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S-3454.1

SENATE BI LL 6658

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senators Keiser, Cke and Kohl-Welles

Read first tinme 01/28/2004. Referred to Commttee on Cormerce & Trade.

AN ACT Relating to protecting workers from harnful airborne
particles; and anmendi ng RCW 49. 17. 050 and 49. 17. 060.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW49.17.050 and 1998 ¢ 224 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

In the adoption of rules and regulations under the authority of
this chapter, the director shall:

(1) Provide for the preparation, adoption, amendnent, or repeal of
rules and regulations of safety and health standards governing the
condi tions of enploynent of general and special application in all work
pl aces;

(2) Provide for the adoption of occupational health and safety
standards which are at |least as effective as those adopted or
recogni zed by the United States secretary of |abor under the authority
of the Cccupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-596;
84 Stat. 1590);

(3) Provide a nethod of encouraging enployers and enployees in
their efforts to reduce the nunber of safety and health hazards at
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their work places and to stinulate enployers and enpl oyees to institute
new and to perfect existing prograns for providing safe and heal t hf ul
wor ki ng condi ti ons;

(4) Provide for the promulgation of health and safety standards and
the control of conditions in all work places concerning gases, vapors,
dust, tobacco snoke or other airborne particles, toxic materials, or
harnful physical agents which shall set a standard which nost
adequately assures, to the extent feasible, on the basis of the best
avai |l abl e evidence, that no enployee will suffer material inpairnment of
health or functional capacity even if such enployee has regular
exposure to the hazard dealt with by such standard for the period of
his working life; any such standards shall require where appropriate
the use of protective devices or equipnent and for nonitoring or
measuring any such gases, vapors, dust, or other airborne particles,
toxic materials, or harnful physical agents;

(5) Provide for appropriate reporting procedures by enployers with
respect to such information relating to conditions of enploynent which
wi |l assist in achieving the objectives of this chapter;

(6) Provide for the frequency, nethod, and nanner of the maki ng of
i nspections of work places w thout advance notice; and,

(7) Provide for the publication and dissem nation to enployers,
enpl oyees, and | abor organi zati ons and the posting where appropriate by
enpl oyers of informational, education, or training materials calcul ated
to aid and assist in achieving the objectives of this chapter;

(8) Provide for the establishnment of new and the perfection and
expansi on of existing prograns for occupational safety and health
education for enployers and enployees, and, in addition institute
nmet hods and procedures for the establishnment of a programfor voluntary
conpliance solely through the use of advice and consultation wth
enpl oyers and enpl oyees with recomendati ons includi ng recommendati ons
of nmethods to abate violations relating to the requirenents of this
chapter and all applicable safety and health standards and rules and
regul ati ons promul gated pursuant to the authority of this chapter;

(9) Provide for the adoption of safety and health standards
requiring the use of safeguards in trenches and excavati ons and around
openi ngs of hoistways, hatchways, elevators, stairways, and simlar
openi ngs;
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(10) Provide for the pronulgation of health and safety standards
requiring the use of safeguards for all vats, pans, trinmmers, cut off,
gang edger, and ot her saws, planers, presses, forners, cogs, gearing,
belting, shafting, coupling, set screws, live rollers, conveyors,
mangl es in laundries, and nmachinery of simlar description, which can
be effectively guarded with due regard to the ordinary use of such
machi nery and appliances and the danger to enployees therefrom and
with which the enployees of any such work place nay conme in contact
while in the performance of their duties and prescribe nethods,
practices, or processes to be followed by enployers which will enhance
the health and safety of enployees in the performance of their duties
when in proximty to machinery or appliances nentioned in this
subsecti on;

(11) Certify that no later than twenty busi ness days prior to the
effective date of any significant legislative rule, as defined by RCW
34.05.328, a neeting of inpacted parties is convened to: (a) ldentify
anbiguities and problemareas in the rule; (b) coordi nate education and
public relations efforts by all parties; (c) provide comments regarding
internal departnent training and enforcenent plans; and (d) provide
coments regardi ng appropriate eval uati on nmechanisns to determ ne the
ef fecti veness of the new rule. The neeting shall include a bal anced
representation of both business and |abor from inpacted industries
depart nent personnel responsible for the above subject areas, and other
agenci es or key stakehol der groups as determ ned by the departnent. An
exi sting advisory commttee may be utilized if appropriate.

Sec. 2. RCWA49.17.060 and 1973 ¢ 80 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

Each enpl oyer:

(1) Shall furnish to each of his or her enployees a place of
enpl oynent free fromrecogni zed hazards, including tobacco snoke, that
are causing or likely to cause serious injury or death to his or her
enpl oyees: PROVI DED, That no citation or order assessing a penalty
shall be issued to any enployer solely under the authority of this
subsection except where no applicable rule or regulation has been
adopt ed by the departnent covering the unsafe or unhealthful condition
of enploynment at the workplace; and
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(2) Shall conmply wth
promul gated under this chapter
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the rul es,
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