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SENATE BI LL 6730

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senator Morton

Read first time 02/05/2004. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to primary elections; anmending RCW 29A. 20. 020,
29A. 20. 110, 29A. 20.120, 29A 20.130, 29A.20.150, 29A. 20.160, 29A. 20.170,
29A. 20. 200, 29A.52.110, 29A 36.170, 29A.04. 127, 29A.04.310, 29A. 24.160,
29A. 28. 040, 29A. 32.030, 29A 36.010, 29A.36.100, 29A. 36.200, 29A. 52.010,
29A.52. 320, 29A.52.350, 29A. 60.020, and 29A. 60.220; adding a new
section to chapter 29A. 52 RCW adding a new section to chapter 29A 04
RCW adding a new section to chapter 29A.28 RCW creating a new
section; repealing RCW 29A. 04. 157, 29A. 24. 200, 29A. 24.210, 29A. 28.010,
29A. 28. 020, and 29A. 36.190; and providing a contingent effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A. 20.020 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 502 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A person filing a declaration of candidacy for an office shall
at the tinme of filing, be a registered voter and possess the
qualifications specified by |aw for persons who nay be elected to the
of fice.

(2) Excluding the office of precinct conmttee officer or a
tenporary elected position such as a charter review board nenber or
freehol der, no person may file for nore than one office.
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(3) The nane of a candidate for an office shall not appear on a
ball ot for that office unless, except as provided in RCW 3. 46. 067 and
3.50.057, the candidate is, at the tinme the candidate's declaration of
candidacy is filed, properly registered to vote in the geographic area
represented by the office. For the purposes of this section, each
geographic area in which registered voters may cast ballots for an
office is represented by that office. If a person elected to an office
must be nom nated froma district or simlar division of the geographic
area represented by the office, the name of a candidate for the office
shall not appear on a primary ballot for that office unless the
candidate is, at the tine the candidate's declaration of candidacy is
filed, properly registered to vote in that district or division. The
officer wth whom decl arations of candidacy nust be filed under this
title shall review each such declaration filed regarding conpliance
with this subsection

(4) ((This section does not apply to the office of a nenber of the
UnitedStatesCongress—)) The nane of a candidate for a partisan office

may not appear on the primary ballot unless certified as a nom nee at
a party convention.

(5) The requirenents of voter registration and residence within the
geographic area of a district do not apply to candidates for
congressional office. Qualifications for United States congress are
specified in the United States Constitution.

Sec. 2. RCW 29A 20.110 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 505 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

A "convention" for the purposes of this chapter, is an organized
assenbl age of registered voters representing an independent candi date
or candidates or a ((new)) nmajor or mnor political party,

organi zation, or principle. As wused in this chapter, the term
"election jurisdiction" shall nean the state or any political
subdi vision or jurisdiction of the state fromwhich partisan officials
are elected. This termshall include county conm ssioner districts or
council districts for nenbers of a county legislative authority,
counties for county officials who are nomnated and elected on a
county-w de basis, | egislative districts for menbers  of t he

| egi sl ature, congressional districts for nmenbers of Congress, and the
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state for president and vice president, nenbers of the United States
senate, and state officials who are el ected on a statew de basis.

Sec. 3. RCW 29A. 20.120 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 506 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Any nomination of a candidate for partisan public office ((by
ether—than—a—major—pottiecal—party)) nmay be nade only: (a) In a
convention held not earlier than the last Saturday in June and not
|ater than the first Saturday in July or during any of the seven days
imedi ately preceding the first day for filing declarations of
candi dacy as fixed in accordance with RCW 29A. 28. 040; (b) as provided
by RCW 29A. 60. 020; or (c) as otherwi se provided in this section.

(2) Nom nations of candi dates for president and vice president of
the United States other than by a najor political party may be made
either at a convention conducted under subsection (1) of this section,
or at a simlar convention taking place not earlier than the first
Sunday in July and not |ater than seventy days before the genera
el ecti on. Conventions held during this time period may not nom nate
candidates for any public office other than president and vice
president of the United States, except as provided in subsection (3) of
this section.

