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House Bills

by Representative Sommers

Using education funds.
Creates the student achievement fund in the state

treasury.  Appropriations from the student achievement fund
may be made for the following purposes:  (1) Distributions
to school districts on a per pupil basis for the purposes set
forth in RCW 28A.505.210.  (a) For the 2003-04 school
year, moneys in the student achievement fund shall be
distributed on the basis of an equal amount per full-time
equivalent student as provided in RCW 84.52.068 and
43.135.045(5).  (b) Beginning with school year 2004-05, the
legislature shall appropriate an annual amount equal to three
hundred sixteen dollars per full-time equivalent student to
the superintendent of public instruction for distribution to
each school district based on three hundred fifteen dollars
per full-time equivalent student for each school year.

(2) Beginning with school year 2004-05, allocations to
school districts for the better schools program, subject to any
conditions, limitations, and formulae in the omnibus
operating appropriations act.

(3) Beginning with school year 2004-05, appropriations
to the higher education coordinating board and two-year and
four-year institutions of higher education for programs that
increase access to higher education, including but not limited
to the Washington promise scholarship program and high-
demand enrollments, and subject to any conditions or
limitations in the omnibus operating appropriations act.

(4) The legislature, in the omnibus operating
appropriations act, may transfer unappropriated balances in
the student achievement fund to the general fund.

Provides that, after July 1, 2004, the legislature may
direct the transfer of lottery deposits from the education
construction fund to the state general fund in the omnibus
operating appropriations act.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Appropriations.

by Representatives Sommers, Fromhold
and Moeller

Changing local effort assistance allocations.
Amends RCW 28A.500.030 to provide that calendar

year 2004 and 2005 allocations and maximum eligibility
under this chapter shall be multiplied by .883.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Appropriations.

by Representatives Sommers, Fromhold
and Moeller

Revising eligibility requirements for general assistance.
Revises eligibility requirements for general assistance.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Appropriations.

by Representatives Sommers and Fromhold

Restricting state library services.

Restricts state library services to the legislature and
state agencies.

Repeals RCW 43.105.290.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Appropriations.

by Representatives Sommers, Fromhold
and Moeller

Funding the state retirement systems.
Provides for actuarial funding of the state retirement

systems.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Appropriations.

by Representatives Sommers, Fromhold
and Moeller

Funding shellfish biotoxin testing.
Requires the department to collect a two-dollar

surcharge on the purchase of:  (1) All resident and
nonresident shellfish and seaweed licenses issued under
RCW 77.32.520(2)(a); and

(2) All resident and nonresident adult combination
licenses issued under RCW 77.32.470(2)(a).

Provides that the surcharge collected under this act
must be deposited in the general fund--local account
managed by the department of health, and used by the
department of health to fund biotoxin testing and monitoring
on beaches used for recreational shellfishing.

Provides that any amounts collected under this act that
are in excess of the annual cost of the recreational shellfish
testing and monitoring program shall be transferred by the
department of health to the general fund.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Appropriations.

by Representatives Sommers, Fromhold
and Moeller

Regarding the nursing facility medicaid payment system.
Revises provisions regarding the nursing facility

medicaid payment system.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Appropriations.

by Representatives Sommers, Fromhold
and Moeller

Concerning the treatment of income and resources for
institutionalized persons receiving medical assistance.

Provides that, for persons institutionalized on or after
July 1, 2003, the department, in the interest of supporting the
community spouse, shall allow up to a maximum of thirty
thousand dollars in resources for the community spouse.  For
the fiscal biennium beginning July 1, 2005, and each fiscal
biennium thereafter, the maximum resource allowance
amount for the community spouse shall be adjusted for
economic trends and conditions by increasing the amount
allowable by the consumer price index as published by the
federal bureau of labor statistics.  However, in no case shall
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SB 5529

the amount allowable exceed the maximum resource
allowance permissible under the social security act.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Appropriations.

by Representatives Sommers and Fromhold

Changing alternative route teacher certification provisions.
Revises alternative route teacher certification

provisions.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Appropriations.

by Representatives Sommers, Fromhold
and Moeller

Revising provisions relating to compulsory school
attendance.

