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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON 4406

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives WIIlianms, Buck, Moeller, H nkle and B. Sullivan

Read first tine . Referred to .

VWHEREAS, Long-term sustainable and economcally productive
wat ersheds are necessary for the well-being of the citizens of the
state of Washington; and

VWHEREAS, In tines of decreasing revenues and increasing demands, it
is critically inportant to ensure the efficient and effective use of
scarce financial resources by avoiding overlap and duplication of
effort anong wat er shed- based pl anning and i npl enentation efforts; and

VWHEREAS, Thirty-seven |ocal watershed planning areas, twenty-siXx
| ead entity sal non groups, and five regional salnon recovery entities
have been successfully inplenenting projects and devel oping plans to
i nprove wat ershed health and recover sal non popul ati ons; and

WHEREAS, Local sal non recovery groups have established an efficient
process for developing and prioritizing |ocal sal non recovery projects
that are submtted to the salnmon recovery funding board for funding
consi deration; and

WHEREAS, | nplenentation of regional sal non recovery plans and | ocal
wat er shed pl ans nust be coordi nated with existing watershed projects,
monitoring, and other activities in a manner ensuring continued
i nprovenents for watershed health and sal non recovery;
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, By the House of Representatives of
the state of Washington, the Senate concurring, That a joint select
|l egislative task force be established to evaluate and nake
recommendations to the legislature regarding the inplenentation of
wat er shed health and sal non recovery plans; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the eval uation and recommendati ons of
the joint select legislative task force include:

(1) A review of the current status of |ocal watershed and sal non
recovery plans and projects;

(2) A review of the current sources and uses of funding for
adm ni stration, planning, and project inplenentation;

(3) Areview of the organi zational structure and governance of the
regi onal recovery organi zations and watershed | evel entities currently
preparing or inplenenting plans and projects;

(4) The developnent of recommendations for any changes, if
necessary, to current governance and organi zational structures;

(5) The devel opnment of recommendati ons for new or existing sources
of funding for ongoing adm nistration, projects, plan inplenentation,
and nonitoring; and

(6) The devel opnent of recomrendations for inproving the allocation
of mtigation funding on a watershed basis, consistent wwth the state's
policies and prograns of optimzing mtigation projects; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the joint select I|egislative task
force be conposed of the chair and ranking mnority nenber of the house
of representatives economc developnent, agriculture, and trade
commttee; the chair and ranking mnority nenber of the house of
representatives natural resources, ecology, and parks commttee; the
chair and ranking mnority nenber of the house of representatives
capi tal budget commttee; the chair and ranking mnority nenber of the
senate water, energy, and environnment commttee; the chair and ranking
mnority menber of the senate natural resources, ocean, and recreation
commttee; and the chair and ranking mnority nenber of the senate ways
and neans conmttee; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED, That the task force gather information that
the task force considers appropriate for the evaluation of the next
steps needed to successfully inplenent actions identified in watershed
and sal non recovery plans; and
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That an advisory commttee be established
to provide assistance to the task force, upon request of the task
force, that is limted to the specific scope and content requested by
the task force; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the advisory commttee be conposed of
the following nenbers or their designees: The director of the
departnent of ecology; the director of the departnent of fish and
wldlife; the chair of the salnon recovery funding board; a
representative fromthe office of the governor; a representative from
a watershed planning group; a representative from a lead entity; a
representative froma regional salnon recovery group; a representative
fromthe federal fisheries service;, and a representative fromfederally
recogni zed Indian tribes; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the advisory commttee shall select a
chair fromanong its nenbers for the purpose of conducting neetings and
transmtting information fromthe advisory commttee as a group to the
joint select legislative task force; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED, That in devel oping its recommendations, the
joint select legislative task force may consult with the advisory
commttee; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That staff support for the joint select
| egislative task force and the advisory commttee be provided by senate
comm ttee services and the house of representatives office of program
research; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the task force may invite staff from
t he departnent of ecology, the office of the interagency conmttee for
out door recreation, and the departnent of fish and wildlife to provide
additional staff support for the joint select legislative task force
and the advisory commttee; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the joint select I|egislative task
force be established by June 1, 2005, report its evaluations and
recommendations to the appropriate |egislative commttees by Decenber
31, 2005, and expire January 1, 2006.

--- END ---
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