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2096 AMB ARED S2776. 1

HB 2096 - S COWM ANMD
By Commttee on Agriculture & Rural Econom c Devel opnent

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The | egi sl ature recogni zes t hat
agricultural fairs and fairgrounds provide numerous econom ¢ and soci al
benefits to Washington state. The enhancenents of tourism pronotion
of local commerce, rural econom c devel opnent, disaster preparedness,
and opportunities for youth are all part of the multifaceted, year-
round fair industry.

Fai rgrounds host a variety of commercial and social events year
round. They offer educational, cultural, and entertai nnment events,
pronote youth devel opnent, and contribute to conmunity cohesiveness.
Fairs and fairgrounds provide community groups wth fund-raising
opportunities that, in turn, provide a variety of social benefits to
the community.

Participants and attendees contribute to the |ocal econony through
purchase of food, |odging, and supplies. Fair operations also
contribute to the l|ocal econony through the purchase of equipnent,
materials, supplies, advertising, hiring local Iabor, and nunerous
other elenents that are related to the operations of the fairgrounds.

The best interest of the state is achieved when we encourage al
venues that enhance economc and social viability. Qur rural
communities gain fromthe benefits flowng fromthe fair industry. It
is the intent of the legislature to quantify the econom ¢ and soci al
inpact of fairs on Washington state; to maintain funding nechanisns
that support the capital needs of fairs; and to assess options for new
capital funding sources to support fairs.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Subject to the availability of funds
appropriated specifically for this purpose, the departnent of
agriculture shall contract for a study on the economc and social
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i npact of agricultural fairs on Wshington state. This study shall
include, but is not limted to, developing information on (1) the
statewide and local inpacts of fairs on enploynent, business incone,
taxes resulting fromfair activity, civic and charitabl e organizati ons,
yout h devel opnent, and other business and social benefits, and (2)
needed capital inprovenents. The person conducting the study shall
seek assistance fromthe departnment of comrunity, trade, and econom c
devel opnent to quantify the contribution by fairs and fairgrounds in
attracting tourismto the state. An advisory group, appointed by the

board of the Washington state fairs association, will help guide the
study. The advisory group will include, but is not limted to, up to
three persons with expertise in economc analysis. The depart nent

shall submt the report to the office of financial nmanagenent and the
appropriate commttees of the legislature no later than June 30, 2006."

HB 2096 - S COWM ANMD
By Commttee on Agriculture & Rural Econom c Devel opnent

On page 1, line 2 of the title, after "state;" strike the remai nder
of the title and insert "and creating new sections.”
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