(3) If a special filing period for a partisan office is opened

under RCW 29A. 24.210, candidates ((ef—mner—potitical—parties—and
Hhdependent—candidates)) may file for office during that special filing

peri od. The nanmes of those candidates may not appear on the ball ot
unl ess they are nom nated by convention held no later than five days
after the close of the special filing period and a certificate of
nomnation is filed with the filing officer no later than three days
after the convention. The requirenents of RCW 29A 20.130 do not apply
to such a convention. If primary ballots or a voters' panphlet are
ordered to be printed before the deadline for submtting the
certificate of nom nation and the certificate has not been filed, then
the candidate's nane will be included but may not appear on the general
el ection ballot wunless the certificate is tinely filed and the
candi date otherwi se qualifies to appear on that ballot.

(4 A mjor or mnor political party may hold nore than one
convention ((but—+nAno—caseshal—anysuehparty)). A mpjor political

party shall not nomnate nore than three candidates for any one
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partisan public office or position. A mnor political party shall not
nom nate nore than one candidate for any one partisan public office or
position. For the purpose of nom nating candidates for the offices of
president and vice president, United States senator, or a statew de
office, a ((mner)) party or independent candidate holding multiple
conventions may add together the nunber of signatures of different
i ndi viduals from each convention obtained in support of the candi date
or candidates in order to obtain the nunber required by RCW 29A. 20. 140.
For all other offices for which nomnations are nade, signatures of the
requi site nunmber of registered voters nust be obtained at a single
conventi on.

Sec. 4. RCW 29A. 20.130 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 507 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Each ((#ner)) party or independent candi date nust publish a notice
in a newspaper of general circulation within the county in which the
party or the candidate intends to hold a convention. The notice nust
appear at |east ten days before the convention is to be held, and shall
state the date, tine, and place of the convention. Additionally, it
shall include the nmailing address of the person or organization
sponsoring the convention.

Sec. 5. RCW 29A. 20.150 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 509 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

A nominating petition submtted under this chapter shall clearly
identify the nanme of the ((mher)) party or independent candidate
convention as it appears on the certificate of nom nation as required
by RCW 29A. 20.160(3). The petition shall also contain a statenent that
the person signing the petition is a registered voter of the state of
Washi ngton and shall have a space for the voter to sign his or her nane
and to print his or her nane and address. No person may sign nore than
one nom nating petition under this chapter for an office for a primary
((er)) election.

Sec. 6. RCW 29A. 20.160 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 510 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

A certificate evidencing nom nations made at a convention nust:

(1) Be in witing;
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(2) Contain the nanme of each person nomnated, his or her
residence, and the office for which he or she is naned, and if the
nom nation is for the offices of president and vice president of the
United States, a sworn statenment from both nom nees giving their
consent to the nom nation;

(3) ldentify the ((#mner)) political party or the independent
candi date on whose behal f the convention was held;

(4) Be verified by the oath of the presiding officer and secretary;

(5) Be acconpanied by a nomnating petition or petitions bearing
the signatures and addresses of registered voters equal in nunber to
that required by RCW 29A. 20. 140;

(6) Contain proof of publication of the notice of calling the
convention; and

(7) Be submtted to the appropriate filing officer not |later than
one week followng the adjournnent of the convention at which the

nom nati ons were nade. If the nomnations are nade only for offices
whose jurisdiction is entirely within one county, the certificate and
nom nating petitions nust be filed with the county auditor. If a

((mner)) party or independent candidate convention nom nates any
candi dates for offices whose jurisdiction enconpasses nore than one
county, all nom nating petitions and the convention certificates nust
be filed with the secretary of state.

Sec. 7. RCW 29A. 20.170 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 511 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If two or nore valid certificates of nomnation are filed
purporting to nomnate different candidates for the sanme position using
the same mnor political party nane, the filing officer nust give
effect to both certificates. If conflicting clains to the mnor
political party name are not resolved either by mutual agreenent or by
a judicial determnation of the right to the nane, the candi dates nust
be treated as independent candidates. D sputes over the right to the
m nor political party name nust not be permtted to delay the printing
of either ballots or a voters' panphlet. O her candi dates nom nated by
the sanme conventions may continue to use the partisan affiliation
unl ess a court of conpetent jurisdiction directs otherw se.

