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1951-S AMS EKHE S3027. 1

SHB 1951 - S COW AMD

By Commttee on Early Learning, K-12 & Hi gher Education

ADOPTED 04/ 06/ 2005

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Vision is one of the primary senses used in the early | earning
process;

(2) Vision problens affecting preschool and school -age children can
inpact a child' s ability to |earn;

(3) Econom cal ly di sadvantaged children have | ess access to health
care and therefore, may have a proportionally greater |Iikelihood of
havi ng undi agnosed vision problens that may affect their ability to
| earn;

(4) Vision problems in young children can be msinterpreted as
neur odevel opnental delay or as learning disabilities; and

(5) CQurrent screening for visual acuity at distance is insufficient
to detect all vision defects.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The departnment of health shall convene
a work group to reevaluate visual screening of children in public
school s and nmake any recommendati ons regarding changes to the rules.
I n devel oping its recomrendations, the work group shall, at a m ni num

(a) Consider the benefits of conplete eye exams on public schoo
chil dren;

(b) Consider when visual screening, conplete eye exans, or both
shoul d take place in preschool or kindergarten through high school in
order to ensure children are best prepared for the |Ilearning
envi ronment ; and

(c) Consider what screening techniques would be appropriate in a
school setting.

(2) In developing the recomendations, the departnent of health
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shall consult wth the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, the state board of health, the optonetric physicians of
Washi ngt on, and the Washi ngton acadeny of eye physicians and surgeons.
(3) The work group shall nake its recomendations to the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2005.
(4) The departnment of health shall use existing resources to
acconplish the goals of this section.™
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On page 1, line 1 of the title, after "children;" strike the
remai nder of the title and insert "and creating new sections."”
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