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HOUSE BI LL 3300

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representative Ericksen

Read first tinme 02/03/2006. Referred to Comm ttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Rel ating to popul ati on accommodati on requirenents for cities
with fewer than ten thousand residents; anmending RCW 36.70A 110 and
36. 70A. 115; and reenacting and anendi ng RCW 36. 70A. 130.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW36.70A. 110 and 2004 ¢ 206 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each county that is required or chooses to plan under RCW
36. 70A. 040 shal |l designate an urban growh area or areas within which
urban growt h shall be encouraged and outside of which growh can occur
only if it is not urban in nature. Each city that is |ocated in such
a county shall be included within an urban growth area. An ur ban
gromh area may include nore than a single city. An urban growh area
may include territory that is |ocated outside of a city only if such
territory already is characterized by urban growth whether or not the
urban growth area includes a city, or is adjacent to territory already
characterized by urban growh, or is a designated new fully contained
community as defined by RCW 36. 70A. 350.

(2)(a) Except as provided in this subsection, based upon the growth
managenent popul ati on projection made for the county by the office of
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financi al managenent, the county and each city within the county shal
i nclude areas and densities sufficient to permt the urban growth that
is projected to occur in the county or city for the succeeding twenty-
year period, except for those urban growh areas contained totally
within a national historical reserve.

(b) Gties wth fewer than ten thousand residents on April 1, 2006,

as determned by the office of financial nanagenent are not required to

satisfy the requirenents of (a) of this subsection

(c) Each urban growth area shall permt urban densities and shal
i ncl ude greenbelt and open space areas. In the case of urban growth
areas contained totally wwthin a national historical reserve, the city
may restrict densities, intensities, and fornms of urban growh as
determned to be necessary and appropriate to protect the physical
cultural, or historic integrity of the reserve. An urban growth area
determ nation may include a reasonable |and market supply factor and
shall permt a range of urban densities and uses. |In determning this
mar ket factor, cities and counties may consider |ocal circunstances.
Cities and counties have discretion in their conprehensive plans to
make many choi ces about accommodati ng grow h.

(d) Wthin one year of July 1, 1990, each county that as of June 1
1991, was required or chose to plan under RCW 36. 70A. 040, shall begin
consulting with each city located within its boundaries and each city
shal | propose the location of an urban growmh area. Wthin sixty days
of the date the county legislative authority of a county adopts its
resolution of intention or of certification by the office of financial
managenent, all other counties that are required or choose to plan
under RCW 36. 70A. 040 shall begin this consultation wth each city

| ocated within its boundaries. The county shall attenpt to reach
agreenent with each city on the location of an urban growh area w thin
which the city is located. |If such an agreenent is not reached with

each city located within the urban growh area, the county shal
justify in witing why it so designated the area an urban growth area.
Acity may object fornmally with the departnent over the designation of
the urban growth area within which it is |ocated. \Were appropriate,
the departnent shall attenpt to resolve the conflicts, including the
use of nediation services.

(3) Uban growh should be located first in areas already
characterized by urban growh that have adequate existing public
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facility and service capacities to serve such devel opnent, second in

areas already characterized by urban growh that wll be served

adequately by a conbination of both existing public facilities and

services and any additional needed public facilities and services that

are provided by either public or private sources, and third in the
remai ni ng portions of the urban growh areas. Urban growmh may al so be
| ocated in designated new fully contai ned comunities as defined by RCW
36. 70A. 350.

(4) In general, cities are the units of |ocal governnent nost
appropriate to provide urban governnental services. 1In general, it is
not appropriate that wurban governnental services be extended to or
expanded in rural areas except in those limted circunstances shown to
be necessary to protect basic public health and safety and the
envi ronnent and when such services are financially supportable at rural
densities and do not permt urban devel opnent.

(5) On or before October 1, 1993, each county that was initially
required to plan under RCW 36.70A 040(1) shall adopt devel opnent
regul ati ons designating interimurban growh areas under this chapter.
Wthin three years and three nonths of the date the county |egislative
authority of a county adopts its resolution of intention or of
certification by the office of financial managenent, all other counties
that are required or choose to plan under RCW 36. 70A. 040 shall adopt
devel opment regul ations designating interim urban growh areas under
this chapter. Adoption of the interim urban gromh areas may only
occur after public notice; public hearing; and conpliance wth the
state environnental policy act, chapter 43.21C RCW and RCW 36. 70A. 110.
Such action may be appealed to the appropriate growh managenent
hearings board under RCW 36. 70A. 280. Final urban growth areas shall be
adopted at the tinme of conprehensive plan adoption under this chapter.

(6) Each county shall include designations of urban growth areas in
its conprehensive plan.

(7) An urban growh area designated in accordance with this section
may include wthin its boundaries urban service areas or potential
annexation areas designated for specific cities or towns within the
county.

