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SENATE BI LL 6717

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senators Jacobsen, Swecker, Shin, Kline, Brown, Kohl-Welles,
Spanel and T. Shel don

Read first time 02/04/2004. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Rel ating to public confidence in election results; anmendi ng
RCW 29A.12.020, 29A 12.050, 29A. 12.080, 29A. 12.100, 29A 44.250,
29A. 60. 060, 29A. 60. 110, 29A 60.170, 29A. 60.210, 29A. 60. 230, 29A. 64. 010,
29A. 64. 020, 29A. 64.090, 29A 04.007, and 29A 04.019; reenacting and
amendi ng RCW 42.17.2401; adding new sections to chapter 29A 12 RCW
creating a new section; providing an effective date; and declaring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29A 12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Al voting systens in Washington state nust produce a voter-
verified paper ballot, to be read and verified by the voter at time of
voting, wthout the use of an interface, except as may be needed for
certain disabled individuals, and placed in a ballot box either by the
voter or voting machine, to be used as the official ballot in recounts
and el ection audits.

(2) Each county in the state shall conduct mandatory random manua
audits of the voter-verified paper ballots, of five percent of all
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precincts in all counties, of all races, of all votes cast on all
ballots for that precinct, at the polling place. The audits nust be
random chosen by lottery imediately after the polls close.

(3) A manual audit of the voter-verified paper ballots is
automatically required for anomal ous results. The required audits are
not part of the random five-percent audit requirenent. Anomal ous
results are any of the foll ow ng:

(a) Insufficient randommess;

(b) Discrepant trends in analysis of results in each precinct;

(c) Results reported very |ate;

(d) Excess overvotes or undervotes;

(e) Vote totals that do not match the nunber registered as having
vot ed;

(f) Problens with vote counting or vote tabul ating systens;

(g) Discrepancies in vote totals reported fromthe polling place to
a central counting system or from a central counting system to the
state counting system

(h) Excessive discrepancy between the electronic vote count totals
and the voter-verified paper ballot totals, regardl ess of whether the
di screpancy woul d overturn the el ection.

(4) A report of the polling place tally of votes nust be posted at
the polling place before transm ssion of vote totals to the county or
central counting, and before ballots are transported to a central
counting | ocation. All polling place totals nust be reconciled with
the totals received at the central counting |ocation. Each counting
| ocation must reconcile totals with county or state counting records.

(5) Polling place ballots nmust be clearly and separately recorded

and audited as a separate line item from absentee, nmail-in,
provisional, or other fornms of nonpolling place ballots. Absent ee,
mai |l -in, provisional, or other forns of nonpolling place ballots nust

not be identified as or conbined with, polling place ballots.

(6) Al systens nust have an open source code. The code nust be
available for outside review by a panel chosen by nenbers of all
parties represented in the state legislature. The secretary of state
or the state elections office, due to potential conflicts of interest,
may not submt panel nenbers.

(7) No voting system nmay contain or use a system that allows
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connection to a network via nodem phone, wireless, or other neans of
connection. "Voting system' includes the voting unit, vote tabulation
unit, or any other unit that may conprise the entire voting system

Sec. 2. RCW 29A.12.020 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 302 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary of state shall inspect, evaluate, and publicly test
in their entirety all voting systenms or conponents of voting systens
that are submtted for review under RCW 29A.12.030. The secretary of
state shall determ ne whether the voting systenms conformwth all of
the requirenents of this title, the applicable rules adopted in
accordance wth this title, and wth generally accepted safety
requirenents. The secretary of state shall transmt a copy of the
report of any exam nation under this section, within thirty days after
conpl eting the exam nation, to the county auditor of each county.

Sec. 3. RCW 29A.12.050 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 305 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

If voting systens or devices or vote tallying systens are to be
used for conducting a primary or election, only those that have the
approval of the secretary of state or had been approved under this
chapter or the former chapter 29.34 RCW before March 22, 1982, may be
used. Any nodification, change, or inprovenent to any voting system or

conponent of a system ((that—dees—hot—irpatr—its—accuracy—effiecieney-

first be tested and approved by the appropriate independent testing
authority approved by the federal elections commission or its statutory
successor.

