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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3207

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Capital Budget (originally sponsored by
Representati ve Sant 0s)

READ FI RST TI ME 2/ 7/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to community preservation; adding a new chapter to
Title 43 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Major public facilities, public works, and
capital projects with significant public funding generally aim to
accrue broad benefits to the people of Washi ngton. However, frequently
over| ooked or inadequately addressed is the interest of the stakehol der
comunity that bears the disproportionate cost of the broad public
benefit by absorbing a del eterious inpact upon itself. These inpacts
may i nclude dislocation, displacenent, and the overall disintegration
of an identifiable existing community and its historical and cultural
character. The legislature finds that the preservation and restoration
of the character of such a community, and the community's historica
and cul tural character, are inportant public policy goals that can be
achi eved through the creation of community preservation authorities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.
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(1) "Community" means a group of people who reside or work in a
wel | -defi ned geographic area and who currently or historically share a
distinct cultural identity or |local history.

(2) "Conmmunity preservation authority" means an authority created
by menbers of an inpacted conmunity.

(3) "Inpacted coommunity” nmeans a community that has been or has the
potential to be adversely inpacted by the construction of, or ongoing
operation of, nmultiple major public facilities, public works, and
capital projects with significant public funding.

(4) "Major public facilities project, public works project, or
capital project with significant public funding” neans any capital
proj ect whose total cost exceeds ten mllion dollars.

(5 "Single point of contact" neans a cabinet-level state agency
directed by the legislature to work wth community preservation
authorities to ensure communication and consultation anong state and
| ocal governnments and communities that may be inpacted by future major
public facilities, public works, or capital projects with significant
publ i c fundi ng.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) Conmmunity preservation authorities are
hereby created to restore or enhance the health, safety, and well -Dbeing
of comunities adversely inpacted by the construction of, or ongoing
operation of, nultiple major public facilities, public works, and
capital projects with significant public funding.

(2) Community preservation authorities have the foll ow ng purposes:

(a) To revitalize, enhance, and preserve the unique character of
i npacted comrunities;

(b) To mtigate the adverse effects of nultiple major public
facilities projects, public works projects, or capital projects with
significant public funding, or a secure community transition facility
as defined in RCW 71. 09. 020(14);

(c) To restore a local area's sense of comrunity;

(d) To reduce the displacenent of community nenbers and busi nesses;

(e) To stinulate the community's economc vitality;

(f) To enhance public service provisions;

(g) To inprove the standard of |iving of conmmunity nenbers;

(h) To preserve historic buildings or areas by returning themto
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econom cal ly productive uses that are conpatible with or enhance their
hi storic character; and

(i) To raise the visibility of the consequences of public policy
deci sions and acti ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) Menbers of an inpacted community may
propose formation of a conmunity preservation authority to the state
| egi slative delegation representing the area in which the community is
| ocat ed.

(2) The affairs of a conmmunity preservation authority nust be
managed by a board of directors, including the follow ng nenbers:

(a) Two nenbers who own, operate, or represent businesses within
the community;

(b) Two nmenbers who are involved in providing nonprofit comrunity
or social services within the community;

(c) Two nenbers who are involved in the arts and entertai nment
W thin the conmunity;

(d) Two nenbers with significant knowl edge of the comunity's
culture and history; and

(e) One nenber who is involved in a nonprofit or public planning
organi zation that directly serves the inpacted conunity.

(3) In appointing nenbers to the board of directors, preference
will be given to candi dates who reside within the inpacted conmunity.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Once constituted, a community preservation
authority shall

(1) Solicit input from nenbers of its comunity and develop a
capital projects plan to restore or enhance the health, safety, and
wel | -being of the inpacted community and to preserve and recapture its
cultural and historical identity;

(2) Include within the plan a prioritized list of projects
identified and supported by the comunity, including capital or
operating conponents that address one or nore of the purposes under
section 3 of this act;

(3) Wrk in partnership with a designated state agency to assi st
organi zations that serve the inpacted community to identify and
successfully conpete for local, state, federal, and private funding to
carry out projects that wll benefit the inpacted area; and
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(4) Work with the single point of contact to ensure that state and
| ocal governnent officials comunicate and consult fully with the
i npacted community and with each other prior to making siting, design,
and construction decisions for future public facilities, public works
projects, and capital projects with significant public funding. The
single point of contact nust nake every effort to ensure that the
cumul ative effects of nmultiple projects upon the inpacted conmunity are
consi der ed.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. The conmunity preservation authority account
is created in the state treasury. Moneys in the account may be spent
only after appropriation. Expenditures from the account may be used
only for projects under this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. By Novenber 15, 2006, the departnent of
community, trade, and econom c devel opnent shall devel op and report to
the appropriate commttees of the legislature recomendations for a
community preservation authorities program The departnent shall
devel op the recomendati ons within existing resources and shall consult
with at |east one community that has an interest in formng such an
aut hority. The recomendations mnust include statutory and budgetary
el ements needed to support the program and nust address operationa
i ssues, including: (1) The appointing authority and process by which
community preservation authority board nenbers are naned; (2) state
agenci es that should be considered for designation as the single point
of contact; (3) the nmeans for establishing the authorities' eligibility
for grant and loan prograns; (4) how the community preservation
authorities program should address the potential inpacts of nmgjor
public facilities, public works, and capital projects sited within and
adj acent to the community's geographic boundaries; and (5) any other
i ssues that nust be resolved in order to operate the program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 6 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

~-- END ---
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