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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2036

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Comm ttee on Educati on (originally sponsor ed by
Represent ati ves Tal cot t, McDer not t Shabr o, Hai gh, Ander son,
Fl anni gan, Tom Kenney, Kagi and Sant os)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 07/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to reading readiness; adding a new section to
chapter 28A. 300 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that teaching a child
to read early and well will open doors of |earning and wonder that wll
benefit the child throughout life. As G aham Geene said, "There is
al ways one nonent in childhood when the door opens and lets the future
in." For the Kennew ck school district, that quote captured the vision
of its community for all its students. "Every day sone children, for
the first tinme in their whole lives, see the door crack open. Beyond
is abrilliant world. It is not the world they feel and snell and hear
and touch. It is a synbolic world which they can share with the best
storytellers, generals, athletes, and poets, with the best scientists,
mat hemat i ci ans, and historians of the past three mllennia."

The legislature finds that reading is also a gateway skill that
opens doors for children to learn other inportant subjects such as
mat h, science, literature, and social studies. It is a skill that is
relied wupon for about eighty-five percent of all educationa
instruction. The legislature finds that while about forty percent of
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children learn to read easily, another forty percent need significantly
nore help and the remaining twenty percent of children need intensive
and sustai ned assistance. Yet, research shows that if children do not
learn to read well by the third grade, they are at risk of becom ng
academ c failures and school dropouts.

The legislature finds that a child's early learning and literacy
skills are highly dependent on the positive involvenent of parents and
other <caring adults, especially before the <children enroll in
ki ndergarten. Sone children enter kindergarten as fluent readers while
ot hers have the reading readiness skills of typical three year olds.
These variations |lead to readi ng readi ness gaps anong students, gaps
that tend to persist as achievenent gaps throughout the children's
educati onal careers. The legislature finds that parental or other
adult involvenent in a child' s life is essential and that parents and
other adults can help elimnate the reading readi ness gap by reading to
their children for twenty m nutes a day.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

The "ready to read" community assistance programis established in
the office of the superintendent of public instruction. The purpose of
the program is to encourage |ocal public-private partnerships that
enhance preliteracy and reading readiness efforts and respect other
cultures. The responsibilities of the program shall include but need
not be limted to:

(1) The preparation and dissemnation of one or nore nodels to
stinmulate community support for preliteracy foundations that provide
parents and other adults with research-based information, fun | earning
activities, interactive materials, and sinple ideas that they can
choose to use to naxim ze their children's early | earning years;

(2) The stinmulation of community efforts to introduce parents of
newborn children to the inportance of reading to their children and
other preliteracy activities and to actively recruit other parents and
significant adults who represent the local community in all areas of
t hese efforts; and

(3) The stimulation of efforts to educate parents and guardi ans of
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1 preschool age children about child devel opnent and literacy.

~-- END ---
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