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SENATE BI LL 5140

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Berkey, Kastama and Kohl - \Wel | es

Read first time 01/14/2005. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to the disposal of surplus funds of candi dates or
political commttees; and anendi ng RCW42.17. 095.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW42.17.095 and 1995 ¢ 397 s 31 are each anended to read
as follows:

The surplus funds of a candidate, or of a political commttee
supporting or opposing a candidate, may only be di sposed of in any one
or nore of the follow ng ways:

(1) Return the surplus to a contributor in an anount not to exceed
that contributor's original contribution;

(2) Transfer the surplus to the candidate's personal account as
rei moursenment for lost wearnings incurred as a result of that
candi date's el ection canpaign. Such |ost earnings shall be verifiable
as unpaid salary or, when the candidate is not sal aried, as an anount
not to exceed incone received by the candidate for services rendered
during an appropriate, corresponding tinme period. Al | ost earnings
i ncurred shall be docunmented and a record thereof shall be maintained
by the candidate or the candidate's political comnmttee. The commttee
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shall include a copy of such record when its expenditure for such
rei mbursenment is reported pursuant to RCW42.17.090;

(3) Transfer the surplus without limt to a political party or to
a caucus political commttee;

(4) Donate the surplus to a charitable organi zation registered in
accordance with chapter 19.09 RCW

(5) Transmt the surplus to the state treasurer for deposit in the
general fund, the oral history, state library, and archives account
under RCW 43.07.380, or the leqgislative international trade account
under RCW 44.04.270, as specified by the candidate or political
committee; or

(6) Hold the surplus in the canpaign depository or depositories
designated in accordance with RCW 42.17.050 for possible use in a
future election canpaign for the sanme office last sought by the
candidate and report any such disposition in accordance with RCW
42.17.090: PROVIDED, That if the candi date subsequently announces or
publicly files for office, information as appropriate is reported to
the comm ssion in accordance with RCW42.17. 040 through 42.17.090. |If
a subsequent office is not sought the surplus held shall be disposed of
in accordance with the requirenents of this section.

(7) Hold the surplus canpaign funds in a separate account for
nonrei nbursed public office-related expenses or as provided in this
section, and report any such disposition in accordance with RCW
42.17.090. The separate account required under this subsection shall
not be used for deposits of canpaign funds that are not surplus.

(8) No candidate or authorized commttee may transfer funds to any
ot her candidate or other political commttee.

The disposal of surplus funds under this section shall not be
considered a contribution for purposes of this chapter.

--- END ---
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