(2) A person affected may petition the superior court of the county
in which the filing officer is |located for a judicial determ nation of
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the right to the nanme of a mnor political party, either before or

after docunents are filed with the filing officer. The court shal
resolve the conflict between conpeting clains to the use of the sane
party name according to the follow ng principles: (a) The prior

est abl i shed public use of the nane during previous elections by a party
conposed of or led by the sanme individuals or individuals in docunented
succession; (b) prior established public use of the nane earlier in the
sane election cycle; (c) the nomnation of a nore conplete slate of
candi dates for a nunber of offices or in a nunber of different regions
of the state; (d) docunented affiliation with a national or statew de
party organi zation with an established use of the nane; (e) the first
date of filing of a certificate of nomnation; and (f) such other
indicia of an established right to use of the nane as the court nmay

deemrelevant. |If nore than one filing officer is involved, and one of
them is the secretary of state, the petition nust be filed in the
superior court for Thurston county. Upon resolving the conflict

bet ween conpeting clains, the court may also address any ball ot
designation for the candi date who does not prevail.

Sec. 8. RCW 29A. 20.200 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 514 are each amended to
read as follows:

Not |ater than the Friday i mediately preceding the first day for
candidates to file, the secretary of state shall notify the county
auditors of the nanmes and designations of the major party candi dates
and all mnor party and independent candi dates who have filed valid
convention certificates and nom nating petitions with that office.
Except for the offices of president and vice president, persons
nom nated under this chapter shall file declarations of candidacy as
provi ded by RCW 29A.24.030 and 29A. 24.070. The nane of a candidate
nom nated at a convention shall not be printed upon the primry ball ot
unless he or she pays the fee required by law to be paid ((by

i d : I " I I . )Y

Sec. 9. RCW 29A. 52. 110 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1302 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Candi dates for ((t+he—folHowingoffices—shall—be nomnated—at))
partisan offices will appear on the ballot at primaries held ((pursuant

to—theprovistons—of)) under this chapter((=
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Sec. 10. RCW 29A. 36.170 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 917 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in RCW29A 36.180 and in subsection (2) of
this section, on the ballot at the general election for ((a
ponpart+san)) an office for which a primary was held, only the nanes of
the candidate who received the greatest nunber of votes and the
candi date who received the next greatest nunber of votes for that
of fice shall appear under the title of that office, and the names shal
appear in that order. |[If a primary was conducted, no candi date's nane
may be printed on the subsequent general election ballot unless he or
she receives at |east one percent of the total votes cast for that
office at the preceding primary. On the ballot at the general election
for ((anry—ether—nonpartisan)) an office for which no prinmary was hel d,
the nanes of the candidates shall be listed in the order determ ned
under RCW 29A. 36. 130.

(2) On the ballot at the general election for the office of justice
of the suprene court, judge of the court of appeals, judge of the
superior court, or state superintendent of public instruction, if a
candidate in a contested primary receives a majority of all the votes
cast for that office or position, only the name of that candi date may
be printed under the title of the office for that position.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. A new section is added to chapter 29A. 52
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Whenever candidates for partisan office are to be elected, the
general election nust be preceded by a primary conducted under this
chapter, except as otherw se provided by |aw. Based upon votes cast at
the primary, two candi dates nust be certified as qualified to appear on
the general election ballot, under RCW 29A 52.320 and 29A. 36. 170.

(2) Aprimary may not be used to select the nom nees of a political
party. A primary is a critical stage in the public process by which
voters el ect candidates to public office.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. A new section is added to chapter 29A 04
RCWto read as foll ows:

"Partisan office" neans an office for which a candidate my
identify a political party under RCW 29A.24.030(3), and is limted to
the follow ng offices:

(1) United States senator and representative;

(2) Al state offices except: (a) Judicial offices; and (b) the
of fice of superintendent of public instruction;

(3) Al county offices except: (a) Judicial offices; and (b) those
of fices where a county hone rule charter provides otherw se.