Sec. 4. RCW 29A.12.080 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 308 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

No voting device shall be approved by the secretary of state unless
it:

(1) Secures to the voter secrecy in the act of voting;

(2) Permts the voter to vote for any person for any office and
upon any neasure that he or she has the right to vote for;
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(3) Permts the voter to vote for all the candi dates of one party
or in part for the candi dates of one or nore other parties;

(4) Correctly registers all votes cast for any and all persons and
for or against any and all neasures;

(5) Correctly and accurately tabulates the votes cast for all
candidates and for or against all neasures; and

(6) Provides that a vote for nore than one candi date cannot be cast
by one single operation of the voting device or vote tally system
except when voting for president and vice president of the United
St at es( (;—and

n : : . it . hi _
I 1 fied | - | I

| . urisdiction)).

Sec. 5. RCW 29A.12.100 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 310 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary of state shall not approve a vote tallying system
unless it:

(1) Correctly counts votes on ballots on which the proper nunber of
vot es have been marked for any office or issue;

(2) lgnores votes marked for any office or issue where nore than
the all owabl e nunber of votes have been marked, but correctly counts
the properly voted portions of the ballot;

(3) Accunul ates a count of the specific nunber of ballots tallied
for each precinct, total votes by candidate for each office, and total
votes for and agai nst each issue of the ballot in that precinct;

(4) Accommpdates rotation of candi dates' nanes on the ball ot under
RCW 29A. 36. 140; and

(5) Produces precinct and cunul ative totals in printed fornm (+—and

{6) Except for functions or capabilities unique to this state, has
I 1 fied | - | I

| . urisdiction)).

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 29A 12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

| medi ately upon the effective date of this section, no voting
system may be certified or purchased in Washington state unless it
meets or exceeds the 2002 guidelines of the federal elections
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comm ssion that w1l be required by 2006, and as they may be anended
by the federal elections commssion or its statutory successor, or by
the official federal certifying authority, fromtine to tine.

Sec. 7. RCW 29A. 44.250 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1124 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Paper ballots may not be tabulated at the precinct polling
pl ace before the closing of the polls. Paper ballots nust be tabul ated
only after the closing of the polls. The tabulation of ballots, paper
or otherw se, shall be open to the public, but no persons except those
enpl oyed and aut hori zed by the county auditor may touch a ballot card
or ballot container or operate vote tallying equi pnent.

(2) The results of the tabulation of paper ballots at the polls
( ( shatH—be—delivered—to—the—county—auditer)) nust be recorded and
posted at the polls as soon as the tabulation is conplete and then
delivered to the county auditor.

Sec. 8. RCW 29A. 60. 060 and 2003 c 111 s 1506 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

After the close of the polls, counties ((enptoyngpoeH—sitebaltot

. ovi Lenhonicall I call 1)) must
conduct a poll-site count. The accunulated tally for each ((dewviee))

polling place nmust be transmtted to a central reporting |ocation, with
W t nesses, by tel ephone or electronic link to central reporting. The
electronic link or telephone nust not be connected in any way to any
part of the voting or vote tabulating systens, nor nay the reporting
systens use a disc, cartridge, or other nediumcreated fromthe voting
systemthat carries official vote totals. Before ((#wakinrg—atelephoenie
or—eleetronte—transmssion)) transmtting totals by telephone or
electronically, the precinct election officer nust create a printed
record of the results of the election for that poll site. During the
canvassing period the results transmtted ((telephenteally)) by poll
worker via tel ephone or electronically nmust be considered unofficial
until a conplete reconciliation of the results has been perforned.
This reconciliation ((may)) nust be acconplished by a direct |oading of
the results fromthe nenory pack into the central accumul ator, ((ef))
and a conparison of the report produced at the poll site on election
night wwth the results received by the central accunul ati ng devi ce.
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Sec. 9. RCW 29A. 60.110 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1511 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

| medi ately after their tabulation, all ballots counted at ((a
balH-ot—counting—eenter)) the polls nust be sealed in containers that
identify the primary or election and be retained for at |east sixty
days or according to federal |aw, whichever is |onger. Al ballots
tallied by poll-site ballot counting devices nust be returned to the
el ections departnment in sealed ballot containers on election day.
Counti es conposed entirely of islands or portions of counties conposed
of islands shall collect the ballots wthin twenty-four hours of the
cl ose of the polls.

