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HOUSE BI LL 1918

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Conway, Wod and Chase

Read first tinme 02/ 10/2005. Referred to Commttee on Cormerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to inplenmenting reconmendati on no. 2 of the joint
| egislative audit and review conmttee's report no. 98-9 with regard to
reporting of industrial insurance injuries; creating a new section; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) I'n 1998, the joint legislative audit and review comrittee, in
its performance audit of the Washington industrial insurance system
reported that one of the nost significant causes for del ayed benefit
paynments to workers and | ack of enployer involvenent in clains was the
manner in which clains were reported. Under this system of reporting,
the worker generally reports the injury to a physician who, in turn
reports the injury to the departnent.

(b) The performance audit further reported that adopting a system
in which the enpl oyee reports to the enployer and the enpl oyer reports
to the departnment would speed the first paynent of benefits to the
wor ker and involve the enployer, from the beginning of the claim in
assisting in the managenent of the claim including returning the
wor ker to worKk.
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(c) The performance audit also recognized that there would be
instances in which workers would be reluctant to report injuries to
enpl oyers and that, therefore, the system of physician reporting should
be retained as an alternative, and enpl oyer reporting should be tested
on a w despread basis.

(2) The departnment of Ilabor and industries shall develop and
inplenment an initiative to encourage the reporting of industrial
insurance injuries by the worker to his or her enployer and by the
enpl oyer to the departnent. Under this initiative, the departnent nust
take steps to educate workers and enployers about the benefits and
i nportance of pronpt reporting of injuries.

(3)(a) The departnment nust conduct a study of:

(1) dains that are not reported pronptly, including but not
limted to a review of the circunstances of such clainms, the type of
injuries involved in such clainms, and the reasons for the failure to
report such clains pronptly; and

(1i) The effect of the educational initiative required under
subsection (2) of this section on reducing delays in benefits paynents
and i nproving enpl oyer involvenent in assisting with clains nanagenent.

(b) By Decenber 1, 2006, the departnent nust report on the results
of the study to the appropriate conmttees of the |egislature.

(4) This section expires July 1, 2007.

~-- END ---
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