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HOUSE BI LL 2397

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Dickerson, WIIlians, Meller, Hasegawa, Darneille,
Morrell, Wallace, Flannigan, Green, MIloscia and B. Sullivan

Prefiled 12/29/2005. Read first tinme 01/09/2006. Referred to

Committee on Children & Fam |y Services.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a pilot program to facilitate
delivery of evidence-based practice nental health treatnent to
children; and adding a new section to chapter 71.24 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 71.24 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) To the extent funding is appropriated in the operating budget,
t he departnment shall establish a pilot programto support collaborative
| ocal efforts to select, inplenent, and ensure quality evi dence-based
mental health services provided to children by Decenber 2006.

(a) The program sites shall be selected through a request for
proposal process which shall begin by July 2006. The pilot program
shal |l consist of four sites, with at |least one site |located in eastern

Washi ngt on.

(b) The request for proposal shall include the specific criteria
listed in subsection (2) of this section, in order to qualify for the
pil ot program The request for proposal shall include a l|ist of

exanpl es of specific evidence-based nental health service options from
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which pilot program sites may choose as the nental health service or

services they will deliver

(2) Any county, or group of counties, may submt a proposal to be
selected as a pilot site. In order to be considered for a pilot site,
the proposal shall denonstrate how the site will neet the follow ng

criteria. The proposal shall:

(a) Designate the | ead agency for the program The | ead agency is
not required to be a state agency or a regional support network. The
| ead agency may be any public or private agency capable of neeting the
requi renents of this section;

(b) Describe how the | ead agency shall work with community partners
to inplement the pilot program activities described in this section
The proposal shall specifically identify the conmmunity partners wth
whom the agency will be collaborating and the role of the partners
The community partners nmust include, at a mninmm representatives of
the local nmental health, juvenile justice, and child welfare systens,
as well as representatives of famlies of children in need of nental
heal th services. Community partners may, but are not required to,
i nclude representatives fromother child-serving systens such as health
care and educati on;

(c) Identify the areas of potential need based upon input fromthe
community partners;

(d) ldentify the evidence-based nental health service or services
that will be inplenmented in the area served by the pilot program based
upon community needs and resources. The service or services to be
provi ded nmust be selected froma |list of evidence-based service options
provi ded by the departnent. The departnent may consi der expandi ng the
list of service options to include prom sing practices, in addition to
evi dence-based practices, after evidence-based services have been
est abl i shed,;

(e) ldentify the resources within the conmunity that m ght support
training for the inplenentation of the sel ected evidence-based service
or services; and

(f) ldentify resources within the community that are able to
support quality assurance activities to nonitor fidelity to the
evi dence- based service or services that are inplenented, and track
outcones for children receiving those services.
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(3) The departnent shall wutilize the University of Washington
school of nedicine's departnent of psychiatry and behavi oral sciences
di vi si on of public behavioral health and justice to provide support and
assistance in all phases of the pilot program including initiating,
i npl enmenting, and nonitoring the pilot program

(4) Beginning in July 2007, the Washington state institute for
public policy shall conduct a study of the pilot program neasuring
i nprovenents in the delivery of nental health services to children.
The institute shall issue a report containing its prelimnary findings
to the legislature by Decenber 1, 2007, and a final report by Decenber
1, 2008.

(5) Inplenentation of this programis subject to the availability
of funds.

~-- END ---
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