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HOUSE BI LL 3045

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Conway, O nsby and Sinpson

Read first tinme 01/18/2006. Referred to Commttee on Comrmerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to sprinkler fitters; adding a new chapter to Title
18 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Advisory board" neans the state advisory board of sprinkler
fitters.

(2) "Certificate" nmeans a certificate of conpetency granted by the
director under the terns of this chapter, and is valid within the state
and all political subdivisions and neets all of the requirenments for
license or certification that nmay be applied by the political
subdi vi si ons.

(3) "Contractor" neans any person, corporation, or other entity,
i censed under the provisions of chapter 18.160 RCW which perforns any
wor k covered by the provisions of this chapter.

(4) "Director"” nmeans the state director of fire protection

(5) "Fire protection sprinkler fitting" neans installing, testing,
altering, repairing, inspecting, renovating, and maintaining sprinkler,
st andpi pe, hose, or other hazard systens for fire protection purposes,
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that is an assenbly of wunderground or overhead piping or conduit
begi nning at the connection to the primary water supply, whether public
or private, fire hydrants, hydrant mains, sprinkler tank heaters, air
lines, linear detection systens, aspirating detection systens, and al

t anks and punps attached thereto.

(6) "Journey-level sprinkler fitter" neans any person who has been
issued a certificate of conpetency by the director as provided by this
chapter.

(7) "NFPA 13-D' neans the standard in use by the national fire
protection association for the installation of fire protection
sprinkler systens in one and two-famly dwellings and manufactured
homes whenever the provisions of this chapter are applied.

(8 "NFPA 13-R' neans the standard in use by the national fire
protection association for the installation of fire protection
sprinkler systens in residential dwellings up to and including four
stories in height whenever the provisions of this chapter are applied.

(9) "Residential sprinkler fitter" means anyone who has been issued
a residential certificate of conpetency limted to installation,
mai nt enance, and repair of the fire protection sprinkler system of
residential occupancies as defined by NFPA 13-D and NFPA 13-R

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) No person may engage in the trade of
fire protection sprinkler fitting without having a valid journey-Ievel
sprinkler fitter certificate of conpetency, residential sprinkler
fitter certificate of conpetency, or tenporary permt.

(2) No contractor may enploy a person in violation of subsection
(1) of this section to performfire protection sprinkler fitting work.

(3) A person found by the director to have commtted an infraction
under this chapter shall be assessed a nonetary penalty of five hundred
dol | ars.

(4) Each day in which a person engages in the trade of fire
protection sprinkler fitting in violation of subsection (1) of this
section or enploys a person in violation of subsection (2) of this
section is considered a separate infraction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) A person who applies for a journey-I|evel
sprinkler fitter certificate of conpetency as provided in this chapter
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shall provide evidence to the director that he or she has conpleted
ei ght thousand hours of trade-related fire protection sprinkler fitting
experi ence.

(2) Any person who applies for a residential sprinkler fitter
certificate of conpetency as provided in this chapter shall provide
evidence to the director that he or she has conpleted four thousand
hours of trade-related fire protection sprinkler fitting or residenti al
fire protection sprinkler experience.

(3) An applicant for a certificate of conpetency shall submt an
application to the director and pay a fifty-dollar application fee.

(4) The director may grant and issue tenporary permts in |ieu of
certificates of conpetency when a journey-level sprinkler fitter or
residential sprinkler fitter from another state, who neets the
requirenents of this section, submts an application with a fifty-
dollar filing fee for a tenporary permt to engage in fire protection
sprinkler fitting as a journey-level sprinkler fitter or as a
residential sprinkler fitter until such tine as an application for a
certificate of conpetency is submtted and approved. A tenporary
certificate may not be granted for a period of nore than ninety days
fromthe date of issuance.

(5 The director may, wupon receipt of an application for
exam nation waiver, grant a certificate of conpetency wthout
exam nation to any applicant who is a certified journey-I|evel sprinkler
fitter or residential sprinkler fitter froma state whose requirenents
for certification are at |east substantially equivalent to the
requirenents of this state, and which extends the sane privileges of
reciprocity to journey-level sprinkler fitters or residential sprinkler
fitters certified in this state.

(6) The director shall grant a certificate of conpetency w thout an
exam nation to all applicants who, during the ninety days follow ng the
effective date of this section, submt an application for such
certification, along with a fifty-dollar filing fee and evidence of his
or her enploynent as a journey-level sprinkler fitter or residentia
sprinkler fitter for a period of not |ess than eight thousand hours.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The director, with the advice of the
advi sory board established in section 6 of this act, shall prepare a
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witten exam nation to be admnistered to applicants for certificates
of conpetency for journey-level sprinkler fitter and residential
sprinkler fitter.

(2) The director shall admnister the witten examnation to
eligible persons. Prior to taking the exam nation, all applicants
shall pay an exam nation fee of fifty dollars to the director

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) The director shall issue a certificate
of conpetency to all eligible applicants who pass the witten
exam nation required under section 4 of this act. The certificate nust
bear the date of issuance and expires three years follow ng the date of
i ssuance. A person may renew his or her certification by submtting to
the director an application for renewal with an application fee of
fifty dollars.

(2) If a person fails to renew the certificate prior to its
expiration, he or she nust reapply for certification in accordance wth
this section, and retake the witten exam nation required under section
4 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) There is created a state advisory board
of sprinkler fitters, conposed of five nenbers as follows: Two
journey-level sprinkler fitters, appointed by the governor; two
contractors |licensed under chapter 18.160 RCW appointed by the
governor; and the director or the director's designee.

(2) The ternms of one journey-level sprinkler fitter and one
contractor expire two years after appointnent; and the terns of the
second journey-level sprinkler fitter and the second contractor expire
three years after appointnment. Upon the expiration of each term a new
menber nust be appointed by the governor to serve for a termof three
years.

(3) The advisory board shall carry out all the functions and duties
set forth in this chapter, as well as generally advise the director on
all matters relating to this chapter.

(4) Each nenber of the advisory board nust be reinbursed for trave
expenses when attendi ng schedul ed neetings of the advisory board.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The fire protection sprinkler fitting
certificate account is created in the custody of the state treasurer.
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All receipts fromfees established under this chapter nust be deposited
into the account. Expenditures fromthe account may be used only for
adm nistering this chapter. Only the director or the director's
desi gnee may authori ze expenditures fromthe account. The account is
subject to allotnment procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but an
appropriation is not required for expenditures.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. An authorized representative of the director
may investigate alleged violations of this chapter. Upon request of an
authorized representative, a person performng fire protection
sprinkler fitting or residential sprinkler fitting work nust produce
evidence that he or she has a certificate or permt issued by the
director in accordance with this chapter. Failure to produce such
evidence is an infraction as provided in section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. A person wishing to appeal a determ nation
of infraction under this chapter nust file an appeal within twenty days
of the date of the notice of infraction in accordance with chapter
34.05 RCW the adm nistrative procedure act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. Sections 1 through 9 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 18 RCW

~-- END ---
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