Sec. 13. RCW 29A. 04. 127 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 122 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

"Primary" ((er—prmary—eleetion™)) neans a statutory qualifying
procedure ({ For—nemnating—ecandidates—to—pubbie—olce—at—the potts))

by which all voters are pernmtted to cast a vote for his or her
preferred candidate for each office appearing on the ballot, wthout
any limtation based on party preference or affiliation, of either the
voter or the candidate with the result that not nobre than two
candidates for each office will qualify to appear on the general
el ection ballot.

Sec. 14. RCW 29A.04. 310 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 143 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((Nemnating)) Primaries for general elections to be held in
Novenmber nust be held on the third Tuesday of the precedi ng Septenber
or on the seventh Tuesday i medi ately precedi ng such general el ection,
whi chever occurs first.

Sec. 15. RCW 29A.24.160 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 616 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Filings to fill a void in candidacy for ((nenpartisan)) an office
must be made in the same manner and with the sane official as required
during the regular filing period for such office((—exeept—that)).

Nom nating ((stgrature)) petitions that ((ray—be)) are required of
candidates filing ((fer—eertatn—distriet—offiees)) during the nornal

filing period may not be required of candidates filing during the
special three-day filing period.

SB 6730 p. 8
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 16. A new section is added to chapter 29A. 28
RCWto read as foll ows:

| f the death or disqualification of a candidate for a partisan or
nonpartisan office does not give rise to the opening of a new filing
period under RCW 29A. 24.170, then the following wll occur:

(1) If the candidate dies or becones disqualified after filing a
decl aration of candidacy but before the close of the filing period,
then the declaration of candidacy is void and his or her nane wll not
appear on the ballot;

(2) If the candi date dies or becones disqualified after the close
of the filing period but before the day of the primary, then his or her

name will appear on the primary ballot and all otherw se valid votes
for that candidate will be tabulated. The candidate's nane wll not
appear on the general election ballot even if he or she otherw se woul d
have qualified to do so, but no other candidate wll advance, or be
substituted, in the place of that candidate. |If the candidate was the
only candidate to qualify to advance to the general election, then the
general election for that office |apses, and the office wll be

regarded as vacant as of the tinme the newy elected official would have
ot herwi se taken office; and

(3) If the candidate dies or becones disqualified on or after the
day of the primary, and he or she would have otherwi se qualified to
appear on the general election ballot, then his or her nanme will appear
on the general election ballot and all otherw se valid votes for that
candidate will be tabul ated. | f the candidate received a nunber of
votes sufficient to be elected to office, but for his or her death or
di squalification, then the office will be regarded as vacant as of the
time the newy elected official would have otherw se taken office.

Sec. 17. RCW 29A.28.040 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 704 are each anended to
read as follows:

(1) Wenever a vacancy occurs in the United States house of
representatives or the United States senate from this state, the
governor shall order a special electionto fill the vacancy.

(2) Wthin ten days of such vacancy occurring, he or she shal
issue a wit of election fixing a date for the special vacancy el ection
not | ess than ninety days after the issuance of the wit, fixing a date
for the primary for ((remnpating)) qualifying candidates for the
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speci al vacancy election not less than thirty days before the day fixed
for holding the special vacancy election, fixing the dates for the
special filing period, and designating the termor part of the termfor
whi ch the vacancy exists. If the vacancy is in the office of United
States representative, the wit of election shall specify the
congressional district that is vacant.

(3) If the vacancy occurs less than six nonths before a state
general election and before the second Friday followi ng the close of
the filing period for that general election, the special primary and
speci al vacancy elections shall be held in concert with the state
primary and state general election in that year.

(4) If the vacancy occurs on or after the first day for filing
under RCW 29A. 24. 050 and on or before the second Friday follow ng the
close of the filing period, a special filing period of three nornal
busi ness days shall be fixed by the governor and notice thereof given
to all nedia, including press, radio, and television within the area in
whi ch the vacancy election is to be held, to the end that, insofar as
possible, all interested persons will be aware of such filing period.
The last day of the filing period shall not be later than the third
Tuesday before the primary ((at—which—ecandidates—aretobe noemnated)).
The nanmes of candi dates who have filed valid declarations of candi dacy
during this three-day period shall appear on the approaching primary
bal | ot .

