Washington State BILL
House of Representatives ANALYSIS

Office of Program Research

Children & Family Services
Committee

ESB 6741

Brief Description: Regarding the joint task force on the administration and delivery of services
to children.

Sponsors. Senators Stevens, Hargrove, Carrell, Brandland and Rasmussen.

Brief Summary of Engrossed Bill

*  Extendsthereporting date for the Joint Task Force on the Administration and Delivery of
Servicesto Children and Familiesto December 1, 2006.

»  Addsto the membership of the task force, a representative from the offices of
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the Public Defender.

»  Specifiesaone-half full time equivalent dedicated to the task force.

Hearing Date: 2/20/06
Staff: Sydney Forrester (786-7120).
Background:

In the 2005 legidlative session, the Legidature created the Joint Task Force on the Administration

and Delivery of Servicesto Children and Families (task force). The task force was directed to

study two main areas.

(1) how best to ensure that an administrative structure has defined lines of responsibility for
delivering services to children and families in need; and

2) thebest meansfor the public to hold government accountable for delivery of those services.

The task force met seven times between August and November 2005. A report from the task
force was presented to the House Children and Family Services Committee in awork session on
January 11, 2006.

The task force report makes three recommendations.
(1) Thetask force should be granted an extension to meet for an additional 12 months to gather
supplementary information before making final recommendations.
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(2) Membership of the task force should be enhanced to include a member representing the
Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the Office of the Public Defender, and the
Governor's Office.

(3) A one-half full-time equivalent (FTE) staff or consultant position should be created and
funded to provide support to the task force until final recommendations are submitted.

Summary of Bill:

The three recommendations of the task force are implemented. Two additional members will be
added representing the offices of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the Public
Defender. Staff to the task force may include consultant services, and a one-half FTE will be
devoted to the task force until its recommendations are finalized. The task force will submit a
final report to the Legislature by December 1, 2006.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.
Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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