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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4009

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By House Comm ttee on Housi ng (originally sponsor ed by
Representati ves O nsby, Dunn, M | osci a, Jarrett, Pettigrew,
Fl anni gan, Spri nger, Morrell, Sells, O Brien, Conway, Priest,

Si npson, Kagi, Darneille, Lantz, Kenney, dibborn, Cody, Schual-
Ber ke, Chase, Hasegawa and Wbod)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 02/ 05.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE SECRETARY OF THE
UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOUSI NG AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Affordable, safe, and sanitary housing is vital to the
quality of life for individuals, famlies, and conmunities throughout
the United States. It is also a necessary conponent of a healthy
econony; and

VWHEREAS, Omi ng one's hone has | ong been considered a part of the
"Anerican Dreanf; and

VWHEREAS, The cost of owning a honme in Washi ngton has dramatical ly
i ncreased; and

VWHEREAS, In the 2000 Census, Washi ngton honeownershi p anong Wite
househol ders was nore than 67 percent, higher than the rate of 41
percent for Hispanics; however, less than 38 percent of Black
househol ders were found to own their own hone; and
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WHEREAS, It is a goal of the United States Department of Housing
and U ban Devel opnent to add 5.5 mllion mnority homeowners by the end
of the decade; and

WHEREAS, Congress has appropriated a $113 nillion increase in the
HOVE | nvestnent Partnerships Program - allowi ng |ocal governnments to
encourage the production of affordable housing in communities
nati onwi de; an additional $10 mllion to provide counseling services to
Anericans who w sh to becone honeowners; and $200 nmillion for the
Aneri can Dream Downpaynent Initiative to help an estimted 40, 000 | ow
incone famlies a year becone first-tine honeowners; and

WHEREAS, The departnment's conprehensive plan to end chronic
honel essness is the |argest total award of federal funds for honel ess
assistance in history, totaling nore than 4,400 projects nationally;
and

VWHEREAS, The Section 8 program 42 U S . C.  Sec. 1437f, provides
funds for rental subsidies for qualified |owinconme households in
Washi ngt on and t hroughout the nation and is one of the best nodels of
public-private partnerships. The goal of the Section 8 programis to
make rental housing, both private and public, nore affordable to | ow
i ncome people. By making the rental housing nore affordable, Section
8 funds benefit the states and their comunities, in general, and
property owners and | owincone individuals and famlies, in particular;
and

WHEREAS, Two-thirds of the housing authorities in Washi ngton which
adm ni ster Section 8 vouchers have already had to close their Section
8 waiting lists because of the huge nunber of people already on the
lists. Those on the lists already face a wait of eighteen nonths to
five years for Section 8 rental assistance. This state saw a decrease
from 2003 to 2004 in the nunber of Section 8 vouchers and the anmount of
Section 8 assistance available. Based on information provided by the
United States Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent in January of
2005, it is projected that Washington wll Ilose funding for an
addi tional 2,169 Section 8 vouchers in cal endar year 2005. Reductions
to Section 8 funding in calendar year 2005 will likely result in an
increase in the nunber of people that are honeless or live in unsafe
and unsanitary housing. These changes and reductions wll also
severely challenge private |andlords who are anxious to partner with
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the public and rent their housing stock, but who are financially unable
to shoul der the burden of a Section 8 budgeting process which does not
take into account market forces;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists recognize the role of the United
States Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent for assisting
Washington famlies wth rental assistance and honme ownershi p prograns.

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the nunber
of Section 8 vouchers and the Section 8 funding | evels and fornul as be
mai nt ai ned as provided in Public Law 108-7, |ndependent Agencies, VA,
and HUD Appropriations for 2003 as part of the 2003 Omi bus Bill.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the Secretary of the United States Departnment of Housing and
Urban Devel opnent, the President of the United States Senate, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress
fromthe State of Washi ngton.

~-- END ---
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