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SENATE BI LL 6702

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senators Murray, Horn, Poul sen, MAuliffe, Kline and Berkey

Read first tinme 02/02/2004. Referred to Commttee on H ghways &
Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to the commute trip reduction program anendi ng RCW
70.94. 524 and 70.94.527; and creating new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that certain

provisions of the commute trip reduction program are outdated,
particularly for new counties entering the program

Sec. 2. RCW70.94.524 and 1991 ¢ 202 s 11 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "A mpjor enployer” means a private or public enployer that
enpl oys one hundred or nore full-tinme enployees at a single worksite
who begin their regular work day between 6:00 a.m and 9:00 a.m on
weekdays for at |east twelve continuous nonths during the year.

(2) "Major worksite" nmeans a building or group of buildings that
are on physically contiguous parcels of |land or on parcels separated
solely by private or public roadways or rights of way, and at which

p. 1 SB 6702



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

NNNNNNNRRRPRPRRRRRRR
o O A W NP O OO0 ~NOO” O A WDN - O

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

there are one hundred or nore full-tinme enployees of one or nore
enpl oyers, who begin their regular work day between 6:00 a.m and 9: 00
a.m on weekdays, for at |east twelve continuous nonths.

(3) "Commute trip reduction zones" nean areas, such as census
tracts or conbinations of census tracts, within a jurisdiction that are
characterized by simlar enploynent density, population density, |evel
of transit service, parking availability, access to high occupancy
vehicle facilities, and other factors that are determned to affect the
| evel of single occupancy vehicle commuti ng.

(4) "Conmmute trip" nmeans trips nmade from a worker's hone to a
worksite during the peak period of 6:00 a.m to 9:00 a.m on weekdays.

(5) "Proportion of single-occupant vehicle commute trips" nmeans the
nunmber of commute trips nmade by singl e-occupant autonobiles divided by
the nunber of full-tinme enpl oyees.

(6) "Commute trip vehicle mles traveled per enployee" neans the
sum of the individual vehicle comute trip lengths in mles over a set
peri od di vided by the nunber of full-tine enployees during that period.

(7) "Base year" neans the year January 1, 1992, through Decenber
31, 1992, on which goals for vehicle mles travel ed and si ngl e- occupant
vehicle trips shall be based. Base year goals may be determ ned using
the 1990 journey-to-work census data projected to the year 1992 and
shall be consistent with the growth nmanagenent act. After 2002, "base
year" neans the cal endar year in which each county, and city and town
within those counties, adopts by ordinance a comute trip reduction
pl an. The task force shall establish a nethod to be wused by
jurisdictions to determ ne reductions of vehicle mles travel ed.

Sec. 3. RCW70.94.527 and 1997 ¢ 250 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each county with a popul ati on over one hundred fifty thousand,
and each city or towm within those counties containing a nmajor enployer
shal |, ((by—©Ceteber—3—3992)) within eighteen nonths of the county
reaching that population level, adopt by ordinance and inplenent a
commute trip reduction plan for all major enployers. The plan shall be
developed in cooperation wth Jlocal transit agencies, regiona
transportation planning organi zati ons as established in RCW47. 80. 020,
maj or enpl oyers, and the owners of and enployers at nmajor worksites.
The plan shall be designed to achieve reductions in the proportion of
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si ngl e-occupant vehicle commute trips and the comute trip vehicle
mles travel ed per enployee by enployees of nmjor public and private
sector enployers in the jurisdiction.

(2) Al other counties, and cities and towns in those counties, may
adopt and inplenment a comute trip reduction plan.

(3) The departnent of ecology nay, after consultation with the
departnent of transportation, as part of the state inplenentation plan
for areas that do not attain the national anbient air quality standards
for carbon nonoxi de or ozone, require nunicipalities other than those
identified in subsection (1) of this section to adopt and i nplenent
comute trip reduction plans if the departnent determ nes that such
pl ans are necessary for attai nment of said standards.

