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HOUSE BI LL 1956

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Upthegrove, Lantz, Quall and Sant os

Read first tine 02/ 11/ 2005. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to educational assessnents; anmending RCW
28A. 230. 095, 28A.655.070, and 28A. 305.220; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that instruction in
social studies, arts, health, and fitness is inportant to ensure a
wel | -rounded and conpl ete education. |In particular, the civic m ssion
of schools is strengthened and enhanced by conprehensive civics
educati on and assessnents. The legislature finds that effective and
account abl e denocrati c governnent depends upon an informed and engaged
citizenry, and therefore, students should learn their rights and
responsibilities as citizens, where those rights and responsibilities
cone from and how to exercise them

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.230.095 and 2004 c¢c 19 s 203 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) By the end of the 2008-09 school year, school districts shal
have in place in elenentary schools, mddle schools, and high schools
assessnents or other strategies to assure that students have an
opportunity to learn the essential academc l|learning requirenents in
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social studies, the arts, and health and fitness. Beginning with the
2008-09 school vyear, school districts shall annually submt an
i npl ementation verification report to the office of the superintendent
of public instruction.

(2) Beginning with the 2006-07 school year, school districts shal
require each student in elenentary, mddle, and high school to conplete

a classroombased assessnent in civics that has been approved by the

office of the superintendent of public instruction. The student's

results on the civics assessnent shall be included in the student's

school records and, for a high school student, recorded on the

student's transcript.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.655.070 and 2004 c¢c 19 s 204 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop
essential academc learning requirenents that identify the know edge
and skills all public school students need to know and be able to do
based on the student |earning goals in RCW28A. 150. 210, devel op student
assessnments, and inplement the accountability recomendations and
requests regardi ng assi stance, rewards, and recognition of the academc
achi evenent and accountability comm ssion.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall:

(a) Periodical ly revise the essential academ c | ear ni ng
requi renents, as needed, based on the student |earning goals in RCW
28A. 150. 210. Goal s one and two shall be considered primary. To the
maxi mum ext ent possi bl e, the superintendent shall integrate goal four
and the know edge and skill areas in the other goals in the essenti al
academ c | earning requirenents; and

(b) Review and prioritize the essential academ c | earning
requi renents and identify, with clear and concise descriptions, the
grade |evel content expectations to be assessed on the Washington
assessnent of student Ilearning and wused for state or federal

accountability pur poses. The review, prioritization, and
identification shall result in nore focus and targeting with an
enphasis on depth over breadth in the nunber of grade |evel content
expectations assessed at each grade |evel. Grade |evel content

expectations shall be articulated over the grades as a sequence of
expectations and performances that are logical, build with increasing
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depth after foundational know edge and skills are acquired, and
reflect, where appropriate, the sequential nature of the discipline.
The office of the superintendent of public instruction, within seven
wor ki ng days, shall post on its web site any grade |evel content
expectations provided to an assessnent vendor for use in constructing
t he Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning.

(3) I n consultation wth the academ c achi evenent and
accountability conmm ssion, the superintendent of public instruction
shall maintain and continue to devel op and revise a statew de acadenic
assessnment system in the <content areas of reading, witing
mat hematics, civics, and science for use in the elenentary, mddle, and
hi gh school years designed to determne if each student has nastered
the essential academc learning requirenents identified in subsection
(1) of this section. The civics assessnent shall be classroom based
and nmay be selected by school districts froma list of classroom based
assessnents approved by the superintendent. School districts shal
adm ni ster the assessnments under gui delines adopted by the
superintendent of public instruction. The academ c assessnent system
shall include a variety of assessnment nethods, including criterion-
referenced and perfornmance- based neasures.

(4) If the superintendent proposes any nodification to the
essential academ c | earning requirenents or the statew de assessnents,
then the superintendent shall, upon request, provide opportunities for
t he education conmttees of the house of representatives and the senate
to review the assessnents and proposed nodifications to the essenti al
academ c learning requirenents before the nodifications are adopted.

(5) (a) The assessnment system shall be designed so that the results
under the assessnent system are used by educators as tools to eval uate
instructional practices, and to initiate appropriate educational
support for students who have not mnastered the essential academc
learning requirenents at the appropriate periods in the student's
educati onal devel opnent.

(b) Assessnents neasuring the essential academ c |earning
requirenents in the content area of science shall be available for
mandatory use in mddle schools and hi gh schools by the 2003-04 school
year and for mandatory use in elenentary schools by the 2004-05 school
year unless the legislature takes action to delay or prevent
i npl emrentati on of the assessnent.
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(6) By Septenber 2007, the results for reading and nathematics
shall be reported in a format that will allow parents and teachers to
determ ne the academ c gain a student has acquired in those content
areas from one school year to the next.

(7) To assist parents and teachers in their efforts to provide
educational support to individual students, the superintendent of
public instruction shall provide as nuch individual student perfornmance
information as possible within the constraints of the assessnent
systemis item bank. The superintendent shall also provide to schoo
districts:

(a) Information on classroom based and ot her assessnents that may
provi de additional achievenent information for individual students; and

(b) A collection of diagnostic tools that educators may use to
eval uate the academ c status of individual students. The tools shall
be designed to be inexpensive, easily admnistered, and quickly and
easily scored, with results provided in a format that my be easily
shared with parents and students.

(8 To the maxinmum extent possible, the superintendent shal
i ntegrate know edge and skill areas in devel opnment of the assessnents.

(9) Assessnents for goals three and four of RCW 28A. 150. 210 shal
be integrated in the essential academc |earning requirenents and
assessnents for goals one and two.

(10) The superintendent shall devel op assessnents that are directly
related to the essential academc |learning requirenents, and are not
bi ased toward persons with different |earning styles, racial or ethnic
backgrounds, or on the basis of gender.

(11) The superintendent shall consider nethods to address the
uni que needs of special education students when developing the
assessnments under this section.

(12) The superintendent shall consider nethods to address the
uni que needs of highly capabl e students when devel opi ng the assessnents
under this section.

(13) The superintendent shall post on the superintendent's web site
lists of resources and nodel assessnents in social studies, the arts,
and health and fitness.

Sec. 4. RCW 28A. 305. 220 and 2004 c¢c 19 s 108 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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(1) The state board of education shall develop for use by all
public school districts a standardized high school transcript. The
state board of education shall establish clear definitions for the
terms "credits" and "hours" so that school prograns operating on the
quarter, senester, or trinmester system can be conpared.

(2) The standardi zed high school transcript shall include the
foll ow ng information:

(a) The highest scale score and | evel achieved in each content area
on the high school Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning or other
hi gh school neasures successfully conpleted by the student as provided
by RCW 28A. 655. 061 and 28A. 155. 045;

(b) Al schol ar designations as provided by RCW 28A. 655. 061,

(c) A notation of whether the student has earned a certificate of
i ndi vidual achievenent or a certificate of academ c achievenent by
means of the Washington assessnent of student learning or by an
alternative assessnent; and

(d) The results of the student's high school civics assessnent
under RCW 28A. 230. 095 and 28A. 655. 070.

(3) Transcripts are inportant docunents to students who will apply
for admssion to postsecondary institutions of higher education.
Transcripts are also inportant to students who will seek enploynent
upon or prior to graduation from high school. It is recognized that
student transcripts may be the only record available to enployers in
their decision-making processes regardi ng prospective enpl oyees. The
superintendent of public instruction shall require school districts to
informannually all high school students that prospective enpl oyers may
request to see transcripts and that the prospective enpl oyee's deci sion
to release transcripts can be an inportant part of the process of
appl ying for enploynent.

~-- END ---
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