(5) If the vacancy occurs later than the second Friday follow ng
the close of the filing period, a special primary and speci al vacancy
election to fill the position shall be held after the next state
general election but, in any event, no later than the ninetieth day
foll ow ng the Novenber el ection.

Sec. 18. RCW 29A.32.030 and 2003 c 111 s 803 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The voters' panphl et nust contain:

(1) Information about each ballot neasure initiated by or referred
to the voters for their approval or rejection as required by RCW
29A. 32. 070;

(2) In even-nunbered years, statenents, if submtted, advocating
t he candi daci es of ((nemnees)) candidates qualified to appear on the
ballot for the office of president and vice president of the United

SB 6730 p. 10
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States, United States senator, United States representative, governor
i eutenant governor, secretary of state, state treasurer, state
auditor, attorney general, comm ssioner of public |ands, superintendent
of public instruction, insurance comm ssioner, state senator, state
representative, justice of the supreme court, judge of the court of
appeal s, or judge of the superior court. Candidates nmay also submt a
canpai gn mailing address and tel ephone nunber and a phot ograph not nore
than five years old and of a size and quality that the secretary of
state determnes to be suitable for reproduction in the voters
panphl et ;

(3) In odd-nunbered years, if any office voted upon statew de
appears on the ballot due to a vacancy, then statenments and phot ographs
for candi dates for any vacant office listed in subsection (2) of this
section nust appear;

(4) In even-nunbered years, a section explaining how voters may
participate in the election canpaign process; the address and tel ephone
nunber of the public disclosure comm ssion established under RCW
42.17.350; and a summary of the disclosure requirenents that apply when
contributions are made to candi dates and political conmttees;

(5) In even-nunbered years the nanme, address, and tel ephone nunber

of each political party ((wth—nroemnees—tistedin—the parphlet—i++
i ed with il : I I . : .

Litieal I i 3 f ¢ : : .
pottieal—party)) for which a candidate appearing on the ballot has
expressed his or her declaration of candidacy, if the party has
provided that information to the secretary of state;

(6) In each odd-nunbered year inmmedi ately before a year in which a
president of the United States is to be nomnated and elected,
i nformati on expl aining the precinct caucus and conventi on process used
by each major political party to elect delegates to its national
presidential candi date nom nating convention. The panphlet nust also
provide a description of the statutory procedures by which mnor
political parties are formed and the statutory nethods used by the
parties to nom nate candi dates for president;

(7) I'n even-nunbered years, a description of the office of precinct
commttee officer and its duties;

(8) An application formfor an absentee ballot;

p. 11 SB 6730
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(9) A brief statenment explaining the deletion and addition of
| anguage for proposed neasures under RCW 29A. 32. 080;

(10) Any additional information pertaining to elections as may be
required by law or in the judgnment of the secretary of state is deened
informative to the voters.

Sec. 19. RCW 29A. 36.010 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 901 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

On or before the day following the last day allowed for ((pettieal
parties to fill vacancies in the ticket as provided by RCW29A 28.010))
candidates to wthdraw under RCW 29A. 24.130, the secretary of state
shall certify to each county auditor a list of the candi dates who have
filed declarations of candidacy and valid convention certificates and
nom nating petitions in his or her office for the primary. For each
office, the certificate shall include the nanme of each candidate, his
or her address, and his or her party designation, if any.

Sec. 20. RCW 29A. 36.100 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 910 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Except for the candidates for the positions of president and vice
president or for a partisan or nonpartisan office for which no primary
is required, the nanmes of all candi dates who, under this title, filed
a decl aration of candidacy((—were—certifiedas—acandidatetofitl—a

N NN aas a N a a A a aVaVaallla a¥a alli il a¥alaYaYaYa¥a Fa¥a a
Vi C y O Ci » v A" O

mhRer—party—eandi-date)) and valid convention certificates and

nom nating petitions will appear on the appropriate ballot at the

primary throughout the jurisdiction ((Hr—whiech—they—are—to—be
nomnated)) of the office for which they are a candi date.