Sec. 2. RCW36.70A. 115 and 2003 ¢ 333 s 1 are each anmended to read
as foll ows:
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(1) Except as provided in this section, counties and cities that
are required or choose to plan under RCW 36. 70A. 040 shall ensure that,
taken coll ectively, adoption of and amendnents to their conprehensive
pl ans and/or devel opnment regul ations provide sufficient capacity of
| and suitable for devel opment within their jurisdictions to accommodate
their allocated housing and enploynent growth, as adopted in the
appl i cabl e countywi de pl anning policies and consistent with the twenty-
year popul ation forecast fromthe office of financial nanagenent.

(2) CGties with fewer than ten thousand residents on April 1, 2006,
as determned by the office of financial nanagenent are not required to
satisfy the requirenents of this section

Sec. 3. RCW36. 70A. 130 and 2005 ¢ 423 s 6 and 2005 c 294 s 2 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) (a) Each conprehensive | and use plan and devel opnent regul ations
shall be subject to continuing review and eval uati on by the county or
city that adopted them Except as otherw se provided, a county or city
shall take legislative action to review and, if needed, revise its
conpr ehensi ve | and use plan and devel opnment regul ations to ensure the
plan and regulations conply with the requirenents of this chapter
according to the tinme periods specified in subsection (4) of this
section.

(b) Except as otherw se provided, a county or city not planning
under RCW 36. 70A. 040 shall take action to review and, if needed, revise
its policies and devel opnent regul ations regarding critical areas and
natural resource |ands adopted according to this chapter to ensure
these policies and regulations conply with the requirenments of this
chapter according to the time periods specified in subsection (4) of
this section. Legislative action nmeans the adoption of a resolution or
ordinance following notice and a public hearing indicating at a
mnimum a finding that a review and evaluation has occurred and
identifying the revisions made, or that a revision was not needed and
t he reasons therefor.

(c) The review and evaluation required by this subsection nay be
conbined with the review required by subsection (3) of this section
The review and evaluation required by this subsection shall include
but is not limted to, consideration of critical area ordinances and,
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if planning under RCW 36.70A. 040, an analysis of the population
allocated to a city or county fromthe nost recent ten-year popul ation
forecast by the office of financial nmanagenent.

(d) Any anendnent of or revision to a conprehensive |and use plan
shall conform to this chapter. Any anendnent of or revision to
devel opnent regul ations shall be consistent wth and inplenent the
conpr ehensi ve pl an.

(2)(a) Each county and city shall establish and broadly di ssem nate
to the public a public participation program consistent with RCW
36. 70A. 035 and 36.70A. 140 that identifies procedures and schedul es
wher eby updates, proposed anendnents, or revisions of the conprehensive
pl an are considered by the governing body of the county or city no nore
frequently than once every year. "Updates" neans to review and revi se,
if needed, according to subsection (1) of this section, and the tine
periods specified in subsection (4) of this section or in accordance
with the provisions of subsection (8) of this section. Anmendnents may
be considered nore frequently than once per year under the follow ng
ci rcunst ances:

(i) The initial adoption of a subarea plan that does not nodify the
conprehensi ve plan policies and designations applicable to the subarea;

(1i) The adoption or amendnent of a shoreline master program under
the procedures set forth in chapter 90.58 RCW

(tit) The anendnent of the capital facilities elenment of a
conprehensive plan that occurs concurrently with the adoption or
anendnent of a county or city budget; and

(iv) Until June 30, 2006, the designation of recreational |ands
under RCW 36. 70A. 1701. A county anending its conprehensive plan
pursuant to this subsection (2)(a)(iv) may not do so nore frequently
t han every ei ghteen nonths.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in (a) of this subsection, al
proposal s shall be considered by the governing body concurrently so the
cunul ative effect of the wvarious proposals can be ascertained.
However, after appropriate public participation a county or city may
adopt anendnents or revisions to its conprehensive plan that conform
with this chapter whenever an energency exists or to resolve an appeal
of a conprehensive plan filed with a growth managenent hearings board
or with the court.
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(3)(a) Each county that designates urban growth areas under RCW
36. 70A. 110 shall review, at |least every ten years, its designated urban
growh area or areas, and the densities permtted within both the
i ncorporated and uni ncor porated portions of each urban growh area. 1In
conjunction with this review by the county, each city located within an
urban growth area shall review the densities permtted within its
boundaries, and the extent to which the urban growmh occurring within
the county has | ocated within each city and the uni ncorporated portions
of the urban growth areas.

(b)(i) Except as provided in this subsection (3)(b), the county
conprehensive plan designating urban growh areas, and the densities
permtted in the urban growth areas by the conprehensive plans of the
county and each city located within the urban growth areas, shall be
revised to accommodate the urban growh projected to occur in the
county for the succeeding twenty-year period.

(ii) Cties with fewer than ten thousand residents on April 1,
2006, as determned by the office of financial nanagenent are not
subject to the requirenents of (b)(i) of this subsection

(iii) The review required by this subsection may be conbined with
the review and eval uation required by RCW 36. 70A. 215.