Revises provisions relating to compulsory school
attendance.

Repeals RCW 28A.225.151.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Appropriations.

by Representatives Sommers, Fromhold,
McIntire and Moeller

Providing a cost-of-living increase for educational
employees.

Provides a cost-of-living increase for educational
employees.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Appropriations.

by Representatives Kagi and Cody

Concerning services for persons with developmental
disabilities.

Recognizes that the primary resource for long-term
support continues to be family.  However, family caregivers
are increasingly employed outside the home.  In addition,
many families continue to support their sons and daughters
when they are no longer legally obligated to do so.

Finds that supporting caregivers in a collaborative
fashion can keep families together, prevent out-of-home
placements, and leverage public and private support for
people with a developmental disability.

Finds the delivery of services to persons with
developmental disabilities should be prioritized based upon
an individual needs assessment.  Limited state resources
should be allocated in a manner that complements and
supports the use of individual family and natural supports,
enabling the individual to be independent and not reliant
upon institutional or residential care services until such time
as these services are required in order to reasonably assure
the health and safety of the individual.

Declares an intent that the provisions of this act shall be
applied to individuals currently and prospectively receiving
services under Title 71A RCW.  The immediate
implementation of this act is necessary for the support of
state government and its institutions and programs.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Appropriations.

by Representative Cody

Revising license and certificate fees for emergency medical
services and personnel.

Revises license and certificate fees for emergency
medical services and personnel.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Appropriations.

Senate Bills

by Senators Esser, Reardon, Finkbeiner,
Schmidt, Sheahan, T. Sheldon, Doumit,

Rasmussen, Roach, Rossi, Stevens, West and Eide

Removing the expiration date on the research and
development business and occupation tax credit.  (REVISED
FOR ENGROSSED:  Changing the expiration date on the
research and development business and occupation tax
credit.)

(AS OF SENATE 2ND READING 4/14/03)

Revises the expiration date on the research and
development business and occupation tax credit.

Directs the joint legislative audit and review committee
to provide a report to the legislature the year before and
every five years after the renewal of the tax credit in RCW
82.04.4452.  The report shall be based upon information
provided by the employment security department and the
department of revenue.  Proprietary information shall remain
confidential as otherwise provided by law.  The report shall
include, but is not limited to:  (1) Total value of tax revenue
forgone as a result of the tax credit;

(2) Total value of qualifying investments made under
the tax credit;

(3) Direct employment created or retained that is
associated with the tax credit and average wages, reported in
aggregate by North American industry classification;

(4) Total indirect employment created or retained
associated with the tax deferral;

(5) Additional sales, property, and business and
occupation tax revenues associated with the tax credit.

Provides that, in conducting this evaluation, the joint
legislative audit and review committee shall use a generally
accepted economic model and may contract with outside
economic experts.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Jan 28 First reading, referred to Technology &

Communications.
Feb 11 TC - Majority; do pass.

And refer to Ways & Means.
Minority; do not pass.

Feb 12 Referred to Ways & Means.
Apr  7 WM - Majority; do pass.

Minority; do not pass.
Passed to Rules Committee for second
reading.
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Apr 11 Placed on second reading by Rules
Committee.

Apr 14 Floor amendment(s) adopted.
Rules suspended.  Placed on Third

Reading.
Third reading, passed: yeas, 34; nays, 15;

absent, 0.

by Senate Committee on Ways & Means
(originally sponsored by Senators

Finkbeiner, Reardon, Esser, T. Sheldon, Sheahan, Schmidt,
Doumit, Hale, Rasmussen, Roach, Rossi, Stevens, West and
Eide)

Removing the expiration date for the high-technology
research and development sales and use tax deferral
program.  (REVISED FOR ENGROSSED:  Changing the
expiration date for the high-technology research and
development sales and use tax deferral program.)