Sec. 21. RCW 29A. 36.200 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 920 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The nanes of the persons certified ((as—nemnees)) by the secretary
of state or the county canvassing board as having qualified to appear
on the general election ballot shall be printed on the ballot at the
ensui ng el ection.

No nane of any candidate ((whese—nroemnation—at—a—prtrary—+s
regured—by—taw-shalt)) for an office for which a prinmary i s conducted

may be placed upon the ballot at a general or special election unless

SB 6730 p. 12
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it appears upon the certificate of either (1) the secretary of

state((5)) or (2) the county canvassi ng boar d( (—e+—3)—amner—party
: I I . : .
Litical i1 . el I 29A_28-020))

Excl uding the office of precinct commttee officer or a tenporary
el ected position such as a charter review board nenber or freehol der,
a candi date's nane shall not appear nore than once upon a ballot for a
position regularly nom nated or elected at the sane el ection.

Sec. 22. RCW29A 52.010 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1301 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Whenever it shall be necessary to hold a special election in an
odd- nunbered year to fill an unexpired term of any office which is
schedul ed to be voted upon for a full termin an even-nunbered year, no
((Septenber)) primary election shall be held in the odd-nunbered year
if, after the last day allowed for candidates to w thdraw, ((erher—of

he f ol Low . oy

=t I i d : I Lified Litical
I i 1 ed ol . : i d : I . e I
fitled;, or

£2r)) no nore than two candidates have filed a declaration of
candi dacy for a single ((renpartisan)) office to be filled.

In ((etther)) this event, the officer with whomthe declarations of
candi dacy were filed shall imediately notify all candi dates concerned
and the nanes of the candi dates that woul d have been printed upon the
((Septenber)) primary ballot, but for the provisions of this section,
shall be printed as ((nemnees)) candidates for the positions sought
upon the ((Nevenber)) general election ballot.

Sec. 23. RCW29A 52.320 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1310 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

No |ater than the day following the certification of the returns of
any primary, the secretary of state shall certify to the appropriate
county auditors, the names of all persons ((remnated)) qualified to
appear on the general election ballot as candidates for offices, the
returns of which have been canvassed by the secretary of state.
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Sec. 24. RCW29A. 52.350 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1313 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Except as provided in RCW 29A 32.260, notice for any state,
county, district, or nunicipal election, whether special or general
must be given by at |east one publication not nore than ten nor |ess
than three days before the election by the county auditor or the
of ficer conducting the election as the case may be, in one or nore
newspapers of general circulation within the county. The |egal notice
must contain the title of each office under the proper party
((destgnation)) preference, the nanes and addresses of all ((efHecers))
candi dates who have been ((hremnated)) qualified to appear on the
ballot for an office to be voted upon at that election, together with
the ballot titles of all neasures, the hours during which the polls
wll be open, and the polling places for each precinct, giving the
address of each polling place. The nanes of all candidates for
nonparti san offices nust be published separately with designation of
the offices for which they are candidates but wthout party
desi gnati on. This is the only notice required for a state, county,
district, or nunicipal general or special election and supersedes the
provi sions of any and all other statutes, whether general or special in

nature, having different requirenments for the giving of notice of any
general or special elections.

Sec. 25. RCW 29A 60.020 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1502 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) For any office at any election or primary, any voter may wite
in on the ballot the nane of any person for an office who has filed as
a wite-in candidate for the office in the manner provided by RCW
29A. 24. 310 and such vote shall be counted the same as if the nane had
been printed on the ballot and marked by the voter. No wite-in vote
made for any person who has not filed a declaration of candidacy
pursuant to RCW29A.24.310 is valid if that person filed for the sane
office, either as a regular candidate or a wite-in candidate, at the
preceding primary. Any abbreviation wused to designate office,
position, or political party shall be accepted if the canvassing board
can determne, to their satisfaction, the voter's intent.