(4) The departnment shall establish a schedule for counties and

cities to take action to review and, if needed, revise their
conpr ehensi ve plans and devel opnent regul ations to ensure the plan and
regul ations conply with the requirenents of this chapter. Except as

provided in subsection (8) of this section, the schedul e established by
the departnment shall provide for the reviews and evaluations to be
conpl eted as foll ows:

(a) On or Dbefore Decenber 1, 2004, and every seven years
thereafter, for Cdallam dark, Jefferson, King, Kitsap, Pierce,
Snohom sh, Thurston, and Whatcom counties and the cities within those
counti es;

(b) On or before Decenber 1, 2005, and every seven years
thereafter, for Cowitz, Island, Lewis, Mson, San Juan, Skagit, and
Skamani a counties and the cities wthin those counti es;

(c) On or before Decenber 1, 2006, and every seven years
thereafter, for Benton, Chelan, Douglas, Gant, Kittitas, Spokane, and
Yaki ma counties and the cities within those counties; and
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(d) On or before Decenber 1, 2007, and every seven years
thereafter, for Adans, Asotin, Colunbia, Ferry, Franklin, Garfield,
Grays Harbor, Klickitat, Lincoln, Gkanogan, Pacific, Pend Oeille,
Stevens, Wahki akum Walla Walla, and Witman counties and the cities
within those counti es.

(5 (a) Nothing in this section precludes a county or city from
conducting the review and evaluation required by this section before
the time limts established in subsection (4) of this section.
Counties and cities may begin this process early and may be eligible
for grants fromthe departnment, subject to available funding, if they
el ect to do so.

(b) State agencies are encouraged to provide technical assistance
to the counties and cities in the review of critical area ordi nances,
conpr ehensi ve plans, and devel opnent regul ati ons.

(6) A county or city subject to the tine periods in subsection
(4)(a) of this section that, pursuant to an ordi nance adopted by the
county or city establishing a schedule for periodic review of its
conpr ehensi ve plan and devel opnent regul ati ons, has conducted a review
and evaluation of its conprehensive plan and devel opnment regul ations
and, on or after January 1, 2001, has taken action in response to that
review and evaluation shall be deened to have conducted the first
review required by subsection (4)(a) of this section. Subsequent
review and eval uation by the county or city of its conprehensive plan
and devel opnent regul ations shall be conducted in accordance with the
time periods established under subsection (4)(a) of this section.

(7) The requirenents inposed on counties and cities under this
section shall be considered "requirenents of this chapter” under the
terme of RCW 36. 70A. 040(1). Only those counties and cities in
conpliance with the schedules in this section and those counties and
cities denonstrating substantial progress towards conpliance with the
schedules in this section for devel opnent regulations that protect
critical areas may receive grants, |oans, pledges, or financial
guarantees from those accounts established in RCW 43.155.050 and
70.146.030. A county or city that is fewer than twelve nonths out of
conpliance wth the schedules in this section for devel opnent
regulations that protect critical areas is deened to be naking
substantial progress towards conpliance. Only those counties and
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cities in conpliance with the schedules in this section may receive
preference for grants or |oans subject to the provisions of RCW
43. 17. 250.

(8)(a) Counties and cities required to satisfy the requirenents of
this section according to the schedul e established by subsection (4)(b)
through (d) of this section may conply with the requirenents of this
section for devel opnent regulations that protect critical areas one
year after the dates established in subsection (4)(b) through (d) of
this section.

(b) Counties and cities conplying with the requirenents of this
section one year after the dates established in subsection (4)(b)
through (d) of this section for devel opnment regulations that protect
critical areas shall be deenmed in conpliance with the requirenments of
this section.

(c) This subsection (8) applies only to the counties and cities
specified in subsection (4)(b) through (d) of this section, and only to
the requirenents of this section for developnment regulations that
protect critical areas that nust be satisfied by Decenber 1, 2005,
Decenber 1, 2006, and Decenber 1, 2007.

(9) Notwi thstanding subsection (8) of this section and the
substantial progress provisions of subsections (7) and (10) of this
section, only those counties and cities conplying with the schedule in
subsection (4) of this section nmay receive preferences for grants,
| oans, pl edges, or financial guarantees fromthose accounts established
in RCW 43. 155. 050 and 70. 146. 030.

(10) Until Decenber 1, 2005, and notw t hstandi ng subsection (7) of
this section, a county or city subject to the tinme periods in
subsection (4)(a) of this section denonstrating substantial progress
towards conpliance wth the schedules in this section for its
conprehensive |and use plan and devel opnent regul ations nay receive
grants, |oans, pledges, or financial guarantees from those accounts
establi shed in RCW43. 155. 050 and 70.146.030. A county or city that is
fewer than twelve nonths out of conpliance with the schedules in this
section for its conprehensive | and use plan and devel opnent regul ati ons
is deenmed to be naking substantial progress towards conpliance.

--- END ---
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