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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4017

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Ahern, Rodne, Priest, Holnmguist, Ocutt, Chandler,
Kretz, Al exander, MDonald, MCune, Sunp, Shabro, Serben, Schindl er
Arnmstrong, Anderson, Ericksen, Talcott, Bailey, Kristiansen, DeBolt,
Jarrett, Canpbell, Newhouse, Pearson, Strow, Skinner, N xon, Dunn,
Clenments, Curtis, Buck, Hankins, Roach, Hinkle, Crouse, Haler and
Condot t a

Read first tinme 02/15/2005. Referred to Commttee on State
Government Operations & Accountability.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER COF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO DONALD H. RUMSFELD,
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, AND TO DR. CONDOLEEZZA RI CE, SECRETARY OF STATE:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, I n one of the grandest days for denocracy in the history
of the world, mllions of Iraqis risked death on Sunday, January 30,
2005, to vote for a 275-nmenber Transitional National Assenbly in a
free, denocratic election, and although there were nore than 100
attacks on polling stations by Islamc terrorists, the Ilraqis voted,;
and

VWHEREAS, In their first free elections in nore than 50 years,
mllions of Iragis turned out to vote wth great enthusiasm and
determ nation, nmaking way for a future of peace and freedom and
el ection day brought unexpected hope and happiness to the streets of
Baghdad and cities and towns throughout the nation of Iraq; and
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WHEREAS, In |arge nunbers and at great personal risk, the Iraqi
peopl e denonstrated their commtnent to denocracy meking the el ection
an historic acconplishnent; and

WHEREAS, N ne coalitions of political parties, 74 individual
political parties, and several independent candi dates representing a
broad cross-section of Iraq participated in the election; and

WHEREAS, According to a report of the International Mssion for
Iraqi Elections (IME), "lraq's El ectoral Conm ssion had prepared and
put in place a framework for an election that generally neets
recogni zed standards in ternms of election Ilaw, planning, and
preparations"; and

WHEREAS, The elections were transparent, with the Iraqi El ection
Informati on Network (EIN), the unbrella nongovernnmental organization
over seei ng nost of the donestic nonitoring program issuing a statenent
praising the Iraqi people that concluded, "despite problens, which can
be consi dered nodest under the circunstances, the election appears to
have been conducted w thout systematic flaws and in accordance wth
basic international standards"; and

WHEREAS, Iraqi election organizers were delighted with their
success, celebrating the vote as a victory against insurgents and a
triunph of denocracy wth the chief electoral officer of the
| ndependent El ectoral Comm ssion of Irag proudly announcing "Freedom
has won. W have conquered terrorisnt; and

VWHEREAS, On el ection day Iragis appeared convinced that a new day
had arrived with voters dancing and singing and cel ebrating, thrusting
into the air their ink-stained fingers, a synbol of their initiation
into denocracy, and expressing a jubilant sense of the undeniable
i beration from decades of tyranny; and

WHEREAS, Seeing thousands of Iraqis with their stains of honor
brings a sense of awe at the courage and commtnent to freedom they
showed; and

VWHEREAS, Optim sm abounded as expectations were exceeded in the
Iraqi elections with election results expected by m d-February; and

VWHEREAS, After the votes are tabulated and the w nners decl ared,
the process of organizing the Transitional National Assenbly, formng
a governnent, and drafting and ratifying a constitution that wll be
the basis of a fully denocratic Iraq begins; and
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VWHEREAS, The Transitional National Assenbly will be seated, and
will elect, with a two-thirds vote of its nenbers, a Presidency Counci
consisting of a President and two Deputy Presidents; and

WHEREAS, The Presidency Council will appoint a Prinme Mnister and -
on his or her recommendation - cabinet mnisters to run the Iraqi
governnment's various mnistries; and

WHEREAS, The Prinme Mnister and his or her cabinet nust receive a
vote of confidence by a sinple majority of the Transitional Nationa
Assenbl y before comencing work as a governnent; and

VWHEREAS, The Transitional National Assenbly will draft a new Iraqi
constitution which is to be presented to the Iragi people for approval
in a national referendumin Cctober 2005; and

WHEREAS, By the end of 2005, the lIragi people wll elect a new
nati onal governnment under a new, permanent constitution; and

WHEREAS, One of the nost striking trends in the election were the
nunbers of wonen voters with the female proportion of voters was as
high as 65 percent in mny parts of the country, a renmarkable
achievenent in a society where traditionally a woman would only vote
Wi th her husband's perm ssion and then according to his instructions;
and

WHEREAS, Twenty-five percent of the seats in the new National
Assenbly will be reserved for wonen, giving thema real stake in Ilraq's
future; and

VWHEREAS, The United States and the other Coalition forces wll
continue to help the Iragis provide security and will continue training
Iragi security forces so this rising denocracy can eventually take ful
responsibility for its own future; and

VWHEREAS, The Iraqgis continue to face many difficult chall enges, but
the United States is conmtted to supporting themin this effort; and

VWHEREAS, The nunerous statenents that have been nmade by world
| eaders supporting the el ections and praising the courage of the Iraqi
peopl e are nost wel cone and hel pful ; and

VWHEREAS, Several Iraqgi |eaders have publicly stated they want their
political process to be inclusive of Iraq's conplex nosaic of faiths
and peoples and the United States supports this process of
i ncl usi veness; and

WHEREAS, The Iraqi people proved that they care about the ordinary
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and essential elenents of denocratic citizenship, such as the right to
free speech and a secret vote; and

WHEREAS, As if to nake the point even nore definitively, it was not
t he suicide bonbers, but the voters they killed at the polls, who were
buried as martyrs; and

WHEREAS, Iraqi Prime Mnister, lyad Allawi, has provided great
| eadership in working with the United States and the Coalition Forces
in acting quickly and forcefully against the terrorists and ensuring
the success of the election saying, "W will do all we can to strike
agai nst eneny forces aimng at harmng our country, and we will not
stand by with our hands tied. The Iraqi people are determned to
establish a denocratic governnent that provides freedom and equal
rights for all its citizens. W are prepared to fight and if necessary
die for the cause"; and

WHEREAS, On el ection day, President George W Bush said, "Today the
peopl e of Iraq have spoken to the world, and the world is hearing the
voi ce of freedomfromthe center of the Mddle East";

NOW  THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully request that
Congress and the President continue to take those neasures necessary to
protect the liberty, independence, and security of the Iraqi people and
to pronote freedom denocracy, and peace in the Mddle East and around
t he worl d.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, and to Donald H Runsfeld, Secretary of Defense, and to Dr.
Condol eezza Rice, Secretary of State, the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each
menber of Congress fromthe State of WAshi ngton

--- END ---
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