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HOUSE BI LL 3110

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Roberts, Darnei | | e, Kagi, \al sh, Pettigrew,
Kenney, Green, Hasegawa, Appleton and O nsbhy

Read first tinme 01/20/2006. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Servi ces.

AN ACT Rel ating to expandi ng parenting provisions in the WrkFirst
program and anmendi ng RCW 74. 08A. 270.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW74.08A. 270 and 2002 ¢ 89 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Good cause reasons for failure to participate in WrkFirst
program conponents i ncl ude: (a) Situations where the recipient is a
parent or other relative personally providing care for a child under
the age of six years, and formal or informal child care, or day care
for an incapacitated individual living in the same hone as a dependent
child, is necessary for an individual to participate or continue
participation in the programor accept enpl oynent, and such care is not
avai l able, and the departnent fails to provide such care; or (b) the
recipient is a parent with a child under the age of one year ((;—except

that—at—thetime—a—chilbd—reachesthe—age—oflthreenonths—the reciprent
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(2) Nothing in this section shall prevent a recipient from
participating fully in the WorkFirst programon a voluntary basis. A
reci pient who chooses to participate fully in the WrkFirst program
shall be considered to be fulfilling the requirenents of this section

(3) For any recipient who clains a good cause reason for failure to
participate in the WrkFirst program based on the fact that the
reci pient has a child under the age of one year, the departnent shall,
within existing resources, conduct an assessnent of the recipient
within ninety days and before a job search conponent is initiated in
order to determne if the recipient has any specific service needs or
enpl oynent barriers. As part of this assessnent, or prior to it, a
caseworker shall assist the recipient in identifying and accessing
appropriate instruction, training, or counseling which has the purpose
of inproving parenting skills or child well-being. The assessnent may
also include identifying the need for substance abuse treatnent, nental
health treatnent, or donestic violence services, and shall be used in
devel oping the recipient's individual responsibility plan.

(4) A parent may only receive the exenption under subsection (1)(b)
of this section one tinme, for one child.

~-- END ---
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