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5621 AVH CFS H2822.1

SB 5621 - H COVWM AMD
By Commttee on Children & Fam |y Services

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the early
years of a child's life are a tine of enornmous growh. The |egislature
further finds that when parents choose to provide early educationa
opportunities for their children in public or private preschools,
parents should have the tools to help find high-quality prograns for
their children that will help their students be ready to go to school

(2) The legislature intends to establish a voluntary certification
process for the child devel opnent and educati onal program offerings of
public and nonpublic preschool prograns. The purpose of the voluntary
certification is to give parents and other consuners of preschool
prograns the ability to evaluate the educational quality of the
preschool programincluding the programis ability to prepare the child
for Kkindergarten.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The Washington early learning council,
created in Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill No. 1152, shall
devel op standards and procedures for the voluntary certification of
public and nonpublic preschool child developnent and educational
prograns. The standards at a mninmum should outline essential
conponents, including, but not limted to, the follow ng categories:
School -hone relationships; class size and teacher-student ratios;
standards for teachers and staff; specification of pedagogi cal goals,
content, and nethods, consistent with early |earning devel opnent
benchmar ks devel oped i n Washi ngton; and nethods for nonitoring quality.
The council shall also develop strategies to encourage preschool
prograns to apply for certification.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The Washington early learning council,
created in Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill No. 1152, shall nake
recomendations to the governor and the appropriate conmttees of the
| egi sl ature concerning inplenmentation of the standards and procedures
for the voluntary certification, under section 2 of this act, of public
and nonpublic preschool child devel opnent and educational prograns,
whi ch shall include the foll ow ng:

(1) ldentification of an appropriate state agency to inplenent the
st andards and procedures for voluntary certification;

(2) A nechanismfor making the Iist of certified preschool prograns
wi dely avail able to the public; and

(3) A mechanism for any program that neets the definition of
nursery school or kindergarten under RCW 74.15.020(2)(g) and is not
required to be licensed under chapter 74.15 RCWto annually file its
busi ness nanme, nane of the business owner, address, and phone nunber
with the state.”

Correct the title.

EFFECT: Charges the Washington Early Learning Council (Council),
which is created in Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill No. 1152,
rat her than the Superintendent of Public Instruction, with devel opi ng
standards and procedures for the voluntary certification of public and
nonpubl i ¢ preschool child devel opnent and educati onal prograns, as well
as devel oping strategies to encourage preschool prograns to apply for
certification.

Requires the Council to make recommendations to the Governor and
the appropriate conmmttees of the Legislature concerning inplenentation
of the developed standards and procedures for the voluntary
certification of public and nonpublic preschool child devel opnent and
educati onal prograns, which nmust include the follow ng:

(1) ldentification of an appropriate state agency to inplenent the
st andards and procedures for voluntary certification,;

(2) A nmechanismfor making the Iist of certified preschool prograns
wi dely avail able to the public; and

(3) A mechanism for any program that neets the definition of
nursery school or kindergarten under RCW 74.15.020(2)(g) and is not
required to be licensed under chapter 74.15 RCWto annually file its
busi ness nane, nane of the business owner, address, and phone nunber
with the state.
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