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HOUSE BI LL 1857

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Conway, Hudgins, Wod, MCoy, Chase, Hasegawa and
Sant os

Read first time 02/08/2005. Referred to Committee on Econonic
Devel opnment, Agriculture & Trade.

AN ACT Relating to the state's ability to participate in
international trade agreenents; adding a new section to chapter 44.04
RCW adding a new section to chapter 43.06 RCW creating new sections;
and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that with the creation
of the world trade organi zation and the devel opnent of world markets,
international trade agreenents have begun to inpact states and their
econom es. For the first time, states are included in agreenents
covering procurenent by governnent entities. Mor eover, the nunber of
regional and bilateral agreenents being negotiated by the federal
government has increased under the 2002 trade pronotion authority.

The legislature further finds that it is the role of the
| egislature to authorize the state's participation and the terns
thereof in international trade agreenents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 44.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:
In order for the state to commt to participate in an internationa
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trade agreenment, the |legislature nust pass enabling |[|egislation,
establishing the parties to the agreenent, the agencies included, and
the extent of the state's participation.

(1) The legislature nmay enact prospective enabling |egislation,
establishing the ternms and authorizing the governor to comunicate the
terms to the United States trade representative.

(2) The governor may condition the state's assent to a trade
agreenent upon the ratification of the legislature. The ratification
nmust be done in the first regular session follow ng the signing of the
agreenent by the United States and the other nations. [If Washington's
agreenent is not ratified by the end of the first regular session
followng the agreenent's signing, the governor's assent is null and
voi d.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.06 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The governor may not commt Washington to international trade
agreenents absent |egislative-enabling |egislation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act applies to international trade
agreenents that are signed after the effective date of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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