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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5717

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senate Conmttee on Early Learning, K-12 & Higher Education
(originally sponsored by Senators Rockefeller, Benton, Fairley, e
Kei ser, Zarelli, Shin, Rasnmussen and Kohl - Wl | es)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 27/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to K-12 skill centers; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that skill centers
provi de students with high quality educational opportunities through
progranms that conbine academcs with career and technical education
The legislature also finds that skill centers provide extrenely
val uabl e support to Ilocal businesses seeking skilled entry-Ievel
enpl oyees and to comrunities attenpting to enhance |ocal econonmc
devel opment opportunities. Through skill center progranms, students
learn the technical know edge and skills necessary either to pursue
addi tional education through apprenticeships, technical schools, or
institutions of higher education, or go directly into entry-Ilevel
enpl oynent and begin careers. The legislature finds that skill centers
permt a nunber of school districts to cooperatively offer prograns
that the school districts cannot provide individually.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The work force training and education
coordi nating board, in collaboration wth the office of the
superintendent of public instruction, shall conduct a study and report
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back to the 2007 |egislature regarding how best to provide increased
opportunities for students living in areas of the state that are
currently not adequately served by a skill center. |If plausible, the
work force training and education coordinating board, in collaboration
with the office of the superintendent of public instruction, shall
provi de prelimnary recommendati ons to Washi ngton Learns by June 2006.

(2) The study shall be focused on these primary issues:

(a) Areport on current skill center geographic coverage and what
geographic gaps in service area currently exist;

(b) Recommendations on how best to provide students in rural and
renote areas increased access to a skill center programas well as how
best to address the difficulties in providing adequate services to high
density areas of the state. In nmaking these recommendations, the work
force board shall, at a mninmum explore the feasibility of creating
satellite sites, creating joint prograns between high schools and
comunity colleges, using the K-20 network, and offering additiona
eveni ng and summer prograns. The report shall provide analysis on any
additional funding needs or different funding nethods necessary to
i npl enent the recommendati ons;

(c) Recommendations on how best to integrate core academ c content
into skill center prograns and how to determ ne and report skill center
course equi val encies for the purpose of neeting high school graduation
requi renents; and

(d) Recommendations on the role that skills centers can play as a
prom si ng dropout prevention/retrieval program by increasing student
engagenent through neaningful curriculum and effective instruction
providing opportunities for students to apply their learning in
relevant, real world situations, and helping students see the
connections to their own futures.

--- END ---
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