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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1754

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on State CGovernnent Operations & Accountability
(originally sponsored by Representatives Hunt, N xon, MDernott,
Hai gh, Upthegrove, Meller, Kenney, Chase, Sinpson, Mloscia, Sells
and Linville; by request of Secretary of State)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 07/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to mail ballot elections; and anending RCW
29A. 48. 010.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A. 48.010 and 2004 c¢ 266 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Before January 1, 2008:

(a) Wth express authorization from the county legislative
authority, the county auditor may conduct all primary, special, and

general elections entirely by mmil ballot. The county | eqislative
authority nust give the county auditor at l|least ninety days' notice
before the first election to be conducted entirely by mail ballot. | f

the county leqgislative authority and the county auditor decide to
return to a polling place election environnent, the county legislative
authority nust give the county auditor at |east one hundred eighty
days' notice before the first election to be conducted using polling
pl aces. Authorization under this subsection nust apply to all prinary,
special, and general elections conducted by the county auditor.

(b) The county auditor may designate any precinct having fewer than
two hundred active registered voters at the tinme of closing of voter
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registration as provided in RCW 29A.08. 140 as a mail ball ot precinct.
(T i hall g I . I I Y
: L . . | ol . I . . hi I
preecthet—wiH—be by —mwait—balloet—only—)) Authorization fromthe county

legislative authority is not required to designate a precinct as a nai
ball ot precinct under this subsection. In determ ning the nunber of
regi stered voters in a precinct for the purposes of this section,
persons who are ongoi ng absentee voters under RCW 29A. 40.040 shall not
be counted. Nothing in this section may be construed as altering the
vote tallying requirenments of RCW 29A. 60. 230.

(c) If the county leqgislative authority and county auditor
determine under (a) of this subsection, or if the county auditor
determ nes under (b) of this subsection, to return to a polling place
el ection environnent, the auditor shall notify each reqgi stered voter,
by mail, of this and shall provide the address of the polling place to
be used.

(2) Effective January 1, 2008, all primary, special, and genera
el ections nust be conducted entirely by mail ballot.

(3) Before changing a county or precinct from a polling place
election environnent to an all-mail election environnent, the county
auditor shall notify each affected reqgistered voter by mail that for
all future prinmaries and elections the voting will be by mail ball ot
only. The auditor shall mail each active voter a ballot at |east
ei ght een days before a primary, general election, or special election.
The auditor shall send each inactive voter either a ballot or an
application to receive a ballot at |east eighteen days before a
primary, general election, or special election. The auditor shall
determne which of the two is to be sent. If the inactive voter
returns a voted ballot, the ballot shall be counted and the voter's
status restored to active. If the inactive voter conpletes and returns
an application, a ballot shall be sent and the voter's status restored
to active. The requirenments regarding certification, reporting, and
the mailing of overseas and mlitary ballots in RCW ((29-36—270))
29A.40. 070 apply to elections conducted by mail ballot ((preetrets)).

( { H—the—prectnet—exceeds—two—hundred—registered—veters—or—the
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(4) Al vote by mmil elections nmust provide voting access to

individuals with disabilities as provided in chapter 29A.46 RCW
--- END ---
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