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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2594

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmittee on State Governnment Operations & Accountability
(originally sponsored by Representatives Hasegawa, MCoy, Santos,
Pettigrew, Kenney, Hudgins, Upthegrove, Hunt, O Brien, Haigh, Kag
and Di ckerson)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to bilingual voting assistance; anending RCW
29A.44.410; reenacting and anmending RCW 29A. 44.240; «creating new
sections; and providing expiration dates.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The purpose of this act is to create a task
force to effectuate the legislature's intent to enact section 203 of
the voting rights act.

This section expires January 31, 2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Ajoint select legislative task force on
i ncreasing voter participation for single-language mnority groups is
established, with nenbers as provided in this subsection.

(a) The president of the senate shall appoint one nenber from each
of the two | argest caucuses of the senate.

(b) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint one
menber from each of the two Ilargest caucuses of the house of
representatives.

(c) The president of the senate and the speaker of the house of
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representatives jointly shall appoint nenbers from each of the
fol |l om ng groups:

(i) Two nmenbers representing county auditors or election directors
in counties that are required to provide election materials in a
| anguage ot her than Engli sh. One of these nenbers shall be from a
county required to provide election materials in Chinese, and one shal
be froma county required to provide election materials in Spanish;

(i1) Four representatives frombilingual conmunities;

(ii1) Two representatives froman organization with expertise with
section 203 of the voting rights act;

(iv) One representative of an organi zation that has expertise in
civil liberties.

(d) The office of the secretary of state shall cooperate with the
task force and maintain a liaison representative, who shall be a
nonvoting nenber. The office shall cooperate with the task force and
provide information as the cochairs may reasonably request.

(e) Appointnments under this subsection nust be made within thirty
days of the effective date of this section.

(f) The task force shall choose its cochairs from anong its
| egi sl ati ve nmenbershi p.

(2) The task force shall:

(a) Make recommendations on inplenenting the requirenents of
section 203 of the voting rights act within the state;

(b) ldentify ways to increase voter participation by single-
| anguage mnority groups who do not speak or understand English
adequately enough to participate in the el ectoral process;

(c) Recomrend paraneters for providing | anguages ot her than English
on voting and election materials; and

(d) Make ot her reconmmendati ons as necessary.

(3) Staff support for the task force shall be provided by the
senate commttee services and the house of representatives office of
program research

(4) Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be rei nbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44.04.120. Nonl egi sl ati ve
menbers, except those representing an enployer or organization, are
entitled to be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance wth RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.
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(5) The expenses of the task force shall be paid jointly by the
senate and the house of representatives. Task force expenditures are
subject to approval by the senate facilities and operations conmttee
and the house of representatives executive rules conmttee, or their
successor conmttees.

(6) The task force shall report its findings, recomrendations, and
proposed |l egislation to the appropriate commttees of the legislature
by January 2007.

(7) This section expires January 31, 2007.

Sec. 3. RCW29A. 44.240 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1123 and 2003 c 53 s 180
are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) Voting shall be secret except to the extent necessary to assi st
sensory or physically disabled voters, or voters who require |anguage
interpretation.

(2) If any voter declares in the presence of the election officers
t hat because of sensory or physical disability he or she is unable to
register or record his or her vote, he or she may designate a person of
his or her choice or two election officers from opposite politica
parties to enter the voting machine booth with himor her and record
his or her vote as he or she directs.

(3) Any voter who requires interpretation assistance nay designate

a person of his or her choice to enter the voting nachine booth with
hi mor her to provide |anguage interpretation and to assist the voter
in recording his or her vote. A person who assists wth |anguage
interpretation under this subsection may not be the voter's enployer or

be associated with the voter's union.
(4) A person violating this section is guilty of a m sdeneanor.

Sec. 4. RCW 29A. 44.410 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1134 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) At least ten days prior to any primary or el ection, general or
special, the county auditor shall appoint one inspector and two judges
of election for each precinct (or each conbination of precincts
tenporarily consolidated as a single precinct for that primary or
el ection), other than those precincts designated as vote-by-mai
precincts pursuant to RCW 29A. 48. 010. Except as provided in subsection
(3) of this section, the persons appointed shall be anong those whose
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nanmes are contained on the lists furnished under RCW 29A. 44. 430 by the
chai rpersons of the county central commttees of the political parties
entitled to representation thereon. Such precinct election officers,
whenever possible, should be residents of the precinct in which they
serve.

(2) The county auditor may delete fromthe lists of nanmes submtted
to the auditor by the chairpersons of the county central conmttees
under RCW 29A. 44.430: (a) The names of those persons who indicate to
the auditor that they cannot or do not wish to serve as precinct
el ection officers for the primary or election or who ot herw se cannot
so serve; and (b) the nanmes of those persons who lack the ability to
conduct properly the duties of an inspector or judge of election after
training in that proper conduct has been nade available to them by the
audi t or. The lists which are submtted to the auditor in a tinely
manner under RCW 29A.44.430, less the deletions authorized by this
subsection, constitute the official nomnation lists for inspectors and
j udges of election.

(3) If the nunber of persons whose nanmes are on the official
nom nation list for a political party is not sufficient to satisfy the
requi renents of subsection (4) of this section as it applies to that
political party or is otherw se insufficient to provide the nunber of
precinct election officials required from that political party, the
auditor shall notify the chair of the party's county central conmmttee
regarding the deficiency. The chair may, within five business days of
being notified by the auditor, add to the party's nom nation list the
nanmes of additional persons belonging to that political party who are
qualified to serve on the election boards. To the extent that,
following this procedure, the nunber of persons whose nanes appear on
the official nomnation lists of the political parties is insufficient
to provide the nunber of election inspectors and judges required for a
primary or election, the auditor may appoint a properly trained person
whose nane does not appear on such a list as an inspector or judge of
el ection for a precinct. The auditor nust nmake reasonable efforts to
appoint staff and poll workers who are bilingual. Available bilingual
poll workers nust be assigned to poll sites based on the |anguage
spoken by the poll worker and the population speaking that |anguage in
the county.
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(4) The county auditor shall designate the inspector and one judge
in each precinct from that political party which polled the highest
nunber of votes in the county for its candidate for president at the
| ast preceding presidential election and one judge fromthat political
party polling the next highest nunber of votes in the county for its
candi date for president at the sane election. The provisions of this
subsection apply only if the nunber of nanes on the official nom nation
list for inspectors and judges of election for a political party is
sufficient to satisfy the requirenents inposed by this subsection.

(5) Except as provided in RCW 29A 44.440 for the filling of
vacancies, this shall be the exclusive nethod for the appointnent of
i nspectors and judges to serve as precinct election officers at any
primary or election, general or special, and shall supersede the
provi sions of any and all other statutes, whether general or special in
nature, having different requirenents.

--- END ---
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