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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8011

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Children & Famly Services & Corrections
(originally sponsored by Senators Kohl-Wlles, Bent on, Fraser,
Prentice, Carlson, Keiser, Wnsley and Schm dt)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 12/ 03.

TO THE HONORABLE GECRGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |l egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, The Washington State Legislature has enacted the first
state law regulating international matchmaki ng organi zations, chapter
19. 220 RCW and

WHEREAS, | nproved access to information will allow clients to nake
informed, w ser decisions about formng lifetime relationships,
emgrating to a foreign country, and becom ng acculturated to a new
soci ety and val ue system w t hout customary support systens; and

WHEREAS, Inproved protections can best happen wth national
standards that enhance the decision-making process of all clients of
i nternati onal matchmaki ng organi zati ons and such standards may only be
achi eved t hrough federal |egislation; and

WHEREAS, The problem of trafficking in humans is a world-w de
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matter of urgent concern involving human rights, human dignity, and
public safety; and

WHEREAS, The Washington State Legi sl ature has taken, and conti nues
to take, appropriate legislative steps to conbat human trafficking and
redress the damages done to victins of human trafficking; and

WHEREAS, The Washi ngton State Task Force Agai nst the Trafficking of
Persons has studied the issue of human trafficking and its inpact on
persons living and working in Washi ngton state; and

WHEREAS, The task force has put forth its recomendations in a
report to the Governor and Legislature and one of the recommendati ons
is for inprovenments in the federal Ilaw regulating international
mat chmaki ng organi zations to the end that safety of the clients of the
organi zations is inproved through better access to information for al
clients;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that Congress
enact revisions to P.L. 104-208, Sec. 652, U S C Sec. 1375 that wll
afford all clients of international matchmaki ng organi zati ons at | east
the sanme public safety information as is required under WAshington
state as set forth in chapter 19.220 RCW Specifically, all non-United
States clients of international matchmaki ng organi zati ons shoul d have
access to crimnal background information on prospective American
partners, the marital history of prospective Amrerican partners that is
affirmed to be true by the prospective Anmerican partner, that non-
United States clients be informed of their right to such information
and that such information be provided to non-United States clients upon
request and be provided in the native | anguage of the requestor.

BE |IT RESOLVED, That the Congress is encouraged to pronote the
entry of the United States into appropriate international accords and
protocols for regulation of international matchmaking organizations;
and

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

--- END ---
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