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Brief Description:  Requiring cyberbullying to be included in school district harassment

prevention policies.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Early Learning, K-12 & Higher Education (originally sponsored
by Senators Kohl-Welles, Schmidt, Pridemore and Shin).

Brief Summary of Engrossed Substitute Bill

• Expands the definition of "harassment, intimidation, or bullying" to include intentional
electronic acts, such as using e-mail or text messaging.

• By August 1, 2007, requires all school districts to add to their bullying, intimidation, and
harassment prevention policies information regarding bullying, harassment, or
intimidation by electronic means.

Hearing Date:  2/16/06

Staff:  Sarah Ream (786-7303).

Background:

Washington law regarding bullying in public schools

Legislature enacted in 2002 required school districts to adopt a policy prohibiting the harassment,
intimidation, or bullying of any student by August 1, 2003.  The office of the Superintendent of
Public Instruction (OSPI), provided school districts and educational service districts with a model
policy and training materials regarding harassment, intimidation, and bullying prevention. The
current definition of bullying, intimidation, or harassment includes intentional written, verbal, or
physical acts that have a negative impact on the student or the educational environment.

"Cyberbullying"

Bullying by electronic means ("cyberbullying") has increasingly become an issue for schools,
students, and parents with the growth of e-mail and internet use.  The U.S. Department of Health
(USDH) has a website devoted to bullying prevention, and includes information regarding
cyberbullying.  According USDH statistics, eighteen percent of students in grades six through
eight report they had been cyberbullied at least once in the last few months; six percent said it had
happened to them two or more times.  Eleven percent of students in grades six through eight said
they had cyberbullied another person at least once in the last couple of months, and two percent
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said they had done it two or more times.  Of regular internet users between the ages of ten and
seventeen, nineteen percent reported being involved in online aggression; fifteen percent had been
aggressors; while seven percent had been targets.  Three percent reported being both an aggressor
and a target.

Summary of Bill:

Electronic acts are added to the current definition of bullying, intimidation, and harassment.
School districts are required to amend their current anti-bullying policies by August 1, 2007, to
include a section addressing acts of bullying, harassment, or intimidation conducted via electronic
means. The policies must include a requirement that parents be given information or that
information be made available via the district's website regarding the seriousness of cyberbullying
and what options are available if a student is being bullied via electronic means.

If a school district already has an internet use policy, the act of internet-based bullying, harassing,
or intimidating another student must be included as a prohibited act and be subject to disciplinary
action. The type of disciplinary action is left to the school district to decide.

The terms "electronic" and "electronic means" are defined to mean any communication where
there is the transmission of information by wire, radio, optical cable, electromagnetic, or other
similar means.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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