FINAL BILL REPORT
HB 2189

C389L 05
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Establishing awork group to address safety of child protective services and
child welfare services staff.

Sponsors: By Representatives Kagi, Hinkle, Dickerson, Roberts, Darneille, Simpson, Moeller,
Morrell and Santos.

House Committee on Children & Family Services
Senate Committee on Human Services & Corrections

Background:

Child Protective Services (CPS) within the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHYS)
provides 24-hour, seven-day-a-week intake, screening, and investigative services for reports
of suspected child abuse and neglect. The CPS social workers investigate reports of child
abuse and neglect to assess the safety and protection needs of children, and, when necessary,
intervene by providing services designed to increase safety and protect children from further
harm. When it appears that a child isin danger of being harmed or has already been seriously
abused or neglected, CPS, with a police officer or court order putting the child in protective
custody, places the child with arelative or in foster care.

Child Welfare Services (CWS) within the DSHS provides both permanency planning and
intensive treatment services to children and families who may need help with chronic or
serious problems that interfere with their ability to protect or parent children, such as on-going
abuse and neglect or intensive medical needs. Services through CWS are provided to children
and families when longer-term services are needed.

Summary:

The DSHS isrequired to establish awork group to develop policies and protocols to address
the safety of CPS and CWS staff.

The DSHS is required to make recommendations regarding training to address recognition of
highly volatile, hostile, or threatening situations and de-escalation and preventive saf ety
measures.

Membership of the work group must include the following: representatives of the Children's
Administration of the DSHS, including representatives of CPS staff and CWS staff from
Community Services Officesin largely rura areas of the state as well as urban areas; law
enforcement; and prosecuting attorneys.
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The DSHS must provide the developed policies and protocols to the Governor and the
appropriate committees of the Legislature by December 1, 2005.

Votes on Final Passage:

House 97 O
Senate 47 0  (Senate amended)
House 96 O  (House concurred)

Effective: July 24, 2005
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