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HOUSE BI LL 1422

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Ericksen, Sunp, Wods and Kretz

Read first tine 01/24/2005. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resour ces, Ecol ogy & Parks.

AN ACT Relating to small scale mneral extraction; and anendi ng RCW
77.55. 270.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW77.55.270 and 1997 ¢ 415 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Small scale prospecting and placer mning shall not require
witten approval wunder this chapter if the prospecting and placer
mning is conducted in accordance with provisions established by the
depart nent.

(2) ((By—bBeceprber—31—1998)) The departnent shall adopt rules
applicable to small scale prospecting and placer mning activities
subject to this section. The departnent shall develop the rules in
cooperation wth the ((reereatioenal)) small scale placer mning
community and other interested parties.

(3) Wthin tw nmonths of adoption of the rules, the departnent
shall distribute an updated gold and fish panphlet that describes
met hods of ((#reral)) prospecting and placer mning that are
consistent wwth the departnent's rule. The panphlet shall be witten
to clearly indicate the prospecting and placer mning nethods that
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require witten approval under this chapter and the prospecting and
placer mning nmethods that require conpliance with the panphlet. To
the extent possible, the departnent shall use the provisions of the
gold and fish panphlet to mnimze the nunber of specific provisions of
a witten approval issued under this chapter.

(4) For the purposes of this chapter, "snmall scale prospecting and
pl acer mning" neans only the use of the follow ng nethods((+—FPans+—
nonptortzed—shuice—boxes—econcentrators—and—m-rrocker—boxes)) for
the di scovery and recovery of mnerals:

(a) Pans, either notorized or nonnotorized;

(b) Motorized and nonnotorized sluice boxes, concentrators, and
rocker boxes:;

(c) Motorized suction dredges;

(d) Nonnotorized equi pnent and hand tools used in the collecting of
m neral sanples;

(e) Modtorized power sluice and conbination suction dredges and
power sl uice; and

(f) Nonnotorized equi pnent used for crevice cleaning.

~-- END ---
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