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3079-S AVH CONW REI'N 278

SHB 3079 - H AMD 951
By Representative Conway

ADOPTED 2/ 14/ 2006

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 70.47
RCWto read as follows:

(1) The health care authority, in coordination with the
department of social and health services, shall prepare a report on
basi c health plan enroll ees under this chapter who are enpl oyed by
any enployer with thirty or nore enployees who are either basic
heal t h pl an enrol | ees or nedi cal assi stance recipients. The report
shall include the follow ng conposite information:

(a) The nunber of enpl oyees by enpl oyer;

(b) The enpl oyee size of the enployer;

(c) The nunber of enployees by industry type;

(d) The nunber of hours worked by enpl oyees;

(e) The nunber of enployees with nultiple enployers;

(f) The nunber of enployees who were receiving any gover nnment
assi stance prior to being enpl oyed;

(g) The length of tinme the enpl oyee has been enpl oyed,;

(h) The nunber of enployees who chose the basic health plan
i nstead of insurance coverage offered by their enployer, and why
they did so; and

(1) The nunber of enployees referred to the basic health plan
by their enployer and the nunmber referred by others, including
public agencies, relatives, or friends.

(2) The report must be structured so as to identify seasonal
variations that may i npact the conposite information in the report.

(3) The report mnust include recommendati ons fromthe depart nent
of social and health services for strategies to reduce state costs
associated wth providing nedical assi stance coverage to
i ndi vi dual s who are enployed on a full-tinme and year-round basis.
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The report shall be prepared in consultation with the health care
authority and other interested organizations. The follow ng
princi pl es shall guide devel opnent of the recommendati ons:

(a) Enployers who have the financial ability to contribute to
t he cost of health care coverage for their enpl oyees shoul d provi de
such coverage; and

(b) Reduction of state costs should not cone at the expense of
depriving | ow-wage enpl oyees of health care coverage.

(4) The report nmust be delivered electronically to appropriate
commttees of the senate and house of representatives annually,
commenci ng no | ater than Novenber 15, 2006.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.09
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent of social and health services, in
coordination with the health care authority, shall prepare a report
on recipients of medical assistance under this chapter who are

enpl oyed by any enployer with thirty or nore enployees who are
either basic health plan enrollees or nedical assistance
recipients. The report shall include the foll ow ng conposite infornation:

(a) The nunber of enployees by enpl oyer;

(b) The enpl oyee size of the enployer;

(c) The nunber of enployees by industry type;

(d) The nunber of hours worked by enpl oyees;

(e) The nunber of enployees with nultiple enployers;

(f) The nunber of enployees who were receiving any gover nment
assi stance prior to being enpl oyed;

(g) The length of tinme the enpl oyee has been enpl oyed,;

(h) The nunber of enployees who chose receipt of nedical
assi stance i nstead of i nsurance coverage of fered by t heir enpl oyer,
and why they did so; and

(1) The nunber of enployees referred to nedical assistance by
their enpl oyer and the nunber referred by others, including public
agencies, relatives, or friends.

(2) The report must be structured so as to identify seasonal
vari ations that may i npact the conposite information in the report.

(3) The report mnust include recommendati ons fromthe depart nment
of social and health services for strategies to reduce state costs
associated wth providing nedical assi stance coverage to
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i ndi vi dual s who are enployed on a full-tinme and year-round basis.
The report shall be prepared in consultation with the health care
authority and other interested organizations. The follow ng
princi pl es shall guide devel opnent of the recommendati ons:

(a) Enployers who have the financial ability to contribute to
t he cost of health care coverage for their enpl oyees shoul d provi de
such coverage; and

(b) Reduction of state costs should not cone at the expense of
depriving | ow-wage enpl oyees of health care coverage.

(4) The report nust be delivered electronically to appropriate
commttees of the senate and house of representatives annually,
commenci ng no | ater than Novenber 15, 2006.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. If specific funding for the purposes of
this act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not

provi ded by June 30, 2006, in the omi bus appropriations act, this
act is null and void."

EFFECT:

Specifies that the reports are on Basic Health Plan enroll ees
and Medi cal Assi stance recipients who are enpl oyed by enpl oyers
with thirty or nore enpl oyees who are either Basic Health Plan
enrol | ees and Medi cal Assistance recipients.

Requires that the report include recomrendations from the
Health Care Authority and the Departnent of Social and Health
Services for strategies to reduce state costs associated with
provi di ng basic health plan and nedi cal assi stance coverage to
i ndi viduals who are enployed on a full-time and year-round
basi s.
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