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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 4218

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Representatives MDonald, Alexander, Haler, H nkle, Arnstrong,
Sunp, Orcutt, Dunn, Newhouse, Ahern, Holnmuist, MCune, Ericksen,
Ser ben, Kristiansen, Roach, Bai | ey, Ni xon, Anderson, Condot t a,
Shabro, Wods, Strow and Pearson

Read first tine 01/18/2006. Referred to Commttee on Fi nance.

BE | T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEG SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anendnent to
Article VII1 of the Constitution of the state of Washington by adding a
new section to read as foll ows:

Article VII, section .... (1) Atax increase may be inposed only
by a favorable vote of three-fifths of the nenbers of each house of the
| egi sl ature.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "tax" means a charge inposed
on a person, property, or transaction for the general support of
gover nnent .

(3) For the purposes of this section, "tax increase" includes, but
is not limted to, a new tax, a nonetary increase in an existing tax,
a tax rate increase, an expansion in the legal definition of a tax
base, and an extension of an expiring tax.

(4) This section does not apply to:
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(a) A tax that must be used exclusively for highway purposes under
Article Il, section 40 of this constitution; or

(b) A tax that is enacted pursuant to an energency previously
declared in lawwith the favorable vote of three-fifths of the nenbers
of each house of the legislature and that expires not later than twelve
nmonths after the effective date of the energency declaration. The |aw
declaring the energency nust state the nature of the energency.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of this constitutional anendnent to be published at |east four
times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every | egal
newspaper in the state.

~-- END ---
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