(AS OF SENATE 2ND READING 4/15/03)

Revises the expiration date for the high-technology
research and development sales and use tax deferral
program.

Requires the joint legislative audit and review
committee to provide a report to the legislature the year
before and every five years after the renewal of the tax
deferral in RCW 82.63.030.  The report shall be based upon
information provided by the employment security
department and the department of revenue.  Proprietary
information shall remain confidential as otherwise provided
by law.  The report shall include, but is not limited to:  (1)
Total value of tax revenue forgone or deferred as a result of
the tax deferral;

(2) Total value of qualifying investments made under
the tax deferral;

(3) Direct employment created or retained that is
associated with the tax deferral and average wages, reported
in aggregate by North American industry classification;

(4) Total indirect employment created or retained
associated with the tax deferral;

(5) Additional sales, property, and business and
occupation tax revenues associated with the tax deferral.

Provides that, in conducting this evaluation, the joint
legislative audit and review committee shall use a generally
accepted economic model and may contract with outside
economic experts.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr  7 WM - Majority; 2nd substitute bill be

substituted, do pass.
Passed to Rules Committee for second

reading.
Apr  9 Made eligible to be placed on second

reading.
Apr 11 Placed on second reading by Rules

Committee.
Apr 15 2nd substitute bill substituted.

Floor amendment(s) adopted.
Rules suspended.  Placed on Third

Reading.
Third reading, passed: yeas, 33; nays, 16;

absent, 0.

by Senators Thibaudeau, Keiser, Kline,
Franklin, Kohl-Welles, Shin, Regala, B.

Sheldon, Kastama, Jacobsen, McAuliffe, Fairley, Prentice,
Hargrove, Reardon and Eide

Enhancing patient safety and medical error reduction efforts.
Requires the secretary to increase the licensing fee

established under RCW 43.70.110 for health care
professionals and facilities designated in this act by one
percent of the amount of the applicable annual licensing fee.
Proceeds of the patient safety fee must be dedicated to
patient safety and medical error reduction efforts that have
been proven to improve the quality of care provided by
health care professionals and facilities.

Declares that health care professionals and facilities
subject to the one percent patient safety fee include:  (1)
Health care professionals licensed under Title 18 RCW; and

(2) Hospitals licensed under chapter 70.41 RCW,
psychiatric hospitals licensed under chapter 71.12 RCW, and
ambulatory diagnostic, treatment, or surgical facilities
licensed under chapter 70.41 RCW.

Provides that one percent of the present value of the
settlement or verdict in any action for damages based upon
injuries resulting from health care shall be deducted from the
settlement or verdict as a patient safety fee.  Proceeds of the
patient safety fee will be distributed by the department of
health in the form of grants, loans, or other appropriate
arrangements to support strategies that have been proven to
reduce medical errors and enhance patient safety.

Authorizes the secretary to solicit and accept grants or
other funds from public and private sources to support
patient safety and medical error reduction efforts under
RCW 43.70.110 and 43.70.250 and sections 3 and 4 of this
act.  Any grants or funds received may be used to enhance
these activities as long as program standards established by
the secretary are maintained.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Health &

Long-Term Care.

by Senators Prentice, Swecker, Hargrove,
Rasmussen, Fairley, Oke, Franklin, Kline,

Regala, Stevens and Thibaudeau

Limiting house-banked cardrooms.
Provides that after the effective date of this act, the

gambling commission shall neither accept nor consider any
new application from any entity for a license to operate a
house-banked cardroom.

Revises the definition of a "social card game."
Provides that the provisions revising the definition of

a "social card game" take effect January 1, 2016.

-- 2003 REGULAR SESSION --
Apr 16 First reading, referred to Commerce &

Trade.
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