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HOUSE BI LL 3276

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Darneille, Upt hegr ove, Kagi , Hunt , Ni xon,
Hasegawa, W lianms, D ckerson and G een

Read first tinme 01/31/2006. Referred to Commttee on State
Gover nment Operations & Accountability.

AN ACT Relating to creating a task force to study voting rights and
restrictions of felons; creating new sections; and providing
expirations dates.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) The system for determ ni ng how, when, and where forner felons
have their right to vote restored is contributing to uncertainty about
the validity of the election process, and local county clerks and
auditors find it inpossible to access clear information about this
determ nati on;

(b) Washington currently denies the right to vote to all persons
who have been convicted of an infamous crinme and who have not fully
conpleted all conditions of their sentence, including full paynent of
their legal financial obligations;

(c) Responsibility for nonitoring conpliance with the various
conditions of the sentence is placed at various tinmes wth the
departnent of corrections, the county clerk, and the sentencing judge;
and
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(d) The current system for determ ning when the right to vote has
been restored takes away tinme from the other inportant duties of the
county clerks, county auditors, and secretary of state's staff.

(2) The legislature intends to study the issue of establishing a
standard for restricting and restoring the voting rights of felons that
will provide clear information about the status of fornmer felon voting
rights to all state and | ocal election officials.

(3) This section expires January 1, 2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) A legislative task force to study
standards for restricting and restoring the voting rights of felons is
est abl i shed.

(2) The task force nenbers are as provided in this subsection:

(a) The president of the senate shall appoint one nenber from each
of the two | argest caucuses of the senate;

(b) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint one
menber from each of the two Ilargest caucuses of the house of
representatives;

(c) The president of the senate and the speaker of the house of
representatives jointly shall appoint nenbers from each of the
fol |l om ng groups:

(1) One representative of county auditors;

(i1) One nmenber of the association of superior court judges;

(ti1) One defense attorney jointly designated by the Washington
def ender associ ation and the Washi ngt on associ ation of crimnal defense
| awyers;

(1v) One prosecutor designated by the Washington association of
prosecuting attorneys,;

(v) One representative from a business or organization that
primarily serves nmulticultural or diversity interests;

(vi) One victinms' advocate designated by the Washington coalition
of crinme victins' advocates;

(vii) One representative from a business or organization that
represents the interests of |owincone citizens;

(viii) One representative of an organization with expertise and an
interest in election refornms or voting rights issues;

(i1x) One representative of an organization that represents the
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interests of persons <concerned wth the effect of acquired
i mmunodefi ci ency syndrone on nulticultural communities; and

(x) One representative of an organization that has expertise in
civil liberties;

(d) The secretary of state, or the secretary's designee; and

(e) Arepresentative of the departnent of corrections.

(3) The task force shall choose its <chair from anong its
| egi sl ative nmenbership. The nenber appointed fromthe | argest caucus
of the house of representatives shall convene the initial neeting of
the task force.

(4) The task force nust review the follow ng issues:

(a) The current systemfor determ ning how, when, and where forner
fel ons have their right to vote restored,

(b) The agencies and entities that are responsible for nonitoring
conpliance with the various conditions of a felon's sentence; how the
monitoring is performed and communicated to other agencies; how the
data is mintained and updated; and the fiscal inpact of such
nmoni t ori ng; and

(c) The need for establishing any changes and cl earer standards as
it relates to the current system of restricting and restoring felon
voting rights and nonitoring conpliance with the conditions of a
felon's sentence.

(5) Staff support for the task force shall be provided by senate
comm ttee services and the house of representatives office of program
research.

(6) Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be rei nbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44.04.120. Nonl egi sl ati ve
menbers, except those representing an enployer or organization, are
entitled to be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance wth RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(7) The expenses of the task force shall be paid jointly by the
senate and the house of representatives. Task force expenditures are
subject to approval by the senate facilities and operations conmttee
and the house of representatives executive rules conmttee, or their
successor conmttees.

(8) The task force, where appropriate, may consult w th individuals
fromthe public and private sector or ask such individuals to establish
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an advisory commttee. Menbers of such an advisory conmttee are not

entitled to rei nbursenent of expenses.
(9) The task force nust report its findings and reconmendations to

the appropriate commttees of the |egislature by October 30, 2006.
(10) This section expires January 1, 2007.

~-- END ---
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