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H 4588. 2

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2485

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By House Comm ttee on Educati on (originally sponsor ed by
Representatives Hunter, Jarrett, Talcott and Tom

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to college placenent tests for high school
students; adding a new section to chapter 28A. 230 RCW and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that too many students
graduate from hi gh school and find thensel ves academ cally unprepared
for postsecondary study, including students who thought they were
enrolled in a college preparatory program while in high school. The
| egislature further finds that sonme students, particularly those whose
parents did not attend college, do not pursue postsecondary study
because they are unaware they have the potential to succeed in higher
educati on. Therefore, the legislature intends to make college
pl acenent tests wi dely available in high schools and encourage high
school students, their parents, and their teachers to use the tests as
a tool for planning and preparing for their future.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 230
RCWto read as foll ows:
(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall reinburse schoo
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districts, from funds appropriated for this purpose, for college
pl acement tests that districts annually offer to students in tenth or
el eventh grade. Districts shall encourage but may not require students
to take the test. A district intending to offer a coll ege pl acenent
test under this section shall consult with a local conmmunity or
technical college or other public institution of higher education in
the region before selecting a test.

(2) Students in home-based instruction under chapter 28A 200 RCW
may participate wth students at the public school in college placenent
tests offered by a district. If the district is reinbursed for the
col l ege placenent test wunder this section, students in hone-based
instruction shall not be charged for participating in the test.

(3) The college placenent tests shall serve to assist students,
parents, and teachers in the planning and sel ection of appropriate high
school courses and to gauge student readi ness for postsecondary study,
i ncludi ng dual enrollnment prograns. Results of the tests and rel evant
student, school, and district characteristics shall be conpiled by the
superintendent of public instruction to permt research and anal ysis,
i ncluding analysis using the unique student identifier, and shall be
made available to the parents of those students tested. Aggr egat e
results shall be nmade available to the public and the |egislature.

(4) For the purposes of this section, "college placenment test"”
means a test designed to provide diagnostic information conparing a
student's knowl edge and skills in a particular content area to the
knowl edge and skills typically required for postsecondary study in that
area and wused to place students into appropriate |evels of
post secondary cour ses.
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