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HOUSE BI LL 1336

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Flannigan, Mrrell, O Brien, Canpbell, Kirby,
Hudgi ns, Darneille, Lantz, Hunt, Appleton, Meller, Kenney, Kagi,
Di ckerson, MDernott, Santos, Chase and O nsby

Read first tine 01/ 20/ 2005. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Rel ating to coverage for hearing aids; adding a new section
to chapter 41.05 RCW adding a new section to chapter 48.20 RCW addi ng
a new section to chapter 48.21 RCW adding a new section to chapter
48. 44 RCW adding a new section to chapter 48.46 RCW and creating a
new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the inability to
purchase hearing aids adversely affects hearing-inpaired people of al
ages and inpacts the enploynent and educational opportunities of
hearing-inpaired children and adults in Washington state by limting
conmmuni cation options. To provide these individuals wth equal
opportunity and protect the well-being of the population, the
| egislature intends to establish insurance coverage provisions for
heari ng ai ds.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 41.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

All state-purchased health <care that provides coverage for
prost heses shall include coverage for hearing aids. Covered hearing
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instrunments and related services shall be provided by a licensed
audi ol ogi st or hearing instrunent fitter/di spenser as authorized under
chapter 18.35 RCW

This section shall not be construed to prevent the application of
standard health plan provisions applicable to other benefits such as
deducti bl e or copaynent provisions. This section does not limt the
authority of the state health care authority to negotiate rates and
contract with specific providers for the delivery of prostheses. This
section does not apply to nedicare suppl enent policies or supplenental
contracts covering a specified disease or other limted benefits.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 48.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:
An insurer that offers to any individual a health benefit plan that

provi des coverage for prostheses shall include coverage for hearing
ai ds. Covered hearing instrunents and related services shall be
provi ded by a i censed audi ol ogi st or heari ng i nstrunent

fitter/di spenser as authorized under chapter 18.35 RCW

This section does not Iimt the authority of the state health care
authority to negotiate rates and contract with specific providers for
the delivery of prostheses. This section does not apply to nedicare
suppl ement policies or supplenental contracts covering a specified
di sease or other limted benefits.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 48.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:
A group insurance contract or blanket disability insurance contract

that provides coverage for prostheses shall include coverage for
hearing aids. Covered hearing instruments and rel ated services shal
be provided by a Ilicensed audiologist or hearing instrunent

fitter/di spenser as authorized under chapter 18.35 RCW

This section shall not be construed to prevent the application of
standard health plan provisions applicable to other benefits such as
deducti bl e or copaynent provisions. This section does not limt the
authority of the state health care authority to negotiate rates and
contract with specific providers for the delivery of prostheses. This
section does not apply to nedicare suppl enent policies or supplenental
contracts covering a specified disease or other limted benefits.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 48.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A health service contractor that provides coverage for prostheses
shall include coverage for hearing aids. Covered hearing instrunments
and related services shall be provided by a l|icensed audiol ogist or
hearing instrunment fitter/di spenser as authorized under chapter 18.35
RCW

This section shall not be construed to prevent the application of
standard health plan provisions applicable to other benefits such as
deducti bl e or copaynent provisions. This section does not limt the
authority of the state health care authority to negotiate rates and
contract with specific providers for the delivery of prostheses. This
section does not apply to nedicare suppl enent policies or supplenental
contracts covering a specified disease or other limted benefits.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 48.46 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A health nmaintenance organization that provides coverage for
prost heses shall include coverage for hearing aids. Covered hearing
instruments and related services shall be provided by a licensed
audi ol ogi st or hearing instrunent fitter/di spenser as authorized under
chapter 18.35 RCW

This section shall not be construed to prevent the application of
standard health plan provisions applicable to other benefits such as
deducti bl e or copaynent provisions. This section does not limt the
authority of the state health care authority to negotiate rates and
contract with specific providers for the delivery of prostheses. This
section does not apply to nedicare suppl enent policies or supplenental
contracts covering a specified disease or other limted benefits.

~-- END ---
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