FINAL BILL REPORT
SB 5039

C414L 05
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Regulating the processing of milk and milk products.
Sponsors.  Senators Rasmussen, Schoesler and Shin; by request of Department of Agriculture.

Senate Committee on Agriculture & Rural Economic Development
House Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture & Trade

Background: Under the Milk and Milk Products Act, milk processors must use a mechanical

capping method for bottling and capping milk and milk products. This law also requires

licensing of facilities that process milk and milk products. The annual license feeis $25. All

but the smallest processors must also pay an assessment of 0.54 cents per hundredweight of

fluid milk.

Facilities that process food are required to be licensed under The Food Processing Act. This
license fee is based on the amount of gross annual sales and ranges from $55 for asmall scale

food processor to $825 for the largest category of food processor.

Some operators have been unable to locate and purchase mechanical capping equipment that
is appropriate to their operations. Clarification is sought regarding the licensing requirements

for facilities that process both milk and milk products and other food products.

Summary: The requirement that bottling and capping of milk products be done by a machine
isdeleted. The requirement that capping be done in a"sanitary manner by means of approved

equipment and operation” is retained.

The annual license fee for amilk and milk products processing plant isincreased to $55. A
facility that processes milk and milk products as well as food products will continue to pay
$55. The assessment on fluid milk isunchanged. A facility that processes only food products
will continue to be subject to the existing license fee that is based on gross annual sales. A
food processor that also processes milk or milk products will continue to be required to have

two licenses but the fee will be waived for the food processing license.
Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 48 O
House 96 0O  (House amended)
Senate 41 0  (Senate concurred)

Effective: July 1, 2005 (Sections 1 and 4)
July 24, 2005
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