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HOUSE BI LL 2978

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Hasegawa, Chase and Santos

Read first time 01/17/2006. Referred to Commttee on State
Government Operations & Accountability.

AN ACT Relating to requirenments for fiscal inpact statenments
prepared for the voters' panphlet; and anmending RCW 29A 32.070 and
29A. 72. 025.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A. 32.070 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 807 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary of state shall determ ne the format and | ayout of the
voters' panphlet. The secretary of state shall print the panphlet in
clear, readable type on a size, quality, and weight of paper that in
the judgnent of the secretary of state best serves the voters. The
panphl et nust contain a table of contents. Federal and state offices
must appear in the panphlet in the sane sequence as they appear on the
bal | ot. Measures and argunents nust be printed in the order specified
by RCW 29A. 72. 290.

The voters' panphlet nust provide the following information for
each statew de issue on the ballot:

(1) The legal identification of the neasure by serial designation
or nunber;

(2) The official ballot title of the measure;
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(3) A statenent prepared by the attorney general explaining the | aw
as it presently exists;

(4) A statenment prepared by the attorney general explaining the
effect of the proposed neasure if it becones |aw,

(5) The fiscal inpact statenent prepared under RCW ((29—+90%5))
29A. 72. 025;

(6) The total nunber of votes cast for and against the nmeasure in
the senate and house of representatives, if the neasure has been passed
by the | egislature;

(7) An argunent advocating the voters' approval of the neasure
together with any statenment in rebuttal of the opposing argunent;

(8) An argunent advocating the voters' rejection of the neasure
together with any statenment in rebuttal of the opposing argunent;

(9) Each argunent or rebuttal statenent nust be followed by the
names of the commttee nenbers who submtted them and nay be foll owed
by a tel ephone nunber that citizens may call to obtain information on
t he bal | ot neasure;

(10) The full text of each neasure.

Sec. 2. RCW29A 72.025 and 2004 c 266 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The office of financial managenent, in consultation with the
secretary of state, the attorney general, and any other appropriate
state or |ocal agency, shall prepare a fiscal inpact statenent for each
of the followi ng state ballot neasures: (((85)) (&) An initiative to
the people that is certified to the ballot; ((£&)) (b) an initiative
to the legislature that will appear on the ballot; ((£3)) (c) an
alternative neasure appearing on the ballot that the legislature
proposes to an initiative to the legislature; (((4y)) (d) a referendum
bill referred to voters by the legislature; and ((5))) (e) a
ref erendum neasure appearing on the ballot. Fiscal inpact statenments
must be witten in clear and concise |anguage and avoid |egal and
technical ternms when possible, and nmay include easily understood
gr aphi cs.

(2) A fiscal inpact statenent nust describe any projected increase
or decrease in revenues, costs, expenditures, or indebtedness that the
state or |l ocal governnents will experience if the ballot neasure were
approved by state voters. Wiere appropriate, a fiscal inpact statenent
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may include both estimted dollar anmobunts and a description placing the
estimated dollar anounts into context. A fiscal inpact statenent nust
i ncl ude: (a) The current percentage anmount of revenue from retail
sales tax, business and occupation tax, property tax, real estate
excise tax, public wutility tax, and any other taxes in which two
percent or nore revenue iS received by the state; (b) the current
percentage of distribution of spending fromthe state general fund; and

(c) the percent of incone paid in all WAshington state and | ocal taxes
br oken down by household incone as follows:

(i) Bel ow seventeen thousand dollars;

(ii) Between seventeen thousand dollars and thirty-one thousand

dol l ars;

(iii) Between thirty-one thousand dollars and forty-eight thousand
dol l ars;

(iv) Between forty-eight thousand dollars and seventy-five thousand
dol l ars;

(v) Between seventy-five thousand dollars and one hundred forty-
three thousand doll ars;

(vi) Between one hundred forty-three thousand dollars and nine
hundred twenty-two thousand dollars; and

(vii) Over nine hundred twenty-two thousand dollars.

(3) Afiscal inpact statenent nust include both a summary of not to
exceed one hundred words and a nore detailed statenent that includes
t he assunptions that were made to devel op the fiscal inpacts.

(4) Fiscal inpact statenments nust be available online from the
secretary of state's web site and included in the state voters'

panphl et .

--- END ---
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