1058

Sponsor(s): Representatives Kagi, Boldt, Mclintire, Nixon,
Dickerson, Fromhold, O’Brien, Lantz, Linville, Kenney, Kessler,
Clibborn, Talcott, Simpson and Wood

Brief Description: Addressing educational attainment for foster
children.

HB 1058 - DIGEST
(SUBSTITUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Finds that the educational attainment of children in foster
care is significantly lower than that of children not in foster
care.

Finds that many factors influence educational outcomes for
children in foster care, including the disruption of the
educational process because of repeatedly changing schools.

Recognizes and encourages the ongoing efforts of the
department of social and health services and the office of the
superintendent of public instruction to improve educational
attainment of children in foster care.

Declares an intent that efforts continue such as recruiting
foster homes in school districts with high rates of foster care
placements, the development and dissemination of informational
materials regarding the challenges faced by children in foster
care, and the expansion to other school districts of best practices
identified in pilot projects.

Directs the department to establish an oversight committee
composed of staff from the children’s administration of the
department, the office of the superintendent of public instruction,
and advocacy agencies to develop best practice standards to
maintain foster children in their home school whenever practical.

Directs the department to work with the administrative office
of the courts to develop protocols to ensure that educational
stability is addressed during the shelter care hearing.



