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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2110

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on State CGovernnent Operations & Accountability
(originally sponsored by Representatives WIIlianms, Wod, dibborn,
Rodne and Si npson)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 07/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to access to accident reports and information
conpiled by the Washington state patrol; anending RCW 46.52. 060 and
46. 52.080; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of this act to clarify that
the public shall have access under the public disclosure act to all
accident reports and information <conpiled or <collected by the
Washi ngton state patrol under this statute.

Sec. 2. RCW46.52.060 and 1998 ¢ 169 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It shall be the duty of the chief of the Wshington state
patrol to file, tabulate, and analyze all accident reports and to
publish annually, inmediately follow ng the close of each fiscal year,
and nonthly during the course of the year, statistical information
based thereon showing the nunber of accidents, the |location, the
frequency and circunstances thereof and other statistical information
whi ch may prove of assistance in determning the cause of vehicular
acci dent s.
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(2) Such accident reports and analysis or reports thereof shall be
available to the director of I i censi ng, the departnent of
transportation, the wutilities and transportation comm ssion, the
traffic safety conm ssion, and other public entities authorized by the
chief of the Wshington state patrol, or their duly authorized
representatives, for further tabulation and analysis for pertinent data
relating to the regulation of highway traffic, highway construction
vehi cl e operators and all other purposes, and to publish information so
derived as may be deened of publication val ue.

(3) Such accident reports and information and any statistical
analysis thereof under this section shall be available from the
Washi ngton state patrol to the general public upon request under the
provi sions of chapter 42.17 RCW

Sec. 3. RCW 46.52.080 and 1979 c 158 s 162 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Al required accident reports and supplenental reports and
copies thereof shall be wthout prejudice to the individual so
reporting and shall be for the confidential use of the county
prosecuting attorney and chief of police or county sheriff, as the case
may be, and the director of licensing and the chief of the Washi ngton
state patrol, and other officer or comm ssion as authorized by |aw,
except that any such officer shall disclose the nanes and addresses of
persons reported as involved in an accident or as w tnesses thereto,
the vehicle Ilicense plate nunbers and descriptions of vehicles
i nvol ved, and the date, tinme and | ocation of an accident, to any person
who may have a proper interest therein, including the driver or drivers
i nvol ved, or the |legal guardian thereof, the parent of a mnor driver,
any person injured therein, the owner of vehicles or property danmaged
t hereby, or any authorized representative of such an interested party,
or the attorney or insurer thereof. No such accident report or copy
t hereof shall be used as evidence in any trial, civil or crimnal
arising out of an accident, except that any officer above naned for
recei ving accident reports shall furnish, upon demand of any person who
has, or who clains to have, nmade such a report, or, upon demand of any
court, a certificate showng that a specified accident report has or
has not been made to the chief of the Washington state patrol solely to
prove a conpliance or a failure to conply with the requirenment that
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such a report be made in the manner required by law.  PROVI DED, That
the reports may be used as evi dence when necessary to prosecute charges
filed in connection with a violation of RCW46.52. 088.

(2) This section does not apply to accident reports filed,
tabul ated, and anal yzed under RCW 46.52. 060.

~-- END ---
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