(2) The nunber of wite-in votes cast for each office nust be
recorded and reported with the canvass for the election.
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(3) Wite-in votes cast for an individual candidate for an office
need not be tallied if the total nunber of wite-in votes cast for the
office is not greater than the nunber of votes cast for the candidate
apparently ((nemnated)) qualified to appear on the general election
ballot or elected, and the wite-in votes could not have altered the
outcone of the primary or election. 1In the case of wite-in votes for
statewi de office or for any office whose jurisdiction enconpasses nore
than one county, wite-in votes for an individual candidate nust be
tallied whenever the county auditor is notified by either the office of
the secretary of state or another auditor in a multicounty jurisdiction
that it appears that the wite-in votes could alter the outcone of the
primary or el ection.

(4) In the case of statewde offices or jurisdictions that
enconpass nore than one county, if the total nunber of wite-in votes
cast for an office within a county is greater than the nunber of votes
cast for a candidate apparently ((nremnated)) qualified to appear on
the general election ballot or elected in a primary or election, the
auditor shall tally all wite-in votes for individual candidates for
that office and notify the office of the secretary of state and the
auditors of the other counties wthin the jurisdiction, that the wite-
in votes for individual candidates should be talli ed.

Sec. 26. RCW 29A. 60.220 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1522 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If the requisite nunber of any federal, state, county, city, or
district offices have not ((beennemnated)) qualified to appear on the

general election ballot in a primary by reason of two or nore persons
havi ng an equal and requisite nunber of votes for being placed on the
general election ballot, the official enpowered by state lawto certify
candi dates for the general election ballot shall give notice to the
several persons so having the equal and requisite nunber of votes to
attend at the appropriate office at the tinme designated by that
official, who shall then and there proceed publicly to decide by | ot
which of those persons will be declared ((remnated)) qualified and
pl aced on the general election ballot.

(2) If the requisite nunber of any federal, state, county, city,
district, or precinct officers have not been el ected by reason of two
or nore persons having an equal and hi ghest nunber of votes for one and
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the sane office, the official enpowered by state law to issue the
original certificate of election shall give notice to the several
persons so having the highest and equal nunber of votes to attend at
the appropriate office at the tine to be appointed by that official
who shall then and there proceed publicly to decide by |ot which of
those persons will be declared duly elected, and the official shall
make out and deliver to the person thus duly declared elected a
certificate of election.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 27. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW 29A. 04. 157 (Septenber primary) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 128;

(2) RCW 29A.24.200 (Lapse of election when no filing for single
positions--Effect) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 620;

(3) RCW 29A.24.210 (Vacancy in partisan elective office--Specia
filing period) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 621,

(4) RCW 29A. 28.010 (Major party ticket) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 701, 1990
c 59 s 102, 1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 s 12, & 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.18. 150;

(5) RCW29A. 28. 020 (Death or disqualification--Correcting ballots--
Counting votes already cast) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 702, 2001 c 46 s 4, &
1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 s 13; and

(6) RCW 29A. 36.190 (Partisan candidates qualified for general
el ection) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 9109.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 28. The secretary of state and county auditors
may take such steps before this act takes effect as may be necessary to
prepare to conduct an election under the terns of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 29. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 30. This act takes effect July 1, 2004, if, as
of that date, the decision issued by the United States Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Crcuit on Septenber 15, 2003, in the case of Denocratic

SB 6730 p. 16



1
2

Party of
reversed,

Washi ngton State v. Reed has not
or otherw se superseded.

--- END ---

p. 17

been w t hdr awn,

st ayed,

SB 6730



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.
	Section 5.
	Section 6.
	Section 7.
	Section 8.
	Section 9.
	Section 10.
	Section 11.
	Section 12.
	Section 13.
	Section 14.
	Section 15.
	Section 16.
	Section 17.
	Section 18.
	Section 19.
	Section 20.
	Section 21.
	Section 22.
	Section 23.
	Section 24.
	Section 25.
	Section 26.
	Section 27.
	Section 28.
	Section 29.
	Section 30.

