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HOUSE BI LL 2310

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Sommers and Cody

Read first time 03/30/2005. Referred to Cormittee on Appropriations.

AN ACT Relating to physician referrals; adding a new section to
chapter 18.71 RCW and adding a new section to chapter 18.57 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 18.71 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "Financial relationship”" nmeans a relationship between a
physician and a health care facility and that includes either:

(1) An ownership or investnment interest; or

(11) A conpensation arrangenent that involves remuneration between
a physician, or an immediate famly nenber of a physician, and a health
care facility.

(b) "Health care facility" means a radiol ogi st group practice or an
of fice consisting solely of one or nore radiologists.

(c) "Radiologist” neans a physician certified by the Anerican board
of radiology or the Anmerican osteopathic board of radiol ogy.

(d) "Radiol ogy services" neans health care services perforned by a

p. 1 HB 2310



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e
N R O

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

radi ol ogi st or credentialed assistive personnel of a radiologist,
including nmagnetic resonance inmaging services, conputed axia
t onogr aphy services, or positron em ssion tonography services.

(2) A physician may not refer a patient, or direct an enpl oyee of
or person under contract with the physician to refer a patient, for
radi ol ogy services at a health care facility in which the physician has
a financial relationship.

(3) No health <care services contractor or health plan is
responsi bl e for paynents for radi ol ogy services provided pursuant to an
i nproper referral under subsection (2) of this section.

(4) A violation of this section constitutes unprofessional conduct
under chapter 18.130 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 18.57 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "Financial relationship" nmeans a relationship between an
ost eopat hi ¢ physician or surgeon and a health care facility and that
i ncl udes either:

(1) An ownership or investnment interest; or

(1i) A conpensation arrangenent that involves remuneration between
an osteopat hic physician or surgeon, or an imedi ate fam |y nmenber of
an osteopat hic physician or surgeon, and a health care facility.

(b) "Health care facility" means a radiol ogi st group practice or an
of fice consisting solely of one or nore radiologists.

(c) "Radiologist” neans a physician certified by the Anerican board
of radiology or the Anmerican osteopathic board of radiol ogy.

(d) "Radiol ogy services" neans health care services perforned by a
radi ol ogi st or credentialed assistive personnel of a radiologist,
including nmagnetic resonance inmaging services, conputed axia
t onogr aphy services, or positron em ssion tonography services.

(2) An osteopathic physician or surgeon may not refer a patient, or
direct an enployee of or person under contract wth the osteopathic
physician or surgeon to refer a patient, for radiology services at a
health care facility in which the osteopathic physician or surgeon has
a financial relationship.
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(3) No health <care services contractor or health plan is
responsi bl e for paynents for radi ol ogy services provided pursuant to an
i nproper referral under subsection (2) of this section.

(4) A violation of this section constitutes unprofessional conduct
under chapter 18.130 RCW

~-- END ---
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