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HOUSE BI LL 2539

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Schual-Berke, Mrrell, Sinpson, Roberts, Moeller
and Hudgi ns

Read first tine 01/10/ 2006. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Rel ating to disaster nedical assistance teans; adding a new
section to chapter 38.08 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 38.08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) In the event of a public health disaster or if there is
reasonabl e cause to believe that a public health disaster is immnent,
the governor may call a Washington disaster nedical assistance team
into state service. The state shall pay for supplies and equi pnent
used in conjunction with a call for state service.

(2) "D saster nedical assistance teamt neans a volunteer team of
pr of essi onal and paraprof essi onal nedi cal personnel and |ogistical and
adm ni stration personnel designed to provide nedical care during a
di saster or other event and who have forned a response team under the
gui dance of the national disaster nedical system

(3) A nmenber of a disaster nedical assistance team called into
state service shall be afforded all the protections as an enpl oyee of
the state and shall be considered an enpl oyee of the state for purposes
of workers' conpensation and death benefits, if the nenber:
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(a) Registers with and receives approval to serve on a disaster
medi cal assistance teamfromthe mlitary departnment; and

(b) Provides direct nmedical care to a victim of a disaster or
provi des ot her support services during a disaster.

(4) The governor, through the adjutant general, shall adopt rules
necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.

(5) I'n the event of a federal disaster occurring concurrently with
a state disaster, the federal governnent shall have the first right to
call the disaster nmedical assistance teaminto service.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Funding for the purposes of this act shall
be fromthe di saster response account.

~-- END ---
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