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HOUSE BI LL 2530

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representative N xon

Read first tinme 01/10/2006. Referred to Commttee on State
Government Operations & Accountability.

AN ACT Relating to disclosure of accident reports; anmending RCW
46. 52. 080 and 46.52.083; adding new sections to chapter 42.56 RCW
recodi fying RCW 46.52.080 and 46.52.083; and providing an effective
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 42.56 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Interested party" nmeans the driver or drivers involved in a
vehi cul ar accident, or the |egal guardians of the driver or drivers;
the parent of a mnor driver; any person injured in a vehicular
accident; the owner of vehicles or property damaged in a vehicul ar
accident; or any authorized representative, attorney, or insurer of
such an interested party.

(2) "Noninterested party" neans any person other than an interested
party.

(3) "Personal information" neans nane, address, telephone nunber,
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date of birth, driver's license nunber, and social security nunber of
an interested party.

Sec. 2. RCW 46.52.080 and 1979 c 158 s 162 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Al'l required accident reports and supplenental reports and copies
t hereof shall be wthout prejudice to the reporting individual ((se
repoerting)), and shall be for the confidential use of the county
prosecuting attorney ((and)), the chief of police or county sheriff, as
the case may be, ((and)) the director of licensing ((ard)), the chief
of the Washington state patrol, and other officer or conm ssion as
authorized by l|aw, except ((that—any—sueh)) as provided in this
section.

(1) Upon the request of an interested party, any authorized officer
shall disclose to the interested party the nanes and addresses of
persons reported as involved in an accident or as w tnesses thereto,
the vehicle Ilicense plate nunbers and descriptions of vehicles
invol ved, and the date, tinme, and location of an accident((—to—any
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(2) Upon the request of a noninterested party, any authorized

officer shall disclose only the vehicle license plate nunbers and
descriptions of vehicles involved, and the date, tinme, and |ocation of
the accident. Personal information included in all such reports may
not be disclosed to a noninterested party.

(3) No such accident report or copy thereof shall be used as
evidence in any trial, civil or crimnal, arising out of an accident,
except that any officer above named for receiving accident reports
shal |l furnish, upon demand of any person who has, or who clains to
have, made such a report, or, upon demand of any court, a certificate
showi ng that a specified accident report has or has not been made to
the chief of the Washington state patrol solely to prove a conpliance
or afailure to conply with the requirenent that such a report be nade
in the manner required by law. PROVIDED, That the reports may be used
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as evidence when necessary to prosecute charges filed in connection
with a violation of RCW46.52. 088.

Sec. 3. RCW46.52.083 and 1965 ex.s. ¢ 119 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Al of the factual data submtted in report formby the officers,
together with the signed statenents of all wtnesses, except the
reports signed by the drivers involved in the accident, shall be nade
avai |l abl e upon request to ((the)) interested parties ((nrared—+n—REW
46.52.080)). If such reports are provided to noninterested parties,
all personal information shall be redacted before disclosure.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. RCW 46.52.080 and 46.52.083 are each
recodi fied as new sections in chapter 42.56 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act takes effect July 1, 2006.

~-- END ---
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