Ballots tabulated in poll-site ballot counting devices nust be
sealed by two of the election precinct officers at the polling place,
and a log of the seal and the nanes of the people sealing the container
must be conpl et ed. One copy of this log nust be retained by the
i nspector, one copy nust be placed in the ballot transfer case, and one
copy nust be transported with the ballots to the el ections departnent,
where the seal nunber nust be verified by the county auditor or a
designated representative. Ballots ((#ay)) nust be transported by
((enre)) two election enployees ((H—the—~contatner—ts—sealed—at—the
peH)), and the nanes of the enployees nust appear on the |log of the
seal and ((t+hen)) verified when returned to the el ections departnment.
Auditors wusing poll-site ballot counting devices may not conduct
((earHy)) pickup of counted ballots on election day until the polls are
closed and precincts for random manual audits of the voter-verified
paper ballots have been chosen. The audits nust be conducted at the
pol |'s.

In the presence of major party observers who are available, ballots
may be renoved fromthe seal ed containers at the el ections departnent
and consolidated into one seal ed contai ner for storage purposes, unless
there is a discrepancy in the count as reported by the polling
official. The containers may only be opened by the canvassi ng board as
part of the canvass, or to conduct recounts, or under RCW
29A.60.170(3), or by order of the superior court in a contest or
el ection dispute. |If the canvassing board opens a ballot container, it
shall make a full record of the additional tabulation or exam nation
made of the ballots. This record nust be added to any other record of
t he canvassi ng process in that county.
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Sec. 10. RCW29A 60.170 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1517 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The counting center in a county using voting systens is under
the direction of the county auditor and nust be observed by one
representative fromeach major political party, if representatives have
been appointed by the respective nmmjor political parties and these
representatives are present while the counting center is operating.
The proceedi ngs nust be open to the public, but no persons except those
enpl oyed and aut hori zed by the county auditor may touch any ballot or
bal |l ot container or operate a vote tallying system

(2) In counties in which ballots are not counted at the polling
pl ace as part of the mandatory random audit of the voter-verified paper

ballots of five percent of precincts, the official political party

observer s( (;—upen—nutual—agreenents)) may ((regquest—that)) each sel ect

a precinct ((be—seleectedat—+andoenr)) on receipt of the ballots fromthe
polling place ((ard—that)). A manual count nust be made of the nunber
of voter-verified paper ballots and of the votes cast on those ballots
on any office or issue. The ballots for that precinct nmust then be
counted by the vote tallying system and this result wll be conpared
to the results of the manual count. This may be done as many as three
times during the tabulation of ballots on the day of the primary or
el ection. The manual recount of the voter-verified paper ballots is
the official tabulation in all cases where discrepancies in the vote
counting systens arise.

(3) In counties wusing poll-site ballot counting devices, the
political party observers((—upen—rutual—agreerent)) may each choose
as many as ((three)) two precincts and request that a manual count be
made of the nunber of voter-verified paper ballots and the votes cast
on those ballots on any office or issue. The results of this count
wll be conpared to the count of the precinct made by the poll-site
bal | ot counting device. The nanual recount of the voter-verified paper

ballots is the official tabulation in all cases where discrepancies in
the vote counting systens arise. These selections nust be made no
later than thirty mnutes after the close of the polls. The manua
count of the voter-verified paper ballots nust be conpleted within
forty-eight hours after the close of the polls. The process nust take
pl ace at a | ocation designated by the county auditor for that purpose.
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The political party observers nust receive tinely notice of the tine
and | ocation, and have the right to be present. However, the process
must proceed as scheduled if the observers are unable to attend.

Sec. 11. RCW 29A 60.210 and 2003 c 111 s 1521 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Whenever the canvassing board finds that there is an apparent
di screpancy or an inconsistency in the returns of a primary or
el ection, the board may recanvass the voter-verified paper ballots ((er
votihg—deviees)) in any precincts of the county. The canvassing board
shal | conduct any necessary recanvass activity on or before the | ast
day to certify the primary or election and correct any error and
docunent the correction of any error that it finds.

