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SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 8216

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Prentice

Read first time 02/12/20083. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

BE | T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEGQ SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anendnent to
Article Il, section 15 of the Constitution of the state of Washi ngton
to read as foll ows:

Article 11, section 15. Such vacancies as may occur in either
house of the legislature or in any partisan county elective office
shal | be filled by appointnment by the ((beard——ef)) county
((eemm-ssioners)) leqgislative authority of the county in which the
vacancy occurs: Provi ded, That the person appointed to fill the
vacancy nust be fromthe sane legislative district, county, or county
conmi ssioner or council district and the sanme political party as the
| egi sl ator or partisan county elective officer whose office has been
vacated, and shall be one of three persons who shall be nom nated by
the county central commttee of that party, and in case a majority of
((satd)) the nenbers of the county ((eemrssioners)) leqgislative
authority do not agree upon the appointnent within sixty days after the
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vacancy occurs, the governor shall within thirty days thereafter, and
fromthe list of nom nees provided for herein, appoint a person who
shall be from the sane |legislative district, county, or county
conmmi ssioner or council district and of the same political party as the
| egi slator or partisan county elective officer whose office has been
vacated, and the person so appointed shall hold office until his or her
successor is elected at the next general election, and ((shatH—have))
has qualified: Provided, That in case of a vacancy occurring after the
general election in a year that the office appears on the ballot and
before the start of the next term the term of the successor may
commence once he or she has qualified and shall continue through the
term for which he or she was el ected: Provided, That in case of a
vacancy occurring 1in the office of joint senator, or joint
representative, the vacancy shall be filled from a list of three
nom nees selected by the state central commttee, by appoi ntnent by the
joint action of the boards of county ((eermmsstoners)) legislative
authorities of the counties conposing the joint senatorial or joint
representative district, the person appointed to fill the vacancy nust
be fromthe sanme |legislative district and of the same political party
as the | egi sl ator whose office has been vacated, and in case a mgjority
of ((satd)) the nenbers of the county ((eemmssioners)) leqgislative
authority do not agree upon the appointnent within sixty days after the
vacancy occurs, the governor shall within thirty days thereafter, and
fromthe list of nom nees provided for herein, appoint a person who
shall be fromthe sane |egislative district and of the sane politica

party as the | egislator whose office has been vacat ed.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of this constitutional anmendnent to be published at |east four
times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every | egal
newspaper in the state.

--- END ---
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