(4) A commute trip reduction plan shall be consistent with the
gui del i nes established under RCW 70. 94. 537 and shall include but is not
l[imted to (a) goals for reductions in the proportion of single-
occupant vehicle commute trips and the conmmute trip vehicle mles
travel ed per enployee; (b) designation of comrute trip reduction zones;
(c) requirenments for mmjor public and private sector enployers to
i npl ement commute trip reduction prograns; (d) a comrute trip reduction
program for enployees of the county, city, or town; (e) a review of
| ocal parking policies and ordinances as they relate to enployers and
maj or worksites and any revisions necessary to conply with commute trip
reduction goals and guidelines; (f) an appeals process by which ngjor
enpl oyers, who as a result of special characteristics of their business
or its locations would be unable to neet the requirenents of a commute
trip reduction plan, may obtain waiver or nodification of those
requi renents; and (g) neans for determ ning base year values of the
proportion of single-occupant vehicle conmute trips and the commute
trip vehicle mles travel ed per enployee and progress toward neeting
commute trip reduction plan goals on an annual basis. Goals which are
established shall take into account existing transportation demand
managenent efforts which are nmade by major enployers. Each
jurisdiction shall ensure that enployers shall receive full credit for
the results of transportation demand nmanagenent efforts and commute
trip reduction prograns which have been inplenented by maj or enpl oyers
prior to the base year. (i) The goals for mles travel ed per enpl oyee
for all major enployers shall not be less than a fifteen percent
reduction fromthe worksite base year value or the base year value for
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the commute trip reduction zone in which their worksite is |ocated by
January 1, 1995, twenty percent reduction fromthe base year val ues by
January 1, 1997, twenty-five percent reduction from the base year
val ues by January 1, 1999, and a thirty-five percent reduction fromthe
base year values by January 1, 2005. (ii) For each county, and each
city and town within those counties, required to adopt by ordi nance and
inplenent a commute trip reduction plan after 2002, the goals for mles
travel ed per enployee for all major enployers nust be conpared to the
worksite base year value or the base year value for the commute trip
reduction zone in which their worksite is located. After the adoption
of the conmmute trip reduction plan by a jurisdiction, goals for mles
travel ed per enployee for all nmajor enployers nust be: (a) Not less
than a fifteen percent reduction within two years; (b) not less than a
twenty percent reduction within four years; (c) not less than a twenty-
five percent reduction within six years; and (d) not less than a
thirty-five percent reduction within twelve years.

(5 A county, city, or town nmay, as part of its comute trip
reduction plan, require commute trip reduction prograns for enployers
with ten or nore full tine enployees at major worksites in federally
designated nonattainment areas for carbon nonoxide and ozone. The
county, city or town shall develop the progranms in cooperation with
af fected enpl oyers and provi de technical assistance to the enployers in
i npl ementi ng such prograns.

(6) The conmute trip reduction plans adopted by counties, cities,
and towns under this chapter shall be consistent with and may be
i ncorporated in applicable state or regional transportation plans and
| ocal conprehensive plans and shall be coordinated, and consistent
with, the comute trip reduction plans of counties, cities, or towns
with which the county, city, or town has, in part, common borders or
related regional issues. Such regional issues shall include assuring
consistency in the treatnent of enployers who have worksites subject to
the requirenents of this chapter in nore than one jurisdiction.
Counties, cities, or towns adopting conmute trip reduction plans may
enter into agreenents through the interlocal cooperation act or by
resolution or ordinance as appropriate with other jurisdictions, |ocal
transit agencies, or regional transportation planning organizations to
coordi nate the devel opnent and i npl enentati on of such plans. Transit
agencies shall work with counties, cities, and towns to take into
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account the |location of major enployer worksites when planning transit
service changes or the expansion of public transportation services.
Counties, cities, or towns adopting a commute trip reduction plan shal
review it annually and revise it as necessary to be consistent with
appl i cabl e pl ans devel oped under RCW 36. 70A. 070.

(7) Each county, city, or town inplenenting a conmute trip
reduction program shall, within thirty days submt a summary of its
plan along with certification of adoption to the commute trip reduction
task force established under RCW 70. 94. 537.

(8 Each county, city, or town inplenenting a commute ¢trip
reduction programshall submt an annual progress report to the commute
trip reduction task force established under RCW 70.94. 537. The report
shal |l be due July 1, 1994, and each July 1st thereafter through July 1,
2006. The report shall describe progress in attaining the applicable
commute trip reduction goals for each conmmute trip reduction zone and
shal | highlight any probl ens being encountered in achieving the goals.
The information shall be reported in a formestablished by the commute
trip reduction task force.

(9) Any waivers or nodifications of the requirenents of a comute
trip reduction plan granted by a jurisdiction shall be submtted for
review to the coomute trip reduction task force established under RCW
70. 94. 537. The commute trip reduction task force may not deny the
granting of a waiver or nodification of the requirenents of a commute
trip reduction plan by a jurisdiction but they may notify the
jurisdiction of any comments or objections.

(10) Each county, city, or town inplenenting a comute ¢trip
reduction program shall count commute trips elimnated through work-at-
home options or alternate work schedul es as one and two-tenths vehicle
trips elimnated for the purpose of nmeeting trip reduction goals.

(11) Each county, city, or town inplenenting a commute trip
reduction program shall ensure that enployers that have nodified their
enpl oyees’ work schedules so that sone or all enployees are not
scheduled to arrive at work between 6:00 am and 9:00 a.m are
provided credit when calculating single-occupancy vehicle use and
vehicle mles traveled at that worksite. This credit shall be awarded
if inplementation of the schedul e change was an identified elenent in
that worksite's approved commute trip reduction program or if the
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schedul e change occurred because of inpacts associated with chapter
36. 70A RCW the growth managenent act.

(12) Plans inplenmented under this section shall not apply to
commute trips for seasonal agricultural enployees.

(13) Plans inplenmented under this section shall not apply to
construction worksites when the expected duration of the construction
project is less than two years.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The legislative transportation conmttee
shal |, by Decenber 1, 2004, conplete a study of conmute trip reduction
i ssues, including but not limted to, types of enployers that nust
conply, location of enployers, and congestion |evels.

~-- END ---
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