction
shall revise the definition of a full-time equivalent student to
i nclude students who receive instruction through digital or online
progr ans. Digital or online prograns nean electronically delivered
learning that occurs primarily away from the classroom The
superi ntendent of public instruction has the authority to adopt rules
to inplenent the revised definition beginning with the 2005-2007
bi ennium The rules shall include but not be limted to the foll ow ng:

(1) Defining a full-time equival ent student under RCW 28A. 150. 260
or part-time student under RCW 28A.150. 350 based upon the district's
estimated average weekly hours under subsection (7) of this section
The rules shall require districts providing prograns under this section
to nonresident students to obtain a rel ease under RCW 28A. 225. 225 or
enter into an interdistrict agreement with the resident district, which
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agreenent addresses at a m ninumthe coordi nation of student counting
for state funding so that no student is counted for nore than one full -
time equivalent in the aggregate;

(2) Requiring the board of directors of a school district offering
a digital or online program to adopt and annually review witten
policies for each program and program provi der;

(3) Requiring each school district offering a digital or online
programto report annually to the superintendent of public instruction
on the types of prograns and course offerings, and nunmber of students
partici pating;

(4) Requiring docunentation of the district of the student's
physi cal residence and requiring that supervision, nonitoring,
assessnent, and evaluation of the digital or online program be provided
by certificated instructional staff;

(5 Requiring conpliance with the program hour offerings and
student-teacher ratios under this chapter and requiring docunentation
of that conpliance;

(6) Requiring a learning plan for each student receivVving
instruction in a digital or online program The rules may all ow course
syllabi and other additional information to be wused to neet the
requi rement for a |earning plan;

(7) Requiring the school district to docunent the estinmated average
weekly hours spent by each individual student participating in a
digital or online program

(8) Requiring that the district assess the educational progress of
enrol |l ed students at |east annually, using, for full-tinme students, the
state assessnent for the student's grade |evel and using any other
annual assessnents required by the school district. Part-tinme students
shal |l al so be assessed at |east annually. However, part-tine students
who are either receiving honme-based instruction under chapter 28A. 200
RCW or who are enrolled in an approved private school under chapter
28A. 195 RCWare not required to participate in the assessnents required
under chapter 28A. 655 RCW

(9) Requiring that each student enrolled in the program have direct
personal contact with certificated instructional staff at |east weekly.
Direct personal contact is for the purposes of instruction, review of
assignnents, testing, evaluation of student progress, or other |earning
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activities. D rect personal contact may include the use of telephone,
e-mail, instant nessaging, interactive video comunication, or other
means of digital conmunication;

(10) Requiring all public schools whose primary purpose is to
provide digital or online learning prograns to receive accreditation
through the state accreditation program or through the regional
accreditation program and

(11) Requiring all public schools whose primary purpose is to
provide digital or online learning to offer only courses aligned with
the state essential academ c | earning requirenents.

~-- END ---
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