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S-0177.1

SENATE BI LL 5119

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Parlette, Roach, Milliken, Honeyford, Johnson, Carrell,
St evens, ke, Deccio, Schoesler and Berkey

Read first time 01/13/2005. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to requiring a review of the |ocal governnent
whi st | ebl ower program and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The joint legislative audit and review
commttee shall review the | ocal governnment whistleblower program The
commttee, in its review, shall consider, but not be I[imted to, the
follow ng factors: The effectiveness of |ocal reporting policies and
investigation procedures including the officers responsible for
i nvesti gati ons; the role county ©prosecutors play in enployee
whi st| ebl ower investigations; internal conflicts of interest within the
| ocal governnment agency that may prevent robust investigation of
reports of 1inproper governnental action; enployee awareness of the
whi st | ebl ower program enpl oyee confidence in program perfornmance; the
effectiveness of the retaliatory action conplaint process; and the
feasibility of providing an independent party to receive the report of
i nproper governnental action and/or conduct the investigation. The
commttee shall nake recomendations regarding inprovenents to better
facilitate the reporting and investigation of inproper governnental
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The commttee shall

report on this review by Decenber 1, 2006.
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