Sec. 12. RCW 29A. 60.230 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1523 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Imediately after the official results of a state primary or
general election in a county are ascertained, the county auditor or
other election officer shall mnmake an abstract of the nunber of
regi stered voters in each precinct and of all the votes cast in the
county at such state primary or general election for and agai nst state
measures and for each candidate for federal, state, and legislative
office or for any other office which the secretary of state is required
by law to canvass. The cumul ative report of the election and a copy of
the certificate of the election nust be transmtted to the secretary of
state immediately, through electronic neans and mailed wth the
abstract of votes no later than the next business day follow ng the
certification by the county canvassi ng board.

(2) After each general election, the county auditor or other
el ection officer shall provide to the secretary of state a report of
the nunber of absentee ballots cast in each precinct for and against

state mnmeasures and for each candidate for federal, state, and
| egislative office or for any other office which the secretary of state
is required by law to canvass. The report may be included in the

abstract required by this section or nay be transmtted to the
secretary of state separately, but in no event later than March 31lst of
the year following the election. Absentee ballot results may not be
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incorporated into votes cast at the polls for each precinct ((er—ay)).
They nust be reported separately on a precinct-by-precinct basis.

(3) ((If ahsentee ballot results are not incorporated into votes
cast—at—the—poHs;-)) The county auditor or other election official my

aggregate results fromnore than one precinct if the auditor, pursuant
to rules adopted by the secretary of state, finds that reporting a
single precinct's absentee ballot results would jeopardi ze the secrecy
of a person's ballot. To the extent practicable, precincts for which
absentee results are aggregated nust be conti guous.

Sec. 13. RCW29A 64.010 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1601 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

An officer of a political party or any person for whom votes were
cast in a primary who was not declared nomnated nmay file a witten
application for a recount of the votes or a portion of the votes cast
at that primary for all persons for whomvotes were cast for nom nation
to that office.

An officer of a political party or any person for whom votes were
cast at any election may file a witten application for a recount of
the votes or a portion of the votes cast at that election for al
candi dates for election to that office.

Any group of five or nore registered voters may file a witten
application for a recount of the votes or a portion of the votes cast
upon any question or issue. They shall designate one of the nenbers of
the group as chair and shall indicate the voting residence of each
menber of the group.

An application for a recount of the votes cast for an office or on
a ballot nmeasure nmust be filed with the officer wwith whomfilings are
made for the jurisdiction.

An application for a recount nust specify whether the recount wl|l
be done manually of the voter-verified paper ballots or by the vote
tally system of the voter-verified paper ballots. A recount done by
the vote tally system nust use programm ng that recounts and reports
only the office or ballot neasure in question. The county shall also
provide for a test of the logic and accuracy of that program

An application for a recount must be filed within three business
days after the county canvassing board or secretary of state has
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declared the official results of the primary or election for the office
or issue for which the recount is requested.

This chapter applies to the recounting of votes cast by paper
ballots and to the recounting of votes recorded on voter-verified paper
bal | ots counted by a vote tally system

Sec. 14. RCW 29A 64.020 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1602 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If the official canvass of all of the returns for any office at
any primary or election reveals that the difference in the nunber of
votes cast for a candidate apparently nomnated or elected to any
of fice and the nunber of votes cast for the closest apparently defeated
opponent is less than ((+we)) three thousand votes and also | ess than
((ene—halt—oef—one)) five percent of the total nunber of votes cast for
both candi dates, the county canvassing board shall conduct a nanua
recount of the voter-verified paper ballots of all votes cast on that
posi tion.

((£a)y)) Whenever such a difference occurs in the nunber of votes
cast for candidates for a position the declaration of candidacy for
which was filed with the secretary of state, the secretary of state
shall, within three business days of the day that the returns of the
primary or election are first certified by the canvassing boards of
those counties, direct those boards to recount all votes cast on the
posi tion.

this section.))

(2) A mandatory recount shall be conducted in the manner provided
by RCW 29A. 64. 030, 29A. 64.040, and 29A.64.060. No cost of a mandatory
recount may be charged to any candi date.

(3) The apparent w nner and cl osest apparently defeated opponent
for an office for which a manual recount is required under subsection
(1)((€Eb)y)) of this section may select an alternative nethod of
conducting the recount. To select such an alternative, the two
candidates shall agree to the alternative in a signed, witten

SB 6717 p. 10



© 00 N O Ol WDN B

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

statenment filed with the election official for the office. The recount
shal |l be conducted using the alternative nethod if: It is suited to
the balloting system that was used for casting the votes for the
office; it involves the use of a vote tallying systemthat is approved
for use in this state by the secretary of state; it is a recount of the
voter-verified paper ballots; and the vote tallying systemis readily
avai l able in each county required to conduct the recount. If nore than
one balloting system was used in casting votes for the office, an
alternative to a manual recount nmay be selected for each system

Sec. 15. RCW29A 64.090 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1609 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

When the official canvass of returns of any el ection reveals that
the difference in the nunber of votes cast for the approval of a
statewi de neasure and the nunber of votes cast for the rejection of
such neasure is less than two thousand votes and al so | ess than ((enre—
hal+—of—one)) two percent of the total nunber of votes cast on such
measure, the secretary of state shall direct that a recount of all
votes cast on such neasure be made on such neasure, in the manner
provi ded by RCW 29A. 64. 040 and 29A. 64. 060, and the cost of such recount
wll be at state expense.

Sec. 16. RCW 29A.04.007 and 2003 c 111 s 102 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

As used in this title:

(1) "Ballot" neans, as the context inplies, either:

(a) The issues and offices to be voted upon in a jurisdiction or
portion of a jurisdiction at a particular primary, general election, or
speci al el ection;

(b) A facsimle of the contents of a particular ballot whether
printed on a paper ballot or ballot card or as part of a voting nachi ne
or voting device;

(c) A physical ((eF—eleetronie)) record of the choices of an
i ndi vidual voter in a particular primary, general election, or special
el ection; or

(d) The physical docunent on which the voter's choices are to be
recor ded;
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(2) "Paper ballot" nmeans a piece of paper on which the ballot for
a particular election or primary has been printed, on which a voter may
record his or her choices for any candidate or for or against any
nmeasure, and that is to be tabulated manually, and has been verified by
the voter by the act of marking the ballot or witnessing as correct a
voter-verified paper ballot;

(3) "Ballot card" neans any type of card or piece of paper of any
size on which a voter may record his or her choices for any candi date
and for or against any neasure and that is to be tabulated on a vote
tallying system

(4) "Sample ballot" neans a printed facsimle of all the issues and
offices on the ballot in a jurisdiction and is intended to give voters
notice of the issues, offices, and candidates that are to be voted on
at a particular primary, general election, or special election;

(5) "Provisional ballot" neans a ballot issued to a voter at the
pol ling place on election day by the precinct election board, for one
of the foll ow ng reasons:

(a) The voter's nanme does not appear in the poll book;

(b) There is an indication in the poll book that the voter has
requested an absentee ballot, but the voter wishes to vote at the
pol l'i ng pl ace;

(c) There is a question on the part of the voter concerning the
i ssues or candi dates on which the voter is qualified to vote.

Sec. 17. RCW 29A.04.019 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 104 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

"Counting center" nmeans the facility or facilities designated by
the county auditor to count and canvass mail ballots, absentee ballots,
and polling place ballots that are transferred to a central site ((te
be—counted—rather—than)) after being counted by a poll-site ballot
counting device, or manually counted at the poll site, on the day of a
primary or el ection.

Sec. 18. RCW 42.17.2401 and 2001 ¢ 36 s 1 and 2001 ¢ 9 s 1 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

For the purposes of RCW 42.17.240, the term "executive state
of ficer" includes:

SB 6717 p. 12
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(1) The chief admnistrative law judge, the director of
agriculture, the adm nistrator of the Washi ngton basic health plan, the
director of the departnment of services for the blind, the director of
the state system of community and technical colleges, the director of
communi ty, trade, and econom c devel opnent, the secretary of
corrections, the director of ecology, the comm ssioner of enploynent
security, the chairman of the energy facility site evaluation council,
the secretary of the state finance conmttee, the director of financial
managenent, the director of fish and wildlife, the executive secretary
of the forest practices appeals board, the director of the ganbling
comm ssion, the director of general admnistration, the secretary of
health, the admnistrator of the W shington state health care
authority, the executive secretary of the health care facilities
authority, the executive secretary of the higher education facilities
authority, the executive secretary of the horse racing comm ssion, the
executive secretary of the human rights conm ssion, the executive
secretary of the indeterm nate sentence review board, the director of
t he departnment of information services, the director of the interagency
comm ttee for outdoor recreation, the executive director of the state
i nvest nent board, the director of |abor and industries, the director of
licensing, the director of the lottery comm ssion, the director of the
office of mnority and wonen's business enterprises, the director of
parks and recreation, the director of personnel, the executive director
of the public disclosure commssion, the director of retirenent
systens, the director of revenue, the secretary of social and health
services, the chief of the Wshington state patrol, the executive
secretary of the board of tax appeals, the secretary of transportation,
the secretary of the wutilities and transportation comm ssion, the
director of veterans affairs, the president of each of the regional and
state universities and the president of The Evergreen State Coll ege,
each district and each canpus president of each state community
col | ege;

(2) Each professional staff nenber of the office of the governor;

(3) Each professional staff nmenber of the |egislature; ((and))

(4) Each professional staff nenber of the elections division of the
secretary of state; and

(5) Central Wshington University board of trustees, board of
trustees of each community col |l ege, each nenber of the state board for
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comunity and technical colleges, state convention and trade center
board of directors, conmttee for deferred conpensation, Eastern
Washi ngton University board of trustees, Washi ngton econom ¢
devel opment finance authority, The Evergreen State College board of
trustees, executive ethics board, forest practices appeals board,
forest practices board, ganbling comm ssion, Washington health care
facilities authority, each nenber of the Washington health services
comm ssion, higher education coordinating board, higher education
facilities authority, horse racing conmssion, state housing finance
comm ssion, human rights conmm ssion, indeterm nate sentence review
board, board of industrial insurance appeals, information services
board, interagency commttee for outdoor recreation, state investnent
board, comm ssion on judicial conduct, |egislative ethics board, |iquor
control board, lottery comm ssion, nmarine oversight board, Pacific
Nort hwest el ectric power and conservation planning council, parks and
recreation comm ssion, personnel appeals board, board of pilotage
comm ssioners, pollution control hearings board, public disclosure
comm ssi on, public pension comm ssion, shorelines hearing board, public
enpl oyees' benefits board, sal non recovery funding board, board of tax
appeal s, transportation comm ssion, University of Washington board of
regents, wutilities and transportation conmm ssion, Wshington state
maritime comm ssion, WAshi ngton personnel resources board, Wshington
public power supply system executive board, Washington State University
board of regents, Western WAshington University board of trustees, and
fish and wildlife conm ssion.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 19. As the Secure Electronic Registration and
Voting Experinment (SERVE) project cannot be certified to federal
standards as required of other voting systens since standards for
Internet voting do not exist, and partial review of SERVE by an
i ndependent testing authority approved by the federal elections
comm ssion is contracted to Ci ber, who will review the voting portion
and not the Internet portion of the system then the decision of the
recent independent review panel of SERVE, nmade up of the nost qualified
individuals to review such a system shall decide the use of SERVE for
voting in Washington state. |If the panel finds the SERVE voting system
unacceptable, that it puts voters' rights at risk, then Washington
state will stop participation in the SERVE project and repeal the
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aut horization by P.L. 107-107, Title 16, Section 1604 and chapter 17,
Laws of 2003 1st sp. sess., as necessary to protect the integrity of
Washington mlitary and overseas voters.

The secretary of state shall provide a conplete copy of the
original independent panel review results directly to Washington state
| egi slators, the governor, and county auditors. The independent panel
review will also be made avail able to the public.

If the review finds SERVE unacceptable as a voting system that
cannot secure the integrity of the vote, then in lieu of SERVE,
Washi ngton state election officials will nmake every attenpt to ensure
participation of mlitary and overseas voters by education, the federal
voting assistance program and blank ballots, and coordinating with
mlitary facilities and enbassies to expedite ballots to mlitary and
overseas voters, including faxing and researching the use of e-mail to
expedite the tinme ballots are in transit to mlitary and overseas
vot ers.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 20. (1) Sections 1, 6, 18, and 19 of this act
are necessary for the imrediate preservation of the public peace,
health, or safety, or support of the state governnent and its existing
public institutions, and take effect inmmediately.

(2) Sections 2 through 5 and 7 through 17 of this act take effect
July 1, 2004.

~-- END ---
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